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CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL RESERVE “ILISU”
AND IT’S ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF TOURISM INDUSTRY

Abstract. Ilisu village has its own clean ecological condition located
away 12 km from the town of Gakh of Azerbaijan, in a trench on the left
bank of the Kurmuk river that surrounded by mountains on all sides, always
attracted tourists with its beautiful nature and rich architectural heritage. The
territory of Ilisu village from the point of view of architecture and history,
shows the importance of declaring it as a reserve village. The reserve has
been implemented since June 1, 2005. Ilisu village became the center of Ilisu
sultanate in the last Middle ages, in the beginning of XVII-XIX centuries,
which played an important role in the history of the region. Ilisu Nature and
Historical and Cultural Reserve is a clear proof that it will play a positive role
in the development of tourism in Azerbaijan with its Came or neighborhood
mosques that located in Ilisu’sBucag, Tovlatala, Sangar neighborhoods and
study of civil and memorial buildings as examples of cultural heritage. At the
end of the Middle Ages, depending on the military situation, special attention
was paid to defensive architecture in the territory of the Sultanate. Such
military defenses include the fortress of Sumu, Hassan Khan, Ruslar.

Along with the defensive and religious monuments of the village of Ilisu,
its residential buildings of the “mansion” type also attract attention with its
architectural interpretation. Residential areas in the old part of Ilisu attract
attention with their unique architectural solutions. Today, Ilisu Reserve is of
great importance for the development of the tourism industry in Azerbaijan
with its clean ecology, healing properties, mineral waters, beautiful nature, as
well as rich cultural monuments.

Key words: cultural and historical monuments, religious, protective, civil
buildings, tourism.
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Introduction. Located at a distance of 12 km from the city of Gakh, in the
lowlands on the left bank of the Kurmuk River, surrounded by mountains on
four sides with its history, cultural heritage, clean ecological condition, beautiful
nature has always attracted tourists to itself. In recent years, along with local
tourists, tourists from foreign countries have also become acquainted with the
[lisu nature and cultural reserve. The purpose of the study, presenting the cultural
and historical heritage of Ilisu, to explore the development of tourism here.

According to the Decree of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the
Republic of Azerbaijan dated March 26, 2002 under the number 100 in the
village of Ilisu and in the adjacent territories, the State Cultural and Historical
Reserve Ilisu was created. The importance of the territory of Ilisu village from
the point of view of architecture and history indicates the importance of declaring
it a city-reserve. Monuments on the territory of the Ilisu cultural and historical
reserve are protected by the state, studied from the scientific side, control over
the use of immovable cultural and historical monuments, their preservation.
The reserve has been operating since June 1, 2005 [9]. The combination of
Ilisu, Sarybash, Agchay and Gorug villages included in the unified urban
development structure of Ilisu, along with the creation of the unity of historical
urban development in the reserve, can be perceived as a single space in the
protection of cultural heritage, cultural and ecological tourism. [2]

The interpretation of the main material. The natural beauty of Ilisu,
rich flora and fauna, contributed along with the announcement of the village
of the Cultural and Historical Reserve, as well as its registration as a nature
reserve. The Ilisu State Nature Reserve was created with the aim of protecting
and enhancing the natural complex of the southern slopes of the Caucasus,
rare fauna and flora, which is threatened with extinction, restoration of the
former state of forests and prevention of erosion and flooding of soils by
the decision of the Government of Azerbaijan No. 57 dated February 20,
1987 at the territory of 9345 hectares. The nature reserve is located on the
southern slope of the Greater Caucasus (Gakh district), between Zaqatala and
Ismayilli reserves at an altitude of 700—2100 meters. In 2003, by the Decision
of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated March 31,
the territory of the reserve was expanded. At the moment, the territory of the
reserve is 17,381.6 hectares. It is likely that Ilisu, with its rich flora and fauna,
streams and waterfalls, will become a tourist center [8].

Favorable from the point of view of defense, the location and proximity to
the flat villages determine a special place in the village of Ilisu in the region. The
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road, combining the inaccessible mountain villages of Azerbaijan and Dagestan
with the region’s plain, trading centers of the and finally with the entire South.

Caucasus, passes through the center of the Ilisu village. It is no accident
that the village of Ilisu in the late Mid Ages, at the beginning of the X VII-XIX
centuries, played an important role in the history of the region, became the
center of the Ilisu Sultanate.It was the location on the border with Dagestan
that also influenced the architecture of Ilisu.

During the Ilisu Sultanate, the brightest period of the Ilisu Sultanate, during
its 300-year existence, sometimes accepting the vassalism of Iran, and sometimes
the Ottoman Empire, it almost always maintained its independence[4]. In the
middle of the 18th century, the influence of the sultanate grew so much that the
Ottoman Empire, giving the sultan the rank of pasha with two flags considered
to be a high rank at that time, recognized it as Sheki Beylerbey.

Since the beginning of the XIX century, the village of Ilisu has become a
center of resistance against the Russian army. In 1803, the Sultanate of Ilisu was
included in the Russian Empire. However, despite this, she was able to maintain
her independent form of government. Danial Sultan, who was appointed ruler of
[lisu in 1830 after dissatisfaction with the Russian ruling circles in 1844, having
raised an uprising, raised the people of the Sultanate against the Russians, however,
after the defeat, he sided with the head of the national liberation movement of the
Highlanders Sheikh Shamil. The Russians burned the village of Tlisu, which is the
center of the sultanate. The territory of the sultanate was divided into makhals and
subordinated to the Dzhar-Belokan district [7].

All these historical facts influenced the development, as well as the decline
of the village, and this, in turn, on the structure of urban development of a
re-sidential settlement. The main central axis, which makes up the Ilisu city-
planning artery, is a continuation of the road leading from Gakh to Ilisu and
continues from the Sangyar quarter at the entrance to the village to the very
end. This street, being also the community center of the village, concentrated
3 blocks around itself, the Juma mosque, the tombs of the Ilisu sultans on
the side of the mosque, several springs, residential buildings, which are the
architectural and historical buildings of Ilisu

The secondary streets of the village, which has a straightforward planning
form, having joined like capillaries to the main artery — the shopping street on
the side, formed the town-planning structure of the village (fig.1). Such ribbon-
like shopping streets were characteristic of some medieval streets of Azerbaijan
in the 16"-18™ centuries. (Icherisheher Baku, Shusha, Sheki, Lahij, Gakh).
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Figure 1. Ilisu shopping street. Figure 2. Sumu castle

Figure 5. Ilisun neighborhood mosques. Figure 6. Corner neighborhood mosque
Tavatala Mosque

Figure 7. Sangar neighborhood mosque Figure 8. Remains of a 19™ century
neighborhood mosque
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Figure 13. Interior of the house
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At the end of the Mid Ages, depending on the martial law in the territory
of the Sultanate, special attention was paid to defensive and fortification
architecture. Fortresses Sumu, Hasan Khan, Ruslar can be included in such
military defenses.

Sumu Gala is located on the side of the mountains, on the outskirts of
Ilisu village (fig. 2). Sumu-gala consists of a five-tier, square-shaped layout of
the bu ild ing (6x6). In the villages of the northwestern region of Azerbaijan
(Chenghis Gala, Purt in the village of Kabaloba, the Yunaukh tower, the tower
in the village of Masekh) there are its close analogues. Although the date of
construction of the tower is not accurate, by analogy we can say that it dates
from the 17" century. The building is an excellent example of housing and
fortresses common in the Caucasus. The monument is built of limestone and
river boulders. The wall thickness is 70—80 cm at the bottom and 60—65 cm at
the top. On the walls of the second and third floors are arched window spaces.
The fortress was restored in 2003 and is now used as a museum [7].

To the north of the city of Gakh, on the right bank of the Kurmuk River,
in the territory of the village of Gakhbash, there is a small fortress called
Hassan Khan Castle. The castle consists of towers and walls. On the towers
are two rows of loopholes and arched window openings, and on the walls are
embrasures. During the construction of the tower, river boulders and lime
mortar were used. The history of the construction of the fortress dates back to
the second half of the 19" century [6].

Ruslar Fortress. Most of the buildings and structures were destroyed after
Russian troops occupied the Ilisu Sultanate. To protect themselves from the
attacks of freedom-loving highlanders, new castles were erected by Russian
troops. Only two of them have survived to our time. Built of uncouth stone, a
two-story circular-shaped fortress near the Ulu mosque in the center of Ilisu
village is one of them. The thickness of the walls at the bottom is 150 cm and
130 cm at the top. On the second floor there are six large square windows for
cannons and two narrow loopholes between them. On the ground floor there
are only loopholes. The part of Ilisu village adjacent to the castle is called
“Gala-Mehellesi” (“Fortress quarter”).

Being the central mosque, The Jame Mosque, built on the central
street of Ilisu, is called the Ulu Masjid (Great Mosque - Old Mosque).
The epigraphic stone found in the attic of the mosque during restoration
work shows that the mosque existed in 1027 hijri / 1617-1618. The second
inscription to the right of the door, with a complex composition of floral
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ornaments with a beautiful handwriting of suls, says that the mosque was
thoroughly renovated, enlarged in 1112 / 1700-1701 by Sultan Sahur-Ilisu,
known for his generosity, wisdom and honesty [1]. Ulu mosque is one of the
rare monuments that survived the destructions of Russian troops and today
showing the glorious history of the Ilisu Sultanate. The mosque was built
in the traditional style inherent in the region. Its characteristic element is a
three-arch balcony on the main facade. The use of river boulder and brick
during masonry gives a pleasant color to the exterior of the mosque (fig.3).
The mosque found a solution being with three naves in the interior and with
three-span porticoes in the exterior.

Quarter mosques located in the Ilisu’s quarters of Bujag, Tovlegala,
Sangyar, despite their small size in terms of spatial, volumetric and in-depth
solutions, nevertheless formed the quarter nodes of the village around the
square. The mosques, being built with one lobby and a balcony, are based on
a beam-post system. (fig.5,6,7,8)

The graves of Ali-Sultan-Bey, Muhammad-Bey, Khalil-Sultan-Bey,
Ahmad Khan, originating from the Sultan clan and resting behind Ulu Jame
in the Ilisu cemetery, were turned into a place of pilgrimage by the locals. The
architectural solution of tombs being regional in nature can be considered as
an analogue of Dagestan tombs (fig.9) [4].

The Bridge of Ulu of the ilisu reserve is the bridge constructed on a
Kur-muk river on the road leads from ilisu to Gakh (fig.10). The single-span
bridge construction is constructed from a solution of limestone and a river
boulder.

Residental buildings of the village also cause special attention. Besides
with the civil, defensive and religious monuments of Ilisu village, its residential
buildings of the “imarat” type attract attention due to its architectural interpre-
tation. Residental quarters in the old part of causes attention with its specific
architectural solution. They consist mainly of houses built of uncouth stone
using bricks, of houses of the “imarat” type with head facades facing the
courtyard. Window spaces highlight the exterior with arched or rectangular
shapes. Ground floors of street facades are windowless. Here, only the entrance
of the building deserves attention. The abundance of timber in this area has
contributed to the decision of houses with wooden columns and beam-rack
systems. All historical and architectural heritage, with the exception of some
residential buildings in Ilisu, is included in the state register, inventoried and
protected by the Republic of Azerbaijan.
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Conclusion. Today, Ilisu Reserve plays an important role in the
development of the tourism industry in Azerbaijan with its clean ecology,
healing properties, mineral waters, beautiful nature and rich cultural
monuments. Cold summers and snowy winters contribute to summer
and winter tourism. The lack of hotels in the countryside necessitates
the construction of recreation centers and hotels outside the reserve. It is
considered advisable to use residential buildings in the village as hostels,
a teahouse, restaurants, cafes, as well as displaying exhibits reflecting the
history of the sultanate and local ethnography in unused monuments as
museums. The central public street of [lisu can be transformed into a trading
space where handicraft works of national holidays, festivals, and fairs are
sold. In addition, the organization of the hunting season in the protected
area, the creation of sports tourism (mountaineering, Chovgan national
games, horse riding, skiing, etc.) can help attract tourists to Ilisu, which,
in turn, will ensure employment of the population in the service sector, the
flow of investment in the country’s economy and the popularization of the
history and culture of Azerbaijan throughout the world.
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Idliyeva Rahiba (Azarbaycan)

“ILISU” TARIX-MODONiYYOT QORUGU

VO ONUN TURIZM SONAYESININ INKISAFINDA ROLU

Azaorbaycanin Qax sohorindon 12 km mosafodo, Kiirmiik ¢aymin sol
sahilindo ¢okoklikdo, dord torafdon daglarla shato olunmus Ilisu kondi dziiniin
tomiz ekoloji durumu, gozal tabioti vo zongin memarliq irsi ilo daima turistlori
colb etmisdir. Ilisu kondi orazisinin memarliq vo tarix noqteyi-nozorindon
mithiim shamiyyat kasb etmasi, onun qoruq sohari elan olunmasinin vacib-
liyini gostorir. Qoruq 1 iyun 2005-ci ilden faaliyyat gostorir. Ilisu kendi son
orta asrlordo, X VII-XIX asrin avvallorinds regionun tarixinds miihiim rol oy-
namis Ilisu sultanligimin morkozina ¢evrilmisdir. Ilisunun Bucagq, Tovlotala,
Songor mohallalorindo yerloson Came, mohollo mascidlori, miilki vo xatiro
tikililori modani irs niimunalori kimi digqgoat ¢okir. Orta asrlorin sonlarinda
harbi voziyyatdon asili olaraq, Sultanliq srazisinde miidafio memarligina xii-
susi digqoat yetirildi. Bu ciir horbi miidafis tikililorino Sumu gala, Hoson xan,
Ruslar qalalar1 daxildir. ilisu kendinin miidafio vo dini abidolori ilo yanasi,
“malikana” tipli yasayis binalar1 da memarlhq tofsiri ilo diggeti colb edir. Bu
giin ilisu qorugu tomiz ekologiyasi, miialicovi xiisusiyyatlori, mineral sulari,
g6zl tobiati, eloco do zongin madoniyyot abidolori ilo Azarbaycanda turizm
sonayesinin inkigafi ti¢lin boylik chomiyyato malikdir.

Acar sozlor: madoniyyat vo tarixi abidolor, dini, miidafis, miilki tikililar,
turizm

Paxuba Anueesa (Azepbaiidiican)

HCTOPUKO-KYJIbTYPHBIN 3ATIOBETHUK «AJTUCY»

M EI'0O POJIb B PA3BBUTHU TYPUCTUYECKON HHIYCTPUH

Ceno Nnucy nMeroliee YuCToe IKOJIOTHIECKOE COCTOSIHUE, PACIIONOKEHO
B 12 kM ot ['axckoro paiioHa AzepOaiiakaHa, B TpaHIee Ha JICBOM Oepery
peku Kypmyk, okpyKeHHOE TOpaMH CO BCEX CTOPOH, BCET/a MPUBJIEKAJIO TY-
PHUCTOB CBOEH KpacHBOI MPUPOION 1 OOraThiM apXUTEKTYPHBIM HACIIEIUEM.
Tepputopust nocenka VUnucy ¢ TOUKU 3peHHS] apXUTEKTYPhl U HICTOPUU CBH-
JIETEeNLCTBYET O BAYKHOCTH OOBSIBIICHHSI €T0 3allOBEIHOM JIepeBHEH. 3anoBe-
HUK ObLT BBeZIeH B AeiicTBue ¢ 1 utons 2005 rona. [lepesust nucy crana neH-
TpoMm cynra”ara Mimcy B nociieHee cpeaHeBekoBbe, B Hayane X VII-XIX
BEKOB, YTO ChIFPAJIO BAXKHYIO pOJib B UCTOpUM Kpad. [IpuponHo-ucropuye-
CKMM M KYJIBTYpPHBIN 3anoBeAHUK Mnucy sABIIeTCS SIPKUM JOKa3aTelIbCTBOM

82



Incosonat vo madaniyyat problemlori / Problems of Arts and Culture / TTpo6iieMbl HCKYCCTBA 1 KyJBTYpbl N3 (73)

TOTO, YTO OH OyAeT MrpaTh MOJOXHUTEIbHYIO POJb B Pa3BUTUU TypU3Ma B
Azep0OaiixkaHe C ero MEYETsIMHU, KOTOpPBIE PACIIOIOKEHBI B kKBapTaiax Mmucy
Byuar, Tosnarana, Canrap, ¥ npuMepaMy U3y4eHUs TPaKJIaHCKUX U MEMO-
pHAJIBHBIX COOPYKEHUI KYJIBTYPHOTO Hacleaus. B KOHLE CpelHEBEKOBbBS, B
3aBHCUMOCTH OT BOCHHOU 00CTaHOBKH, 0C000€ BHUMAaHUE yAEISIIOCH 000po-
HUTEIBHON apXUTEKType Ha TeppuTopuu cyntanara. K Takum BoeHHO-000-
POHHTEIBHBIM COOPYKEHHAM MOKHO oTHecTu Kpernoctu Cymy, XacaH-XaH,
Pycmnap.

Hapsny ¢ o00pOHUTENBHBIMU U KYJIBTOBBIMM MaMsATHUKaMM cena Wnu-
CY, €ro WJIbIE 3/1aHUs TUNA “0COOHSK’ TAaK)Ke MPUBJIEKAIOT BHUMaHUE CBOEH
apXUTEKTypHOU MHTepnperauueil. JKuible palionsl B crapoil yactu HMnucy
MIPUBJIEKAIOT BHUMAHHE CBOUMHU YHUKAJbHBIMU APXUTEKTYPHBIMHU PEILLIECHU-
amu. Ceroans 3anoBeHUK Vnncy mmeer O60Jblioe 3HaYCHUE JUISL Pa3BUTHA
TYPUCTUYECKON MHAYCTpUU B A3zepOaifpkaHe ¢ €ro YMCTON DKOJIOTHEH, Iie-
71eOHBIMU CBOMCTBaMU, MUHEPAJIbHBIMU BOJAMH, KPACHBOM MPHUPOIOH, a TaK-
e OoraTbIMu KYJIBTYPHBIMU aMSTHUKAMHU.

Kniouegvie cnosa: KynbTypHO-UCTOPUYECKHUE TAMITHUKH, KYJIBTOBBIE, 3a-
LIUTHBIE, TPAKIAHCKUE 31aHUA, TYPU3M.
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