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ACTIVITY OF THE AZERBAIJAN NATIONAL
CARPET MUSEUM DURING THE PANDEMIC

Abstract. The cultural activity of the planet has significantly decreased
in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, which began last December in the
Chinese city of Wuhan and soon spread around the world. Millions of people
all over the world are forced to live in special isolation and social isolation.
All mass cultural events, concerts and theatrical performances, exhibitions
postponed their activities indefinitely. At the same time, international
electronic networks and many Internet platforms help cultural institutions
conduct cultural events for people. Since the announcement of the pandemic
in March, the Carpet Museum has been working on virtually many online
resources. In this article, we will provide information on the activities of the
National Carpet Museum during a pandemic.
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Introduction. The art of carpet weaving has a special significance and
meaning for the people of Azerbaijan since ancient times. Carpet isn’t just
a house item, but a kind of mythical character with a deep philosophical
and mental value, which plays an irreplaceable role in our history and
culture. From this point of view, the art of carpet weaving has always
been protected and guarded by both ordinary Azerbaijanis and official
state bodies. Several state programs on protection and development of
Azerbaijani art of carpet weaving were approved, various orders were
signed. Generally, a number of serious measures have been taken for the
successful development of carpet weaving in Azerbaijan in recent years.
Thanks to the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev’s
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efforts, a legislative base for the development of carpet weaving was
created. The Law “On protection and development of Azerbaijani carpet
art” was adopted on December 7, 2004 and an order was issued to approve
this law on February 7, 2005. Then, a decree on the establishment of
“Azerkhalcha” Open Joint Stock Company was signed on May 5, 2016
[1]. The President Ilham Aliyev’s order on the approval of the “State
Program for the Protection and Development of Carpet Art in the Republic
of Azerbaijan for 2018-2022” is also of special importance for the art of
carpet weaving.

It should be noted that the First Vice-President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, President of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation Mehriban Aliyeva’s
activity is very valuable in the development of the art of carpet weaving.

The interpretation of the main material. Undoubtedly, the activity
of the Azerbaijan National Carpet Museum that plays an important role
in preserving the art of carpet weaving, which is a kind of passport of our
national culture, should be especially appreciated. The Azerbaijan National
Carpet Museum organizes regularly exhibitions in the museum building,
which is considered a pearl of world architecture, and acquaints visitors with
the mysterious carpet samples.

Exhibitions organized by the Carpet Museum aren’t limited to the
interior of the country and the museum building, but are exhibited abroad.
Of course, it is impossible to cover completely exhibition activities of the
museum in one article. In this regard, we will provide information about the
activities of the National Carpet Museum during the pandemic in the article.
It is clear that the cultural activity of the planet has significantly decreased
during the period of the Covid-19 pandemic, which swept the world since
December last year. Millions of people around the world have been forced
to live in special quarantine and social isolation. Almost all mass cultural
events, concerts and theater spectacles, exhibitions have postponed their
activities indefinitely. Of course, millions of people forced to stay in their
homes under the rules of a special quarantine regime couldn’t be kept out
of cultural events. At the same time, international electronic networks and
many Internet platforms help cultural institutions to deliver cultural events
to people.

It should be noted that almost at the same time, the Carpet Museum
continues to work virtually on many Internet resources since the announcement
of the pandemic in March.
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So, as we have already mentioned, we will investigate the exhibition
activities of the Carpet Museum in 2020 and especially during the pandemic
in this article.

The State Museum of Oriental Art and the Azerbaijan National Carpet
Museum presented a joint exhibition “Echo of Soviet Azerbaijan. Carpet.
Embroidery. Poster” with the support of the Ministry of Culture of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, the Ministry of Culture of the Russian Federation,
the Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the Russian Federation and the
Marjani Foundation in the mentioned museum in Moscow on February 4 of
this year. The exposition spoke about the influence of historical cataclysms
on decorative-applied art, a total of 40 exhibits, including woven carpets
during 1920-1970 from the collection of the Azerbaijan National Carpet
Museum, carpets of 1920-1930 from the collection of the State Museum of
Oriental Art, embroidery and sketches on the revolution, posters from the
collection of “Marjani” Foundation were exhibited in the exhibition. For the
first time, the collection of campaign textiles of the State Museum of Oriental
Art was completely exhibited during the exhibition [2]. All the exhibited
works were an effective means of political propaganda in their time, but now
these works of art have lost their meaning at that time, became an ideological
precedent and are embodied in the samples of ancient art - carpet weaving
and embroidery. The director of the museum Shirin Malikova emphasized
at the opening ceremony of the event that the exhibition is dedicated to
the 10th anniversary of the inclusion of Azerbaijani art of carpet weaving
in the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity [3]. The exhibition roused great interest in the media, creative and
intellectual people.

It is already known that all public events in museums have been suspended
due to the threat of a coronavirus pandemic. But, the Azerbaijan National
Carpet Museum didn’t postpone the planned exhibition “Our Rich Treasure”
and brought the exhibition virtually to the audience and online visitors through
various Internet resources. For the first time in Azerbaijan, the opening was
held online on March 5 at 12:00 and everyone had the opportunity to visit the
exhibition in real time from anywhere in the world without leaving their homes
or offices. As we mentioned, they had a chance to watch the online opening
on the Facebook page and youtube channel of the Azerbaijan National Carpet
Museum. As the museums continued to work normally in early March, it was
possible to visit the museum to see the exhibition.
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Let’s noted that pile and non-pile carpets, carpet samples, jewelry samples
and clothes of historical, artistic, scientific significance obtained for the
purpose of enriching the collections since 2017 to present were presented
at the exhibition “Our enriching treasure”. These new items were donated
to the museum by various organizations and individuals or purchased from
private collections and famous auction houses on the expense of the state
budget [4].

An exhibition “Azerbaijani carpets from the collection of the Museum
of Turkish and Islamic Works” and a presentation of a book-catalog of the
same name were held in Istanbul on March 13. The exhibition was organized
at the Museum of Turkish and Islamic Works and the project was held in
initiative of the Azerbaijan National Carpet Museum. The organizers of the
project were the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Turkey,
the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Embassy of the
Republic of Azerbaijan in the Republic of Turkey, the Museum of Turkish
and Islamic Works, the Azerbaijan National Carpet Museum and the State Oil
Company of the Republic of Azerbaijan (SOCAR).

The event was dedicated to the 53 anniversary of the Azerbaijan
National Carpet Museum and the 10" anniversary of the inclusion of
Azerbaijani art of carpet weaving in the UNESCO Representative List
of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. It should be noted that the
project “Azerbaijani carpets from the collection of the Museum of Turkish
and Islamic Works” was implemented within the “State Program for the
Protection and Development of Carpet Art in the Republic of Azerbaijan
for 2018-2022” of the Azerbaijan National Carpet Museum [5]. The main
purpose of the project, which has been held since 2018, was to carry
out researches in the field of scientific attribution of Azerbaijani carpets
preserved in the collection of the Museum of Turkish and Islamic Works,
to prepare a catalog based on them and to organize an exhibition of rare
carpet samples.

Conclusion. It should be noted that detailed information about all the
above-mentioned exhibitions and events is published on the official website
of the museum. All the above-mentioned events and exhibitions are important
for the history and present of the art of Azerbaijani carpet weaving and are
considered an important means of propaganda. We think that the activity
of the National Carpet Museum during the pandemic can be considered
satisfactory. The museum acquaints audience and visitors with the exhibits
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preserved in the museum’s collections with the help of Internet resources and
various electronic platforms, social networks and shares various information.
In this regard, the museum has tried to continue its activities faultlessly and
succeeded in it during the pandemic.

REFERENCE:

1. CanpiroBa A. O poiu rocyaapCTBEHHBIX CTPYKTYP B Pa3BUTHS KOBPO-
TKauecTBa. // Azarbaycan Xalga Muzeyinin “Tasviri vo dekorativ-totbiqi
sonat masalolori” elmi toplusu, Ne 21. — Baki, 2018. —s. 6.

2. https://www.orientmuseum.ru/events/2020/vistavka eho sovetskogo
azerbaydzhana/index.php

3. B MockBe otkpbuiack BbicTaBka «2Oxo Coerckoro AsepOaiikaHa.
Kogep. BrimmBkay. // bakunckuit padouwnii. 6 ¢pespainst 2020 roga, Ne 21
(28689). c. 4.

4. https://azcarpetmuseum.az/front/az/moreExhibitions/824

5. https://azertag.az/xeber/Azerbaycan xalchalari_Istanbulda sergilenir

Lamiyys 9liyeva (Azarbaycan)

PANDEMIiYA DOVRUNDO AZORBAYCAN MILLI XALCA

MUZEYININ FOALIYYOTI

Oton ilin dekabr aymndan etibaron Cinin Uhan sohorinds baslayan va
tezliklo biitiin diinyani biirtimiis Covid-19 pandemiyasi soraitindo planetin
modoni aktivliyi ohomiyyatli doracado azalmigdir. Diinyada milyonlarla insan
xiisusi karantin va sosial tocrid rejiminde yasamaga macbur olmusdur. Biitiin
kiitlovi madoni tadbirlor, konsert vo teatr tamasalari, sorgilor 6z foaliyyatlorini
namolum zamana godor toxirs salmislar. Belo bir zamanda moadoni todbirlorin
insanlara catdirilmasinda beynolxalq elektron goboks vo bir ¢ox internet
platformalar madoniyyot qurumlarina kdmak olurlar. Mart ayindan etibaron
pandemiya elan olunmaqla demok olar ki, eyni zamanda Xalca muzeyi bir
cox internet resurslarda foaliyyetini virtual olaraq davam etdirir. Togqdim
etdiyimiz maqalade Milli Xalga Muzeyinin pandemiya dovriindoki faaliyyati
haqqinda molumat veracoyik.

Acar sozlar: Milli Xalca muzeyi, pandemiya, sorgi, xalgaciliq, madoni
todbirlor.
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Jamusn Anuesa (Azepoaiioxncan)

JAEATEJIBHOCTDb HAIIMOHAJIBHOI'O MY3ESsI KOBPOB

ABEPBAMI’)KAHA B NEPUO/ TAHJIEMUHA

KynbTypHasi akTHBHOCTD TUTAHETHI 3HAYUTENFHO CHU3HWIACH B KOHTEKCTE
nangemun Covid-19, xoropas Havamach B JekaOpe NpONUIOrO Tojaa B
KHTACKOM TOpOjie YXaHb M BCKOPE PACIPOCTPAHUIACH MO BCEMY MHUDY.
MUIMOHBI JIIOJIEH BO BCEM MHUPE BBIHYXKICHBI KUTh B 0COOO0M M30JSAIIUN U
COIMATILHOM M30JISAINH. Bce MacCoBbIe KyJIbTYPHBIE MEPOTIPHUSITHS, KOHIICPTHI
U TeaTpalbHbIC MPEACTABICHUS, BRICTABKU OTIOXKHIN WX JEATEIbHOCTh HA
HeomnpeaelieHHOoe BpeMs. B To ke BpemMs MEKIyHapOIHBIC 3JICKTPOHHBIC
CeTH M MHOTHE MHTEPHET-IUIaT(OPMBI MTOMOTAIOT YUPEKACHUSAM KYJIBTYPBI
MIPOBOJUTH KYJIBTYPHBIE MEPOTIPUATHS [ jitonieid. Co BpeMEeHH OObSIBICHUS
0 TMaHJAeMHH B MapTe My3eil KOBpOB paboTaeT MpakTHUYeCKH Ha MHOTHX
HMHTEpHET-pecypcax. B 3Tol cTarbe MBI IPEJOCTaBUM HHPOPMALMIO O
HCATCIIBHOCTU HaHI/IOHaJ'IBHOFO MY3€4 KOBPOB BO BpEMs IMMaHACMHU.

Knrwouegwie cnoea: Hanmonanbusiii My3eit KoBpa, mannemusi, BbICTaBKa,
KOBPOTKAYECTBO, KYJIBTYPHBIC MEPOTIPUSITHS.
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