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PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF
NATIONAL CULTURE IN THE CONTEXT
OF STATE CULTURAL POLICY

Abstract. Cultural unity and integrity play an important role among the
elements that make up a nation. The article identifies the lines of successful
development by showing the directions of cultural policy. “National cultural
consciousness and opportunity must always be kept alive; Our cultural works
must be protected, researched and explained to the world and to ourselves in
the broadest sense; The cultural creativity of our nation must be systematically
promoted”.

The national culture of a nation is a set of common values formed by the
ancestral heritage, material existence, greatness of faith and morality, richness
of language and art and traditions that emanate from its national history. In
order for a nation to exist and for the nations of the world to accept its existence,
it is necessary for it to study cultural values in the light of science and to live
and develop them consciously. In order for a nation to exist and to accept its
existence for the nations of the world, it is necessary to study cultural values in
the light of science and to live and develop them consciously.

From this point of view, there is a need for a general cultural policy with
clearly defined boundaries and realistic opportunities for the survival and
development of cultural life.

Key words: cultural policy, cultural values, independence, democracy,
integration.

Introduction. A new approach to solving global, regional and local
problems, issues of globalization and cultural integration is observed in
modern world politics. The Republic of Azerbaijan also participates actively
in this process, which requires the formation of democracy as a political
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system. The synthesis of national and human values in the republic and the
reforms implemented in the context of world experience create conditions for
reaching the level of socially, culturally and economically developed countries
of the world. The problems encountered in this process, which serves social,
cultural and economic progress, make it necessary to study human history,
world development experience and expand complex ties in the field of culture,
all of which can be achieved only through perfect cultural policy.

Today, a concrete policy is being pursued to strengthen the international
recognition and independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Necessary
decisions have also been made for the development of education and culture.
The state apparatus, educational and cultural institutions are built in accordance
with European standards. National-cultural, intellectual forces help to determine
the direction of state policy through their comprehensive activities.

The interpretation of the main material. Relying on the historical
and cultural traditions of our people, our language, religion, national and
spiritual values, the Azerbaijani state pursues its domestic and foreign policy
in accordance with modern requirements in the new historical conditions.
Preservation and development of our moral values is one of the main tasks of
the cultural policy of the independent republic.

The cultural policy pursued after gaining our independence creates a
great basis for the preservation of our national and spiritual values and their
transmission to future generations. This great achievement of our people
ensures the use of our spiritual values, which are our national wealth, and
their development and integration as an integral part of human values. By
establishing a free and sovereign state, the people of Azerbaijan carry out
cultural and economic reforms, return to their national and moral values and
history and use the experience of democratic countries.

Due to the fact that our state pursues such a democratic cultural policy
and is integrated into the modern world culture, we must accept that we have
to consciously make form changes without making major changes in our
culture, i.e. without cutting off the characteristics of our national identity that
need to be protected, without damaging our national and spiritual values, but
based on the experience and the advanced achievements of science. Today,
whether we like it or not, we cannot stay out of the globalization movement
and the process of cultural integration. While not denying that the positive
aspects of this process serve the cultural progress of our society, we must also
think about preventing its negative manifestations.
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Achievements in the field of cultural policy prove that the state
independence of Azerbaijan is strengthening and the process of building a
democratic, legal, secular state in our republic is developing even faster. The
late President Heydar Aliyev, who clearly understood that the foundation
of statehood, the foundation of national existence depend on culture, said
in a statement dated August 13, 2001: “We are proud of our national and
spiritual values, our religious values and traditions. Our people have created
our traditions, national and moral values for hundreds and thousands of years
and these are the factors that constitute the spirituality of our people now”.

The successful results and perspectives of the cultural policy pursued with
confidence and loyalty by President [lham Aliyev, who is a worthy successor of the
political and cultural line pursued by our national leader Heydar Aliyev, are already
visible. So, the Concept of Culture of the Republic of Azerbaijan was approved by
the decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated February 14, 2014
[7]. The main goal of the concept is to achieve the preservation, future development
and successful integration of the ancient and magnificent Azerbaijani culture and
art into world culture by developing priority areas such as protection of cultural
heritage, support of creativity and revival of cultural industries in accordance with
the requirements of modern times in order to bring the mechanisms of ensuring
domestic and foreign state cultural policy to the level of world standards. The
application of modern information and communication technologies in all areas of
culture and art is envisaged as the core of the reforms to be implemented.

The general goals and objectives of the “State Development Concept”
defining the perspectives of cultural policy are to develop common issues such
as cultural management, legal, financial, scientific and information support,
human resource development, modernization of material and technical
infrastructure and strengthening of international cooperation, which act as
security mechanisms of cultural policy and cover all areas of culture, as well
as to ensure the implementation of reforms required to bring the mentioned
areas of domestic and foreign state cultural policy to world standards.

Among the elements that form a nation, cultural unity and integrity are the
most important. The national culture of a nation is a set of common values
formed by the ancestral heritage, material existence, greatness of faith and
morality, richness of language and art and traditions that emanate from its
national history. In order for a nation to exist and to accept its existence for
the nations of the world, it is necessary to study cultural values in the light of
science and to live and develop them consciously [6, p. 36-37].
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In order to be a developed nation today, it is necessary to be advanced and
strengthened in science, technique, economics and technology. The importance
of culture and art in the life of nations in the field of economics and technology
is clearly seen in the economic and technical spheres and in developed societies.
Various efforts are being made and various measures are being taken in these
societies to preserve, research and evaluate the national culture.

Principles of our national culture depend on material and spiritual and
cultural values, activities and structures such as family, school, national
language, national history, ethnography, folklore, fine art, art, theater, opera,
libraries, geography and economy, humanity and modern culture, worldview,
patriotism, ancient Azerbaijani works and museums, publication, propaganda
and agitation.

In order to maintain and develop the cultural life of a nation, there is a
need for a general cultural policy with clearly defined boundaries and realistic
opportunities. “It is necessary for our nation, which is in a state of transition
from the concept of closed, mystical and scholastic culture of the East to
the concept of the West based on the domination of the mind, to cover three
features of a national cultural policy:

1. To awaken and to keep the consciousness of national culture awake.

2. To protect, keep alive, promote and love works of cultural value.

3. To promote creativity in culture by using all means and methods” [6, p. 39].

If we summarize, cultural policy must be developed in three directions:
“National cultural consciousness and opportunity must always be kept alive;
Our cultural works must be preserved, researched and explained to the world
and to ourselves in the broadest sense; The cultural creativity of our nation
must be systematically promoted” [6, p. 40].

The National Culture Private Specialization Commission, which defined
the main goals of the national cultural policy of the Republic of Turkey, focused
on the goals and basic principles of national cultural policy at the beginning of
the work on national cultural planning and came to the appropriate conclusion
on the following grounds: “There must be a accordance between the main goal
of the national cultural policy and the national goal of Turkey. As it is known,
Turkey’s national goal is to achieve and maintain stability in the country and
peace abroad, to protect national unity, integrity and the rights and freedoms
of Turkish citizens in a world order based on independence, freedom, justice
and equality, to raise the Turkish people to the level of modern culture by
developing living conditions in a democratic order and in accordance with
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the principles of social justice. For this, the young generation must be brought
up physically and mentally healthy, patriotic, aiming to uplift our nation and
believing in democracy and with a mentality of national ideals. Because of
this, Turkish culture and art must be valued, researched and the whole society
must benefit from this culture and recognize it” [4, p. 26].

Similarly, as shown in this example, which is in line with Azerbaijan’s
national cultural policy, cultural policy must be shaped in accordance with
the defined national policy goals and acquire a corresponding essence. In
this sense, it should not be overlooked that language is the greatest and most
important element of culture. Language is the first and basic element of
culture, as well as the main carrier and treasure of other cultural elements. In
this sense, the nation means, first of all, unity of language [4, p. 27-28].

Preservation of a language is possible only through its transmission to
future generations. A language that is not passed on to future generations is a
dead language. The main way of language transmission is national upbringing
and education. The Azerbaijani language must be taught to new generations
within its structure and with all its richness. To do this, all textbooks must
be written in a living, natural and rich Azerbaijani language, teachers must
be provided with Azerbaijani language, textbooks must include classic texts
and attention should be paid to accessing additional support from a separate
technical center and tools to selected literary works, to support education.

In general, the areas to be focused on cultural policy for the protection and
development of our national culture can be classified as following: Culture and
literature; Culture and Azerbaijani music; Culture, Azerbaijani architecture
and spatial regulation; Culture and Azerbaijani spectacle arts; Culture and
Azerbaijani art; Culture and folklore; Culture and mass media; Protection and
propaganda institutions of culture; Culture and foreign relations of Azerbaijan
(affirmation and protection of elements of Azerbaijani culture, within the
country — abroad; Promotion and dissemination of national culture abroad);
Culture and history; Social research and cultural changes; Culture, religion
and morality [4, p.32-39].

The 20" century has left indelible marks on the life of the Azerbaijani
people. In fact, a new Azerbaijan has been formed at the crossroads of
centuries and millennia. The historical destiny of our people has created such
an opportunity that Azerbaijan has rapidly broken away from the old world
and has taken the path of science, culture, health, education, socio-political
renaissance in the last century. Today, every Azerbaijani can be proud that our
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ancestors put an end to mass illiteracy in a very short time and our homeland
has become a land of literate people who can read and write. Thanks to the
civic activity of our patriotic and fanatical intellectuals, the first theater, the
first opera, the first cinema, etc. appeared in Azerbaijan in the East. Mass
literacy, the pursuit of science, culture and education have changed the
morale, lifestyle and appearance of the Azerbaijani people and brought them
into the developing world.

The establishment of a democratic, independent Azerbaijani state has been
both an economic and a moral victory for our people. Today, the education,
culture, in general, all spheres of economic, social, cultural, spiritual and
political life of Azerbaijan are at a level that fully meets world civilization.

A truly fertile ground has been laid for our culture, which has been filtered
for millennia, to be reunited with universal values based on native sources
in the last 20 years since the independence we gained after 70 years of
separation. As the process of returning to the ancestral roots, self-realization
of our nation, assimilation of the rules of coexistence of our people and state
by civilized humanity intensifies, the celebration of the universal culture of
the Azerbaijani people becomes more pronounced. The achievements of our
cultural workers during the twenty years of our independence, as well as our
cultural life as a whole, give grounds to say that the 20th century has really
entered history with the triumph of our culture.

Of course, one of the important factors for the establishment of an
independent state and its further strengthening and development is the
bringing up of a comprehensive, educated, cultural personality. Because,
the comprehensive development of the individual, his role among people
in society, his position forms his worldview, political, cultural, moral and
spiritual, artistic and aesthetic development is relevant in modern conditions,
in the years of independence as at all times.

At present, the problem of personality development is being studied
in many aspects and sociological research is being carried out. Works,
monographs, dissertations are written and other works are carried out. In
general, independence is becoming an important issue that concerns all people
as an important part of our lives [2, p. 5].

Conclusion. Today, Azerbaijani culture is experiencing a more glorious
period thanks to the traditions, care and attention of its great leader President
Heydar Aliyev and by nourishing from national and spiritual sources.
Events dedicated to the celebration of our historical personalities, prominent
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representatives of our national culture, also some national holidays and
historical days are held by decrees and orders signed by President Ilham
Aliyev. According to these documents, new streets and squares are being
built, museums are being opened, various publications are being published,
our artists are being awarded the highest awards of our country, their special
place and role in the development of our culture is being reaffirmed.

All this confirms once again that the Azerbaijani people, who have its
ancient history and culture, have taken very successful steps in the development
of culture, as well as in other areas, to take their rightful place in the world
community after regaining independence and are determined to become one of
the most civilized nations in the world in the first decades of the 21st century.
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Giilgcin Kazimi (Azarbaijan)

DOVLOT MODONI SIYASOTININ KONTEKSTIND® MILLI

MODONIYYOTIN TOBLIGi VO INKISAFI

Millsti meydana gotiron {insiirlor igorisindo modoniyyat birliyi vo
biitlinliilyli 6nomli yer tutur. Moqalodo madoniyyat siyasatinin istiqgamatlori
gostarilmakls ugurlu inkisafin cizgilori miioyyanlosdirilir. “Milli madoniyyat
stiuru vo imkani daima canli tutulmalidir; Madoniyyat asorlorimiz on genis
anlamiyla qorunmali, todqiq edilmali, diinyaya vo 6ziimiizo anladilmalidir;
Millotimizin modoniyyat yaradiciligi sistemli olaraq togviq edilmalidir”.

Har bir millstin milli madaniyyati, onun milli tarixindon qopub galon bir
ata mirasi, maddi varliginin, inanc vo oxlaq ucaliginin, dil vo sonat zongin-
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liyinin, onanalarinin amals gatirdiyi ortaq bir dayarlor mocmusudur. Bir mil-
latin var ola bilmasi, diinya millstlorino varligini qobul etdiro bilmasi iigiin,
elm ig1g1 altinda madoniyyat doyarlarini incolomasi, siiurlu olaraq yasadib
inkisaf etdirmosi zaruridir.

Bu baximdan madoniyyat hoyatin1 yasatmaq vo inkisaf etdirmak tigiin hii-
dudlar1 aydin cizilmis, imkanlar1 ger¢okliklo hesablanmis bir iimumi mode-
niyyot siyasotino ehtiyac vardir.

Acar sozlar: modoni siyasot, modoni doyarlor, miistoqillik, demokratiya,
inteqrasiya.

T'tonvuun Kazvimu (Azepoaitoncan)

IMPOJABUKEHUE U PA3BBUTUE HAIIMOHAJIBHOM

KYJIBTYPbI B KOHTEKCTE TOCYIAPCTBEHHOM

KYJIBTYPHOM NNOJINTUKA

KynerypHO€ €IMHCTBO U IIETOCTHOCTh UTPAIOT BAXKHYIO POJIb CPEAM dlie-
MEHTOB, COCTaBJISIFOIINX HalMio. B cTarhe ompezenensl HallpaBJieHUs YCIeIl-
HOT'O Pa3BUTHS, TOKa3aHbl HAIIPABICHUS KyJIbTYpHOH nonmutuku. «Hanmonane-
HOE KYJIBTYPHOE CaMOCO3HaHHE U BO3MOYKHOCTH JIOJKHBI BCETIa COXPAHSATHCS
HAIlI KyJIBTYPHBIE TIPOU3BEICHHS IOJKHBI OBITh 3alUIIEHBI, UCCTICIOBAHBI U
00BbSCHEHBI MUPY M HaM CaMHM B CAaMOM LIIUPOKOM cMbiciie; Heobxomumo cu-
CTEMATUYECKHU TOOMIPATH KYIBTYPHOE TBOPUYECTBO HAIICH HAIUI.

HannonaneHas KyiapTypa HaIlUu - ’TO COBOKYITHOCTb OOIIHMX IIEHHOCTEH,
c(hopMUpPOBAHHBIX HACIEANEM MPEIKOB, MATCPUATHHBIM CYIIECTBOBAaHUEM,
BEJIMYUEM BEPhI U HPABCTBEHHOCTH, OOTaTCTBOM SI3bIKA M UCKYCCTBA, a TaK-
Ke TPaJULMSIMH, BHITEKAIOIIMMU W3 HAlMOHAIbHOM uctopuu. s Toro,
9TOOBI HAIlMS CYIECTBOBAJIA M HAIIMKM MHUpPA TIPU3HATHU €€ CYIIECTBOBAHHE,
ell HeoOXO0aUMO M3yuyaTh KYJIbTYpHBIE IIEHHOCTH B CBETE€ HAayKH, a TaKKe
KUTh U pa3BUBATh UX CO3HATENbHO. JIJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI HAIUS CyIIECTBOBAIa
Y TIpU3HaJa CBOE CyIIECTBOBAHUE I HAPOJOB MHPa, HEOOXOIUMO U3y4aTh
KYJIBTYpHbIE IIEHHOCTH B CBETE HAayKH, a Tak)Ke XKUTh U Pa3BUBATh UX CO-
3HATENBHO.

C 2TO# TOYKH 3pEHHUsI CYIIECTBYET MOTPEOHOCTH B OOIICH KyJIbTYpPHOH I10-
JIUTUKE C YETKO OTPECICHHBIMUA IPAHUIIAMU U PEAIbHBIMUA BO3MOKHOCTSIMU
JUTSl BBDKMBAHUS M Pa3BUTHUSA KYJIBTYPHOM KU3HU.

Knioueevie cnosea: KynbTypHas TIOJUTHKA, KYJIBTypHBIE IIEHHOCTH,
HE3aBUCUMOCTb, IEMOKpATHsl, UHTETpaLlUs.
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