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FROM THE HISTORY OF AZERBAIJANI
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(ABOUT THE FEATURES OF THE METHODOLOGICAL
AND CHRONOLOGICAL DIVISION)

Abstract. The article deals with the peculiarities of the methodological
and chronological division in the study of Azerbaijani and Russian artistic
interrelationship. The author highlights the problem in the context of history
and modernity. He notes that despite the topicality of the issue, this topic has not
been adequately studied yet. The author offers a methodological investigation
for exploring this vast theme on a chronological and regional basis. Referring
to the rich factual material, the author recommends investigating the problem
by analyzing the works, their thematic features and stylistic diversity, by
studying the artist’s attitude to the theme and the work.
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Introduction. The study of artistic relationships between geographical
subjects is one of the major areas of historical art history. The processing
and investigation of extensive historical and artistic material enriches art
history with new research, which is methodologically subdivided into
several component and interconnected problem areas. Such areas are often
research in the field of investigation of works of art, the work of an artist,
art education, teaching in art universities, creative business trips, holding
exhibitions, scientific conferences and meetings. Being interconnected,
these directions form the basis of a general study of interregional (interstate)
artistic interrelationships. Methodologically, the study of artistic relationships
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between geographical subjects, which is a form of historical art history, is
closely related to comparative, cognitive, theoretical, descriptive and other
methods that are widely used in scientific works.

The interpretation of the main material. Azerbaijani and Russian
artistic relationships represent a major scientific theme, which, for all its
relevance, has not been fully investigated to this day yet [1, p. 3-13]. At the
same time, research on interrelationships is a sufficiently common form of art
history work both in Azerbaijani and Russian art history. These art studies,
which combine the features of adjoining sciences — culturology, sociology,
aesthetics, enrich scientific knowledge with new decisions and conclusions,
also contribute to the rapprochement of ethnic groups and the strengthening
of intercultural dialogue. So, studies of artistic relationships between
geographical subjects acquire the features of universal (interdisciplinary)
research in the humanitarian sphere and for this reason, they become very
relevant in modern scientific circles.

As it was noted, not so much is known about the Azerbaijani and Russian
artistic relationships. Meanwhile, even a small excursion into the history of
these relationships reveals extensive factual material, the processing of which
would lead to very interesting results. This would become one of the key
components in the development of cultural and scientific relations between
Azerbaijan and Russia. This is the meaning of this article. Its purpose is
the processing and art historical investigation of the selected material, the
identification of methodological bases in the study of these relationships,
their thematic classification and the creation of a consistent panorama of
development. The author’s aspiration to contribute to the strengthening of
cultural and friendly ties between these two subjects can be assessed as a
supporting goal of the presented research.

We attribute the beginning of the development of artistic interrelationships
traditionally to the beginning of the 20™ century, because earlier relationships,
if any, had a non-systematic, random nature. At the same time, we do not
consider the work of Russian artists (mostly engravings, less often — painted
with oil paint or watercolors) who visited Azerbaijan in the 1819 centuries
as a subject of research [5, p. 162-163]. Some of them were part of scientific
expeditions organized by the EAS. Others were in military service (among
which there were many Germans — submitted to Russia) and had the rank of
officer. In the latter case, the work (landscape view, historical and architectural
monuments, life of the population, etc.) was carried out not so much from
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an artistic point of view as from a military topographic point of view [2, p.
27]. Such are, for example, panoramic pictures of Baku and its surroundings
by Samuel Gottlieb Gmelin, Ivan Borisov, Gavrilo Sergeevich Sergeev, Karl
Gustav Hippius and others, who, as we believe, have a certain artistic and
cognitive significance. Of course, not all of the artists were natives of St.
Petersburg, but almost all of them came to Azerbaijan from St. Petersburg,
which then was the capital of Russia.

The beginning of the 20" century is a period of formation and development
of Azerbaijani and Russian artistic relationships. There were few connections
before the establishment of Soviet power. They were fragmentary, often one-
sided, unrelated [3]. They lacked also a driving force, a clear goal of action
and real prospects of all-round development. This was the initial period of the
interrelationship. Nevertheless, in fact, there are many interesting materials
that relate to this period. These materials have not been studied practically
until now. Going forward, we note that even well-known historical facts have
never received an art historical assessment. These data shed light on the little-
studied pages of the past by highlighting the common cultural heritage for the
two countries, which are much more important today than in their time.

Relationships have acquired the feature of permanent relationships since
the very beginning of the Soviet period. They sent to Azerbaijan artists,
specialists in publishing and printing, teachers for art education from the cities
ofthe RSFSR, mainly from Moscow and Petrograd to provide the development
of cultural life in the republic, as well as art education. Graphic poster artists
and illustrators predominated among the artists, since their activities had an
agitational and educational profile, which was very necessary in the first years
of Soviet power [4, p. 14].

Features of the methodological approach in the study of Azerbaijani
and Russian art research. It is advisable to study them on a regional basis
in view of the territorial vastness of the Russian Federation and the diversity
of artistic ties. Almost all regions of the Russian Federation can provide
significant information on interrelations, but the importance of Moscow,
St. Petersburg and other large cities is noticeably higher. In addition to
them, the regions of the Russian Federation adjacent to Azerbaijan, as well
as regions that have traditional cultural and historical relations (community)
with our republic (Dagestan, Chechnya, Tatarstan, Bashkortostan, etc.), are of
significant interest in the regional study of the issue. In this context, Folk Art
and Applied and Decorative Arts are of particular importance.
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The methodology of the study of Azerbaijani and Russian artistic
relationships may be different depending on the specific theme, but due to
the “academic” nature of the relationship (unlike the national regions of the
Russian Federation), the methods of coverage and comparison should have a
classical profile resting on the achievements of many years of development
and scientific experience of modern art history.

In conclusion, let us summarize the topic by making some conclusions.
Of course, the Azerbaijani and Russian artistic relationship is very
relevant, rich in factual materials that deserve coverage and study. At the
same time, the theme, which is bilateral, can be considered both from
the Azerbaijani and Russian sides. An even better option could be joint
research, which will undoubtedly bring art historians of Azerbaijan and
the Russian Federation closer together, by laying the foundation for long-
term scientific cooperation.

Azerbaijani and Russian artistic relations are part of the cultural relations
between the two countries. Some aspects of these relations were studied
by Azerbaijani scientists, for example, K. Kerimov, whose PhD thesis was
devoted to the theme of Azerbaijan in the works of Russian artists (pre-Soviet
period). In following years, the author of these lines was actively engaged
in the study of the issue, who has devoted more than a dozen articles to this
theme published in Azerbaijan and other countries. At the same time, this
topic still stores a lot of interesting scientific materials that are subject to
research.

Anyway, the interrelationships mentioned in the article are of great
practical importance from the point of view of the study of the artistic style,
ideological and artistic content of works, as well as in the context of history
and modernity. It seems that studies of these interrelationships will become
more intensive and will bring new interesting results in the future.
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Xazar Zeynalov (Azarbaycan)

AZIRBAYCAN-RUS BODii 9LAQOLORI TARIXINDON

(metodoloji va xronoloji bolgiiniin xiisusiyyatlori barads)

Xiilasa. Mogalada Azarbaycan-rus badii olagalorinin todqiqinde metodo-
loji vo xronoloji bolgiiniin xiisusiyyatlorindon bohs olunur. Miisllif proble-
mi tarix vo miuasirlik kontekstindo isiqlandirir. O, qeyd edir ki, masalonin
aktualligina baxmayaraq, bu moévzu indiys qodor lazimi saoviyyods tadqiq
edilmoyib. Miioallif bu ohatoli mévzunu todqiq etmok {i¢iin xronoloji vo re-
gional asasda metodoloji ayirma toklif edir. Mioallif zongin faktiki materia-
la istinad edorok problemi osarlorin tohlili, onlarin tematik xtisusiyyatlorini
va lislub miixtalifliyini, rassamin movzuya vo asora miinasibatini dyronmok
vasitosilo todqiq etmayi tovsiys edir.

Acar sozlar: Azorbaycan-rus badii olagolori, Azorbaycan incaosonati,
todqiq metodikasi, asarlarin tohlili, Rusiyanin bolgalori.

Xazap 3eiinanoe (Azepoaiidxncan)

U3 UCTOPUM ABEPBANI)KAHO-PYCCKHX

XYIOXKECTBEHHBIX B3AUMOCBS3EN

(00 0cO0EHHOCTAX METOA0JI0OTMYECKOr0 U XPOHOJIOTHYECKOT0 J1eJIeHNS)

AmnHoranus. B crarbe roBopurcsi 06 0COOEHHOCTSAX METOJOJIOTHUECKOTO 1
XPOHOJIOTUYECKOTO JICJICHUS B UCCIIEIOBAHNH a3epOaliKaHO-PYCCKUX XyIIOKe-
CTBEHHBIX B3aMMOOTHOILIEHUI. ABTOp OCBEILAET MpoOIeMy B KOHTEKCTE UCTO-
pyH ¥ coBpeMeHHOCTH. OH OTMEUAEeT, YTO HECMOTPS Ha aKTyaJlbHOCTh BOIIPOCa,
9Ta TeMa JI0 CHX 0P B JOJDKHOM Mepe uccieioBaHa He Oblia. ABTOp Ipeuiaraer
METOJIOJIOTHUECKUI pa3z0op /1jIsl UCCIEA0BAHUS 3TOM OOIIMPHON TEMbI Ha XpO-
HOJIOTHYECKOM M perMoHasIbHOM ocHOBe. Ccbltasch Ha Oorarblil (hpakTHiecKuii
Marepuall, aBTOp PEKOMEHAYET MCCIEN0BaTh MPoOIeMy HOCPEICTBOM aHAIM3a
MPOU3BEJICHUM, NX TEMAaTUYECKHX OCOOCHHOCTEH M CTHIMCTUYECKOTO Pa3HOO-
Opasus, U3y4eHHEM OTHOILECHUS XY/IOKHHKA K TEME U IPOU3BEICHHIO.

Kntouesvle cnosa: AzepOaiipkaHO-PYCCKHE XYTOKESCTBCHHBIC B3aMMOC-
BSI3U, UCKYCCTBO A3epOaii/pkaHa, METOJMKA MCCIEIOBAHUS, aHAIU3 MPOU3-
BelleHUH, peruonsl Poccun.
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