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MULTICULTURAL VALUES AS A NECESSARY FACTOR
IN THE CULTURAL HERITAGE OF AZERBAIJAN

Abstract. Thearticle highlights the role of multiculturalism in the formation
of the state cultural policy. Cultural variety, in other words multiculturalism
is typical for majority of the modern societies. But nevertheless united life
(living) of the people having (had) different traditions in the frame of concrete
society opens way (road, path) to (the) appearance of the a few a number of
problems that solution of these is absolute.

Very important steps are being taken in Azerbaijan to form and strengthen
civil society. There are no disagreements in the society on the main directions
of development of our country, on the contrary, our society is united by
national ideas: the philosophy of Azerbaijanism, modernity, loyalty to its
historical roots and traditions. At the same time, Azerbaijan is a secular state.
Representatives of all religions are respected in Azerbaijan. The high level of
religious and national tolerance in Azerbaijan and the peaceful coexistence of
all peoples, of course, can be an example for other countries, and this is very
important for the development of each country, as well as humanity.

Key words: cultural heritage, humanism, cultural exchange, dialogue,
tolerance.

Introduction. Department of “Cultural policy” was established in the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism and began to operate successfully after
Azerbaijan gained independence. Cultural policy has also become a process
that forms the legislative provision of the country based on national moral
values — the multicultural and tolerant principles as part of public policy.

National policy is a main area that reflects the social position of each
nation in world history. It serves not national limitations and national self-
consciousness, but the regulation of one nation’s interrelations with other
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nations. National policy can’t consider national hegemony acceptable, at the
same time it is aimed at fully protecting the historical position and national
and moral rights of each nation (ethnos, national minority).

The interpretation of the main material. National culture is one of the
main directions on which national policy is based. Because, it reflects national
psychology more substantially, honestly and objectively than other areas.
Alisa Nijat explains the thesis of the classic German philosopher Immanuel
Kant “Flowers are free beauty in nature” as following in the language of
publicistic writing: “Why don’t pot flowers give pleasure as field flowers?
Only women love them. But field flowers are a free beauty that come from the
depths of millions of years, are born from the womb of nature, mix with the
sun, rain, wind as a part of nature and can sow its seeds wherever it wants. It
1s strange that wildflowers — alfalfa, chamomile, chrysanthemum, bell flower,
nightingale, lily, tulip, are beautiful even when they are scattered, waving and
swaying in the constant winds of autumn, in the rain on the lawn (3, p.534).
It is strange that field flowers — lucerne, camomile, chiccory, campanula,
canary grass, lily, tulip are beautiful even when they are sowing their flowers,
waving and swaying in the incessant winds of autumn, getting in the rain”
[3, p.534]. So are cultures. Each has its own place, its own freshness, its
own beauty. However, of course, the balanced management of this diversity
depends on the successful solution of cultural policy. The south, north, west
and east of our country are full of cultural diversity. According to Kant, these
differences are free beauty in our country. People were formed as Azerbaijani
citizens around a single ideology of Azerbaijanism that unites the Azerbaijani
people besides their cultural diversity, beliefs and traditions. Of course, the
national moral multicultural values and the provision of legislation are the
basis of it. Azerbaijan has achieved great successes in religious tolerance,
national and ethnic tolerance in recent years. In fact, all people have always
lived as one family at different times in our country, regardless of their
socio-political structure. Representatives of all religions have always lived
in friendship and brotherhood here. This is a very important factor peculiar
to our country. Of course, great attention was paid to international relations
and the strengthening of national and religious tolerance after Azerbaijan
regained its independence. Today, Azerbaijan is a place of friendship and
brotherhood in the true sense of the word. Representatives of all nations and
religions live here as a family. The experience gained by Azerbaijan in this
direction is very important.
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Our country has a very rich and great history. People lived and created in
Azerbaijan thousands of years ago. Historical monuments reflecting this are
protected properly by Azerbaijan. We are very devoted to our cultural and
historical heritage. We are doing a lot to protect our cultural heritage. It is no
coincidence that one of the priorities of the cultural policy of the Republic of
Azerbaijan is related to the protection of cultural heritage.

1. Preservation of cultural and historical heritage (here includes the entire
infrastructure of cultural institutions).

2. Protection of creative works

3. Strengthening the perception and acceptance of culture as a factor of

human development [7, p. 201].

The sequence and implementation of the priorities determined by our
state are the pillars, base of modern multiculturalism. The protection of the
material and spiritual cultural samples created in this geographical area, where
different cultures have been formed throughout history, ensures the confidence
and inner comfort of the various ethnic groups living here. Unfortunately,
Armenian nationalism, who uses such humanistic and altruistic relations,
is trying to undermine the formation of multicultural principles. But on the
contrary, the people of Azerbaijan shouldn’t sacrifice their loyalty to universal
values, their principles of multiculturalism and tolerance to a sick imagination
like Armenian nationalism. Therefore, the President declared 2016 the Year
of Multiculturalism. Let the world community and the forces brainwashed
by Armenian lies see that the religious tolerance and cultural diversity in
Azerbaijan is an example for many countries and try to find an answer to such
a question as they witness that the rules of coexistence and tolerant relations
are life style for us and intolerance and petting for them. How can it be that
representatives of all nationalities (even the Armenians now living in Baku)
and religious denominations live here peacefully and prosperously, while some
Armenian forces claim that this is impossible. Of course, the answer is obvious.
Therefore, today Azerbaijan has almost become the homeland of international
events held around the world. At present, the people of Azerbaijan live in
comfortable, safety and peace. Very important steps are being taken to form and
strengthen civil society in Azerbaijan. There is no disagreement in the society
related the main directions of development in our country, on the contrary,
our society is united around national aims: the philosophy of Azerbaijanism,
modernity, adherence to our historical roots and traditions. At the same time,
Azerbaijan is a secular state. Azerbaijan respects highly to representatives of
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all religions here. Of course, the high level of religious and national tolerance
and the peaceful coexistence of all peoples in Azerbaijan can be an example
for other countries and this is very important for the development of each
country, as well as humanity, mankind. High national culture doesn’t end
with serving its people, but it also has a human character in modern times. It
both enriches itself and increases the enrichment of the spiritual values of the
cultures of other nations in mutual communication. The modern age we live in
fights against the identification of cultures, their separation from national roots
and sources and sees its future in the cooperation of cultures, communication,
the strengthening of relations of artistic activities and the progressive process
of interaction. These ideas stand on the basis of the multicultural and tolerant
relations, which have been historically formed in our country. The formation
of these ideas is confirmed not only by national mental values, but also by
legislation. Today, the Republic of Azerbaijan maintains cultural relations
with a number of countries around the world. Such cultural relations serve
the culture of interethnic communication, the rapprochement of peoples, the
strengthening of trust and belief between them.

Besides economic and social spheres, sovereignty and full independence
of each national republic requires development of its national culture by all
means, preservation of the originality of this culture, revival of spiritual values
of folk traditions, ceremonies and traditions, further strengthening of artistic
and mutual creative relations with foreign countries through the expansion of
cultural cooperation with them. In this regard, first of all, each country should
have legislative maintenance in the field of culture.

Speaking about the problem of legislative maintenance of culture, it should
be noted that the independent Republic of Azerbaijan has chosen the path of
building a democratic, secular and legal state through prioritizing universal
values. This path intends the principle of affirmation and observance of the
supremacy of law, which is the main term for the country’s civil integration
into the world community and the normal functioning of all spheres of life.
Continuing its centuries-old tradition of statehood, the people of Azerbaijan
understand their independence before present and future generations and
declare the following intention by using the sovereign right and assuming
as a basis of the principles reflected in the Constitutional Act “On State
Independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan™: “To live in friendship, peace
and tranquility with all peoples of the world and to interact for this purpose
by being loyal to universal values™ [1].
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The Republic of Azerbaijan has adopted more than 20 laws related to
culture in recent years. International cultural relations have also become one of
the main factors of the new foreign policy. Today, the Republic of Azerbaijan
is a member of more than 30 international and regional organizations [6].

The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Culture defines the basic
principles of state policy in the field of culture, rights and freedoms of
citizens, preservation and development of objects considered national cultural
heritage, democratic organization and management of the cultural system,
legal basis of cultural activities and forms of international relations. The basic
principles and duties of the state policy on culture are given in the law. The
main principles of state policy in the field of culture are following:

— Equality of rights in the use and distribution of cultural recourses by all,
regardless of social and material status, national, racial, religious and
sexual affiliation;

— Providing the discovery of everyone’s talents, mental abilities and creative
freedom;

— Development of national culture as an integral part of human culture [5, p.
121].

Besides economic and social spheres, sovereignty and full independence
of each national republic requires development of its national culture by all
means, preservation of the originality of this culture, revival of spiritual values
of folk traditions, ceremonies and traditions, further strengthening of artistic
and mutual creative relations with foreign countries through the expansion of
cultural cooperation with them. Generally, besides the principles, there are
also tasks in the field of public policy.

Article 40 of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan states:

1. Everyone has the right to participate in cultural life, to use cultural
institutions and cultural resources.

2. Everyone must respect the historical, cultural and spiritual heritage, take
care of it and protect historical and cultural monuments [1, p. 49].
Azerbaijani culture is an important source that enriches and influences the

cultures of different nations and peoples living in the country, also nations
living in neighboring republics in the current situation. Socio-political changes
happened in the life of Baku, as well as other cities of the country are an
obvious example of this in recent years. Becoming Baku as the center of one
of the world’s cultures can be considered as a phenomenon of globalization
and multiculturalism.
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Multiculturalism and tolerance mean the peaceful coexistence of different
civilizations and religious denominations. Azerbaijan has always been and
remains historically a homeland of multiculturalism and tolerance. Peoples
of different religions and denominations, who have come to Azerbaijan since
ancient times, settled here and chose it as their homeland and intermingled with
the local population. Azerbaijanis have been formed as a nation and gradually
developed towards the nationality and as a nation, they both benefited from
the cultures of other nations and peoples living here and passed their cultural
values to them in this historical process. It is no coincidence that the capital
of Azerbaijan, Baku, has gained the status of an “international city” since the
early 20" century.

Conclusion. Baku has become a cultural center of the peoples of the
Caucasus, as well as foreigners who have moved here during the century.
Thus, a conference of the Ministers of Culture of member states of the Council
of Europe on “Intercultural dialogue is the basis of sustainable development
and peace in Europe and its neighboring regions” was held in Azerbaijan
(Baku) on December 2-3, 2008. Baku was declared the “Capital of Islamic
Culture” for 2009.The Forum of National Culturologists held by the Ministry
of Culture and Tourism has already become a tradition. One of the events
proving that Azerbaijan is one of the cultural centers of the world was the
International Forum “World Intercultural Dialogue” held in Baku on April
7-9, 2011 and the International Humanitarian Forum held on October 10-12,
2011 under the motto “Hopes and Challenges” of the 21 century. Professor
[.Mammadzadeh writes about this:“First Lady of Azerbaijan, Goodwill
Ambassador of UNESCO and ISESCO MehribanAliyeva emphasized the
importance of global ethics, which is understood as a dialogue at the global
level and is urgently needed in the modern world, at the II International
Humanitarian Forum in Baku. President of Azerbaijan IlhamAliyev said
at the opening ceremony of the Baku International Humanitarian Forum
in October 2013 that if we want to strengthen cooperation and dialogue of
civilizations in the world, we must use all opportunities. A “round table”
on the problem of multiculturalism was held at the 3rd International Forum
“Dialogue of Cultures” in Baku in 2015.This means that the scientists,
cultural figures and politicians participating in this forum were deeply aware
of the interconnectedness and urgency of these issues. It should be noted that
it was decided to establish the Baku International Center for Multiculturalism
at the Second International Humanitarian Forum, which was established in
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2014, and the Center took a number of serious steps to develop the theory
and practice of multiculturalism in Azerbaijan during this period. Works on
the country’s multicultural history, traditions and modern experience have
been published and courses are being held at educational institutions” [4, p.
5]. Holding of “Eurovision-2012” in the Republic of Azerbaijan in 2012, the
first European Games held on June 12-29, 2015, the 7th Global Forum of
the UNO Alliance of Civilizations in Baku on April 24-27, 2016, holding of
the Formula I Grand Prix in Azerbaijan on June 17-19 can be considered a
success of the state cultural policy of Azerbaijan and as a result, a celebration
of multiculturalism.
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Giilcin Kazimi (Azarbaycan)

Multikultural dayarlor Azarbaycanin madani irsinin zoruri amili kimi

Moqalodo modoniyyst sahasindo dovlot siyasotinin formalasmasin-
da multikulturalizmin rolu vurgulanir. Madoni miixtaliflik oksor miiasir
comiyyatlordo genis yayilmigdir. Ancaq forqli modoni onanolors sahib insan-
lar eyni comiyyatds bir araya goldikdo, comiyyatin aydin vo gonaatboxs gay-
dalarini tomin etmok {igiin bir sira problemlari hall etmok lazimdir.

Azorbaycanda votondas comiyyotinin formalasmasi vo mohkomlonmaosi
istiqamotinda ¢ox dnomli addimlar atilir. Olkomizdo asas inkisaf istiqamatlori
ilo alagodar comiyyatdo fikir ayrilig1 yoxdur, aksinag, bizim comiyyatimiz
imumxalq amallar1 otrafinda birlasibdir: azerbaycanciliq falsofasi, miiasir-
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lik, 6z tarixi koklorimiza, anonalorimiza bagliliq. Eyni zamanda, Azarbaycan
diinyoavi dovlstdir. Azorbaycanda biitiin dinlorin niimayondslorine ¢ox bo-
yuk hormot vardir. Azorbaycanda dini vo milli tolerantligin, doziimliiliiyiin
yiiksok soviyyado olmasi va biitiin xalglarin rahat, mehriban sokildo yasama-
s, albatta ki, digor dlkalar tigiin niimuns ola bilor vo bu da har bir 6lkonin,
elaca ba basariyyaetin, insanligin inkisafi {i¢iin cox vacibdir.

Agar sozlar: modaoni irs, humanizm, dialoq, tolerantliq, madoni miibadils.

Ttonvuun Kazvimu (Azepoaiioxncan)

MyabTHKY/IbTYPHBIE IECHHOCTH KaK Heo0XoauMblii ¢pakTop

KYJbTYPHOIO HacJienusi A3epOanaxana

B crarbe nomuepkuBaeTcs poib MyJIbTUKYIBTYpalii3Ma B GOPMUPOBAHUU
roCy/IapCTBEHHOMN MOJUTHUKH B 001acTH KylIbTypbl. KynsTypHOE MHOTOOOpa-
3M€ XapaKTEepPHO /IS OOJIBIIMHCTBA COBPEMEHHBIX 001ecTB. OHAKO KOrna B
paMKax OJHOrO OOIIEeCTBa COCYILIECTBYIOT JIIOAM C Pa3HbIMHU KYJIbTYPHBIMU
TPaIULMSIMU, HEOOXOIMMO PEIUTh psAJ IpobieM, 4ToObl 00ECTIeUUT YETKHE
U yCTpauBarolIie BCEX MPaBUIl OOIIEKUTHS.

B A3sepb6aiimkane mpeanpuHUMAaOTCs OYeHb BayKHbIE LIard mo (Gpopmu-
POBaHUIO U YKPEIUIEHUIO I'PaXkJJaHCKOro obuiecTBa. B obmiectse HeT pa3Ho-
IJJaCHi TI0 OCHOBHBIM HAIIPaBJICHUSM pa3BUTHs HAllleH CTpaHbl, HA00OPOT,
Hale oO11ecTBO 00bEAMHEHO HALMOHAIBHBIMM HesIMU: duitocoduelt azep-
0aiiKaHCTBA, COBPEMEHHOCTBIO, BEPHOCTHIO CBOUM HMCTOPUYECKUM KOPHSAM
u TpaauuusM. B To ke Bpems AsepOaii/pkaH - CBETCKOE rocylaapcTo. B
A3zepbaiikaHe yBaKaroT pecTaBuTeNel BcexX peauruid. Beicokuii ypoBeHb
PETUTHO3HON U HAlMOHAIBHOM TONEepaHTHOCTU B A3epOaiipkane 1 MUpHOE
COCYILIECTBOBAHUE BCEX HAPOAOB, 0€3yCIOBHO, MOTYT OBITH IPUMEPOM IS
JIPYTUX CTPaH, U 3TO OYE€Hb BAXKHO JJIS Pa3BUTHSI KaKJOW CTPAHBI, a TaKXKe
4eJI0BEUECTBA.

Knrouesvie cnoea: KynpTypHOE Haclieilie, T'yMaHU3M, KYyJIbTYpHBIA 00-
MEH, TUaJIOT, TOJEPAHTHOCTb.
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