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IDEAS OF TOLERANCE AND HUMANISM
IN IMADEDDIN NASIMI’S HERITAGE

Abstract. In this article, the author states that Imadeddin Nasimi is one
of the leading figures of artistic and philosophical thought of Azerbaijan and
the entire ancient East. Nasimi with his high intellectual and moral culture,
broad outlook and creative activity earned honored authority in the Middle
East. Nasimi’s ideas about moral improvement of human and his intellectual
creativity influenced positively on inhabitants of Muslim countries. Nasimi’s
ideas were based on a call for the formation of a society of highly cultured
people only through the moral improvement of human. This approach was
associated with a critical rethinking of life, condemnation of evil, cruelty,
fanaticism, ignorance, intolerance and other destructive human qualities
leading to estrangement, violence, conflict and war.

Despite the six centuries that have passed since the poet’s physical
existence, the interest in his personality and creativity does not weaken with
time, but on the contrary, increases. The ideas of tolerance and humanism of a
great thinker do not lose their relevance and today they are needed and more
interesting to future generations than their own age, to their contemporaries.

Key words: Imadeddin Nasimi, artistic image, hurufism, humanism,
tolerance.

Introduction. Nasimi’s heritage, which occupies one of the main places
in the cultural treasure of the Orient, is a rich artistic heritage of Azerbaijani
people. Genius Azerbaijani poet-thinker, philosopher Seid Ali Imadeddin
Nasimi was born in Shamakhi. The name “Imadeddin” means “support of
faith” in Arabic, and the pseudonym “Nasimi” — “morning light breeze”.
Nasimi was well educated, studied mathematics, astronomy, medicine, logic
and philosophy. He appreciated deeply oriental and ancient Greek philosophy,
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new Islam and Christianty well, the literature of various nations of the world.
Nasimi was one the great scientists of his time, knew the wisdom of Islamic
Orient well and was very famous among his contemporaries. He mastered
perfectly all the delicacies of the Arabic, Persian and Turkic languages and left
a rich poetic heritage in three languages. Nasimi played a distinguished role
in the development and formation of both the Azerbaijani literary language
on the national basis of the 14th century and Turkic-Oghuz literary language
as a whole. From this point of view, the greatness of Nasimi is unequalled. It
was Nasimi who raised Azerbaijani folk language to the level of the classical
style of the literary language for the first time.

The interpretation of the main material. Imadeddin Nasimi was
certainly bright star in the sky of the world spiritual culture. He embodied high
morality and courage, the desire for self-knowledge and self-improvement,
the development of human values and creative activity demonstrating spiritual
relation with the great humanists of Asia and Europe, who were characterized
by the social conditioning of education.

Nasimi with his high intellectual and moral culture, broad outlook and
creative activity earned honored authority in the Middle East. The aspiration
to understand God not through fear, but through love for the progressive
development of medieval Islamic society is observed in his works. Nasimi’s
ideas about moral improvement of human and his intellectual creativity
influenced positively on inhabitants of Muslim countries. Nasimi’s ideas
were based on a call for the formation of a society of highly cultured people
only through the moral improvement of human. This approach was associated
with a critical rethinking of life, condemnation of evil, cruelty, fanaticism,
ignorance, intolerance and other destructive human qualities leading to
estrangement, violence, conflict and war.

Nasimi who based on sense and free intellectual search proclaimed non-
trivial ideas ahead of his time and created creative works of scientific and
humanitarian values that became the achievement of all humanity.

Imadeddin Nasimi lived at a time when feudal society was increasingly
secularized being in a natural contradiction with the thinking of progressive
people of the era. His ideas required innovations and transformation in the
field of ideology and technologies of human living associated with new
opportunities that opened education, enlightenment and progress of science.
The most educated people aspired to change the culture of feudal society by
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overcoming social ignorance, rejecting its peculiar dogmatism and fanaticism,
everyday thinking, envy and other negative phenomena of life and stereotypes.
Gradually not only skill, organized nature and morality, but first of all scientific
knowledge and creative activity became the main driving force in the development
of culture of human and society thanks to the efforts of humanists. There was
an understanding that new ideas and knowledge support to progressive social
changes which meet the interests of human and society. Passive contemplation
was gradually replaced by an active transformation of reality, creation of the
surrounding world, which was based on a new culture of thinking [3].

But, in reality, salvation is in a spiritual culture, which includes not only
values such as beauty of the soul and faith, but also enlightened mind that
cognizes and transforms the surrounding world.

Imadeddin Nasimi was one of the powerful masters of the word, given by
the Azerbaijani people to universal culture. He elevated himself on the basis
of the rich cultural and spiritual heritage of the Orient and created the most
valuable pearls of the art of the artistic word.

The master’s works had a powerful influence on the development of the
artistic and social thought of a number of peoples.

One ofNasimi’s brilliantideas is about perfecting human created by God in his
own image and similarity and endowed with heavenly qualities. Indeed, human
creates and transforms positively the world around him or himself, i.e. culture
with help of these qualities. And culture is a path to development and prosperity,
on which infinite possibilities are opened for a harmonious and worthy life
of people, the formation and development of human civilizations. Nasimi was
close to worldview of divinity of human nature highly appreciating the human
mind, work and dignity, ideally considering human as similar to the Almighty.
This philosophy of life was closely associated with the humanistic belief in the
celestial qualities of a cultured human, with axiological understanding as an
accomplice of divine creations. Nasimi with his humanistic worldview believed
that “educated and enlightened human living with the interests of the mind”
reflects the whole world and positively transforms the Universe. At the same
time, we see that human is created by God of whole world and carries the image
of the Creator in himself” in his worldview position.

The poet bore the title “seid”, which signified the origin of his family tree
from the prophet Muhammad. This fact was confirmed by Nasimi himself in
some of his ghazals. Some researchers hold to an opinion that the poet opposed

92



ncasanat vo madeniyyat problemlari / Problems of Arts and Culture / TTpoGieMbI HCKyCCTBa 1 KYJTbTYpbI NI (71)

Islam, which is not entirely true. Nasimi blamed despotism, ignorance that
the medieval rulers showed. Indeed, the poet’s life and works coincided with
the invasion of Tamerlan horde in Azerbaijan. The Timurids preached Islam,
but at the same time they were distinguished by their cruel attitude to the local
population. This led to the fact that people began to hate, and the ideological
expression of the mass protest was the “Hurufi” movement.

The perfect human is all-powerful, the omnipotence of the Creator appears
in him on earth. You need to look for the essence of Nasimi’s philosophy in
this: “An al-hagg!” - “God is me!”, “God is in me!” “I was the embodiment of
secrets; [ am a human, and God is in me, and his coinage appeared to me.” The
great Nasimi was the first, who put man on a par with in orient poetry, and the
Almighty, the Creator, Allah brought closer to human. It was for this divine
idea that he was arrested in Aleppo and was accused and executed as a heretic
according to fanatical worshipers by the Cairo Sultan Sheikh al-Muayyed
with an unprecedented anti-human sentence: “Cut off his head and limbs,
excoriate his skin and keep the body on the square for seven days and then
send to Alibey ibn Zulgadar, his brother Nasraddin and Osman Garayoluk,
who lost their way under the influence of Nasimi, too.»

The history of the Orient peoples knows many individuals with an iron
will who went to execution for their beliefs without changing them until the
last breath. However, none of these executions was as tragic and painful as the
execution of Nasimi. Already exhausted and dying, he continued to repeat the
words of his teacher, the basis of the Hurufis teachings: “Al-al-hagg” (“Allah
is me”). Then they asked him: “If you are Allah, why does your face turn
pale?”” According to the folktale, Nasimi put on his last strength and answered
the executioners: “I am the sun rising over the horizon of great love. When the
sun makes its final journey, it turns pale.” So the great Azerbaijani poet died.

Nasimi’s poetic wisdom was emphasized by the gift of penetrating the
secrets of the invisible world. Perhaps that is why he was cramped in one
physically perceived world. As he expressed in his poems:

“Both worlds within my compass come,

but this world cannot compass me.

An omnipresent pearl I am

and both worlds cannot compass me.

Because in me both earth and heaven and Creation’s “BE!” were found,

Be silent! For there is no commentary can encompass me.”
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The poet makes judgments about the limits and levels of human intellectual
capabilities, about the role of the sense and the knowledge of the divine light
revealed in a human, the knowledge of the universe and Allah as a means
for the artistic revelation of the philosophical problems of a perfect human.
Cognition and self-knowledge are the enduring motives of Nasimi’s poetry.
Sense is the greatest blessing granted to human by Allah. This gift puts human
above all creatures. Human is the crown of creation, worthy of worship. He
is a great power [2].

Nasimi believed that anyone who wants to understand the truth should
strive to understand human, his motivation and desire for beauty and good.
Human was the center of the universe for Nasimi:

“Oh you who call a stone and earth a precious pearl,

1s not man who is so fair and gentle also a pearl!”

Legends tell about Nasimi’s courageous and steadfast behavior during
his execution. According to legend, one of the theologians who was at his
execution said that Nasimi’s blood was cursed, and all that it falls on must be
cut off by a sword and burned by fire. A drop of blood Nasimi hit the finger of
the theologian himself immediately after his words. The crowd of people who
was at the execution demanded to cut off the finger, the theologian frightened
by his finger and began to answer that he spoke allegorically. The dying poet
managed to compose a couplet on this subject, which later became a proverb:
“If they cut off the finger of the pious, they will turn away from the truth. If
they excoriate skin from head to toe of an unfortunate lover - he doesn’t cry”
[1].

Conclusion. Unfortunately, the tragic events that took place in Syria
in 2014 did not pass by the great poet. The tomb of the great thinker was
destroyed. As if six centuries later, Nasimi was executed again. However,
despite all this, Nasimi’s ideas, his calls for tolerance and peace will never be
ruined. Giving a summary, | want to note that despite the six centuries that
have passed since the poet’s physical existence, interest in his personality and
works doesn’t weaken over time. Nasimi did not leave this world — he lives
in the hearts of people, we are getting closer and closer to Nasimi, listening
to his ideas. The ideas of tolerance and humanism of the great thinker don’t
lose their relevance and today they are needed and more interesting to future
generations than their own century, to their contemporaries.

94



ncasanat vo madeniyyat problemlari / Problems of Arts and Culture / TTpoGieMbI HCKyCCTBa 1 KYJTbTYpbI NI (71)

REFERENCE:

1. Hobibboyli I.9.Cahana sigmayan Azarbaycan sairi. Azarbaycan qozeti, http:/
www.azerbaijan-news.az/view-161036/cahana-sigmayan-azerbaycan-sairi

2. Korimli T. Nosiminin humanizmi. https://azertag.az/xeber/1253487

3. Mags3oneit Hacumu — eme onHa yTtpara Hacienus yeiaoBeuectna? http://
www.lnews.az/news/m-n-bu-cahana-s-mazam-mavzoley-nasimi---
esche-odna-utrata-naslediya-chelovechestva

Viigar Karimli (Azarbaycan)

Imadaddin Nasiminin irsindo toleranthq vo humanizm ideyalari

Miiallifin hazirladig1 bu mogaloda Imadaddin Nasiminin Azarbaycanin vo
biitiin Qadim Sorqin badii vo falsafi diisiincosinin aparici simalarindan biri ol-
dugu bildirilir. Nosimi 6ziiniin yiiksok intellektual vo monavi modoniyyati, ge-
nis diinyagoriisii vo yaradiciliq faaliyyati ilo layiqli niifuz gazanmisdir. Onun,
insanin manavi ylksalisi vo intellektual madaniyyatilo ilo baglh fikirlari in-
sanlar li¢lin miisbat tosir gostorirdi. Nosiminin fikri, insanin manavi cohatdon
yaxsilagdirilmasi yolu ilo yiiksok moadoniyyatli votondas comiyyatinin yara-
dilmasi ¢agirisi idi. Bu yanasma pisliyi, qaddarligi, fanatikliyi, cohalsti, do-
ziimsiizllyl vo yadlagsmaya, qarsidurmaya, zorakiliga vo miihariboyo aparan
digor dagidict insan keyfiyyatlorini qinamagla slagolondirildi.

Dahi sairin fiziki varligindan altt osr ke¢gmosino baxmayaraq, onun
$oxsiyyating vo irsind maraq zaman ke¢dikco azalmir, oksino artir. Boyiik bir
miitofokkirin tolerantliq vo humanizm ideyalar1 aktualligini itirmir oksina bu
giin onlar golocok nosillor iigiin daha zoruri vo daha maraqhidirlar.

Acar sozlor: Imadoddin Nosimi, badii obraz, hurufizm, humanizm, toleranthq.

Byzap Kepumnu (Azepoaitorcan)

Hneun TosiepanTHoCcTH M ryManu3Ma B Haciaennu Umanenanua Hacumu

Nmanennnn Hacumu sBIISIETCS OOHUM M3 BEAYIIUX JEATENICH XyToKe-
CTBEHHOHW M ¢unocodckoit Mpiciu AzepOaiikana U Bcero apeBHero Boc-
Toka. CBOEH BBICOKON YMCTBEHHON M HPaBCTBEHHOH KYJIbTYpOU, IIUPOKUM
KpyT030pOM M CO3UIATEIbHON AeATENbHOCTHI0 Hacumu 3aBo€eBa 3aCyKeH-
HbII aBropuTeT. Mnen HacuMu 0 HpaBCTBEHHOM COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHMS YEJO-
BEKa U €ro MHTEJUIEKTyaJlbHOE TBOPYECTBO OKA3ajW IMO3UTHUBHOE BIIUSHUE
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Ha >KUTeJIed MyCYJIbMaHCKHUX CTpaH. B ocHoBe mpee Hacumm nexan npu-
3bIB K (POPMHUPOBAHHUIO OOIIECTBA BHICOKOKYJIBTYPHBIX JIFO/IEH JIMIIb 3a CUET
HPABCTBEHHOI'O COBEPIICHCTBOBAHUS 4esloBeKa. Takoil moaxos ObUT CBsI3aH
C KPUTHYECKHUM NEPEOCMBICICHUEM U3HHU, OCYKJIEHUEM 3J1a, KECTOKOCTH,
(danaTu3Ma, HEBEXKECTBA, HETEPIUMOCTU U APYTUX JAECTPYKTHBHBIX UEJIO-
BEUECKUX KaueCTB, BEAYIIUX K OTUYKIEHHUIO, TPOTUBOCTOSHUIO, HACHIIUIO,
KoH(uKTaM 1 BoliHaM. HecMOTps Ha 111eCcTh BEKOB, MPOLLIEAIINX CO BPEMEHU
($u3HYECKOrO CYIIECTBOBAHUS [103TA, HHTEPEC K €r0 JTUYHOCTU U TBOPUECTBY
He ocialdeBaeT co BpeMeHeM, a Ha000poT, Bo3pacTaeT. Maen TonepantHocTn
U TyMaHHM3Ma BEJIMKOTO MBICIMTENS HE TEPSIOT CBOEH aKTyalbHOCTH, U Ce-
TO/IHS. OHU HEOOXOIMMBI U 00JIee MHTEPECHBI OyyIIIUM MOKOJIEHUSIM, YEM UX
BO3PACTY, UX COBPEMEHHHKAM.

Knroueswvie cnosa: Umanennun Hacumu, XynosxecTBEHHBIN 00pa3, Xypy-
¢bu3M, TyMaHu3M, TOJIEPAHTHOCTD.
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