Incosanat vo madaniyyat problemlori / Problems of Arts and Culture / TTpo6iieMbl HCKYCCTBA 1 KyJBTYpbl N1 (75)

UOT 7(091);7.03

Zamina Rasulova
Shaki “Yukhari Bash” National Historical Architectural Reserve
(Azerbaijan)
selzem83@gmail.com

WHAT DID JUAN VAN HALEN WRITE ABOUT
SHEKI KHAN PALACE? CAN WE BELIEVE THAT THE SMALL
SIZED MINIATURES WERE PAINTED BY AN ITALIAN?

Abstract. Sheki khan palace, a historical and architectural monument
of world importance was included into the UNESCO World Heritage List
in 2019.Both the facade and the interior of Sheki khan palace that the
construction dates back to the XVIII century were decorated with the various
shaped, plot, geometrical, plant, miniature and allegorical paintings. The
miniature hunting and battle scenes which were painted on the second floor
of the palace as attracts attention either for their size, placement ,or the topic
were investigated by the local and foregin scholars,art critics and reserchers
and transformed into the topic of the various articles, books and scientific
works. But 142 miniatures which were painted in the main hall of the first
floor, in divankhana room of the palace both for their small sizes and being
painted within the stalactites which are at the intersection of the walls and
the ceiling overlooked. But in fact the investigation of these paintings is
one of the important problems for Azerbaijani art. But unfortunately as the
mentioned drawings have not been scientifically studied till now some of the
experts believe that the author of these paintings is not a person who drew
other images, but a completely different, alien person, in short, a European.
The reason for this conclusion is a sentence written by Juan Van Halen in
his memories.

In this article Juan Van Halen”s memories about Sheki khan palace will be
analyzed. Will be analyzed extent of rightness of the claims that the author of
the white and blue paintings or small sized miniatures depicted in the palace
is a European.

Key words: Sheki khan palace, Juan Van Halen, miniatures, an italian,
drawing with Chinese manner.
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Introduction. Juan Van Halen (1788-1864) who was deported from his
native homeland Spain in 1818 served in the Tsar’s army for 18 months
(1819-1820) and was directly involved in the unification of the Caucasus with
Tsarist Russia. The original Spanish manuscript of Don Juan’s work that he
had written during the exile, edited by the author of “DON ESTEBAN” and
“SANDOVAL” and printed by J.and J.Harper under the title of “Narrative
of Don Juan Van Halen’s imprisoment in the Dungeons of the Inquisition at
Madrid,and his escape in 1817 and 1818 ;to which are added,his journey to
Russia,his campaign with the army of the Caucasus,and his return to Spain in
18217, in English, in 1828, in New York. According to the book, Don Juan’s
views on the Sheki khan’s palace are presented:

”Narrative of Don Juan Van Halen’s imprisoment in the Dungeons of the
Inquisition at Madrid,and his escape in 1817 and 1818 ;to which are added,his
journey to Russia,his campaign with the army of the Caucasus,and his return
to Spain in 1821 [pp. 315-317].

“We entered Nougha at ten o’clock in the morning, and alighted at the palace
ofthelate Khan, where apartments had been prepared for us.As the Khan of'this
province died without issue, in 1819, it fell under the immediate government
of Russia, and General Yermolow appointed to the administration.(Z.R.: The
person who was mentioned that died without issue was Ismayil khan the last
khan of Sheki khanate.)...The palace of the Khan was built at various times,
and by different architects®. The principal part of this building, which was
occupied by Prince Madatoff, and covered with carpets and tapestry,offered
nothing very remarkable. The apartments of the commandant of the province
were in the most modern part of the edifice, and consisted of a suite of rooms,
adjoining a gallery, the walls and ceilings of which were ornamented with
looking- glasses,bordered by a tasteful foliage, painted and varnished in the
Chinese manner, by an Italian who had been employed by the late Khan ten
years ago**. This gallery looked into a garden , in which there were several
cascades, formed by the waters of the fountains by which this gallery was
adorned and refreshed. Between the major’s and the general’s apartments is
another garden larger than the former,and opposite to an interior staircase
of the harem there is a basin of white marble, ten feet in diameter; which
reminded me of that which is seen in one of the Moorish palaces in Granada,
where the Abencerages were beheaded. Indeed the climate, the pure sky,and
even the situation of Nougha, bear a great resemblance to that part of Spain,
although none of the Khang, notwithstanding the wealth they amassed when
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they arbitrarily disposed of the fate of the merchants and proprietors of the
country, has left any monument that can be compared in taste or magnificence
with those raised by the Moors in the two principal capitals of the south
of Spain... During our dinner two very ugly Tartar women, who had been
dancers in the harem of the late Khan, performed various dances and feats for
our entertainment, with which, however, we could very well have dispensed.
But my principal source of amusement was in the pictures which adorned
the saloon, and which represented the extravagant exploits of Runstad (Z.R.:
Most likely he meant Rustam), an imaginary hero of antiquity, the Orlando
of the Persians, the drawing and painting of which were as imperfect as the
verses of the ballad that commemorate his valorous deeds are outrageously
bombastic***... We left Nougha, on the morning of the 24th of May...”

142 small miniatures placed among the stalactites of the divan room, on
the first floor of the Sheki khan’s palace are interesting for their originality
and content. The small size of these miniatures and their location in a difficult-
to-see place have caused them to be overlooked by researchers. Thus, they
moved away and became alienated. Later, based on the above-mentioned
source, it was noted that the author of the paintings was a European.

Interpretation of the main material. Based on the memoirs of Juan Van
Halen, his sentences will be analyzed to investigate and draw conclusions
about the fact that the Italian artist had worked in the Sheki khan’s palace.

First of all, it should be noted that sometimes such authors write their
memories after returning to their homeland, so sometimes there are mistakes
and displacements.

”... The palace of the Khan was built at various times, and by different
architects...”

Most likely, the author did not mean a palace here, but separate buildings
belonging to the palace complex located inside the castle walls which were
built at different times, by different architects.Because in historical sources, in
the act drawn up by Major Lisanovich on the condition of the Nukha fortress
,and in a letter from the Decembrist A. Kornilovich to his brother, written
in Sheki in 1834 , it is said that there were about forty buildings inside the
fortress walls, separate gardens and several fountains.Even on the plan of the
city of Sheki dated on February 26, 1853, found in the Maritime Archives of
St. Petersburg,show that the palace of Sheki Khan, which has survived to this
day, is part of a large palace complex. So Van Halen was not talking about a
concrete building.
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“...The apartments of the commandant of the province were in the most
modern part of the edifice, and consisted of a suite of rooms, adjoining a
gallery, the walls and ceilings of which were ornamented with looking-
glasses,bordered by a tasteful foliage, painted and varnished in the Chinese
manner, by an Italian who had been employed by the late Khan ten years
ago...”

According to Van Halen”s namely this sentence it is claimed that the
author of the small miniatures depicted in Sheki khan’s palace is not an
Azerbaijani,but a Europian,a Western, an Italian. Let’s clarify the sentence.

“...The apartments of the commandant of the province were in the most
modern part of the edifice...”

Considering that other buildings were also built inside the castle after
the Sheki khan’s palace, which has survived to the present day could be
mentioned another one.

“... the walls and ceilings of which were ornamented with looking-
glasses,bordered by a tasteful foliage...”.

Looking-glasses,mirrors had been used in Sheki khan palace.There are
mirrors both on the ceilings of balconies and on the small ceiling of the first
floor and also on the sides of the chimnies.But the walls of this palace are
not decorated with mirrors. Considering the call of Shekikhanov”’s house in
the sources “Muzeyyen otag” (“Decorated room”) or “Qurgushunlu otag”
(“Leaded room™) and appearance of more and antique mirrors on the ceiling
and on walls of the living room in the Shakihanovs  house, can be said that the
convesation is not about the Sheki Khan’s palace, but about the Shakihanovs’
house.

“...by an Italian who had been employed by the late Khan ten years ago...”

When the author means the late khan, he means Ismayil khan. Ismayil
khan was in power in 1814-1819. So Ismayil khan”s father Jafargulu khan
Khoyski (1806-1814) employed the Italian. This is possible if it is taken into
account that the Sheki khanate had trade relations with Italy, and that colored
shebeke glass was brought from Venice.

“... painted and varnished in the Chinese manner...”

It is clear that the author does not mention either the name of the Italian
or the fact that he is a soldier or an artist. Maybe he just repaired the broken
parts.In addition, the miniatures in question are very small and could not
be seen by the naked eye with the lighting of the time. If the person who
wrote about these small miniatures was a restorer,an artist or an architect,
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his words would no doubt be quoted. However it is hard to believe on the
person”s observating these paintings and commenting on them who had
been in Sheki very busy and in the parties during his two days visit. It is
true that these small miniatures are very different from others. They are
very similar to medieval Chinese painting. However, there is not enough
evidence to agree with the idea that these paintings were painted by an
Italian artist.Because when you study the paintings one by one, it becomes
clear that even a painter who is able to paint marvellous paintings without
knowing Azerbaijani life,culture and traditions cannot depict these so
delicately.When it is talked about Chinese manner Boris Denike’s sentence
is also quoted: “It is impossible not to see a connection between Chinese
art, especially white-and-blue porcelain, in these paintings.” However, the
white-and-blue porcelain depictions in the palace, which are called Chinese
style, are not included only in the mentioned miniatures. On the second
floor of the palace there are enough ornamental paintings in the same style.
In general, the palace pays more attention to the use of blue colors over the
natural white color of gac (CaCO3) plaster. However, this does not mean
that these paintings were painted by a European who is familiar with the
rules of Chinese painting. From ancient times, Sheki, located on the Silk
Road, had cultural as well as trade relations with China. The motives of
Chinese vases and other works of art could not be unlearned by local artists
and painters. If it is taken into account that the formation of the Tabriz
miniature school was influenced by the Chinese-Uyghur miniatures, then
it should not be surprising to see this similarity in the Sheki khan’s palace.
If 142 small miniatures,women dancers, giants, jugglers, various creatures,
etc. investigated a more accurate conclusion can be drawn. It would be more
accurate to compare the giants to Sultan Muhammad’s black pen method,and
to look for the similarity of the other drawings in our miniatures. In addition,
instead of varnish, egg whites were painted on the paintings in the Sheki
khan’s palace in order to protect and brighten them.

“...Butmy principal source of amusement was in the pictures which adorned
the saloon , and which represented the extravagant exploits of Runstad (Z.R.:
Most likely he meant Rustam), an imaginary hero of antiquity, the Orlando
of the Persians, the drawing and painting of which were as imperfect as the
verses of the ballad that commemorate his valorous deeds are outrageously
bombastic....” When Van Halen said Runstad in this sentence, he probably
meant Rustam Zal. However, there is no image in the Sheki khan’s palace
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that can be compared to Rustam Zal. It is possible that there was such a
description in one of the buildings that have not been preserved to this day.
Another consideration may be related to the Sardar Palace in Iravan khanate.
Iravan Sardar Palace was very similar to Sheki Khan Palace in terms of style,
geography and general appearance. It is known that Mirza Gadim Iravani
painted a portrait of Rustam Zal during the restoration of Sardar’s palace in
the 50s of the XIX century. It is possible that in the original also depicted
Rustam Zal in the Sardar Palace. Later it was destroyed, as was the Sardar’s
palace itself. Although Van Halen did not mention in his memoirs that he had
been in Iravan, he only writes about Goycha. Maybe he had visited the Sardar
Palace in Iravan and later wrote about it together with what he saw in Nukha
because the views were similar...

Conclusion. Almost none of the inscriptions about the Sheki khan’s
palace contain the fact that these small miniatures were painted by a
representative of another nation. Even in the report on the last restoration
of the palace by Denkmalpflege Mecklenburg GmbH in 2002-2004 though
the restorations made at different times and the condition of the paintings
are touched upon, the small miniatures painted on the stalactites are not
mentioned as difference.

In conclusion it is not accurate to accept the claims that small miniatures of
the Sheki khan’s palace were painted by an italian who settled in Sheki based
on the memories of Van Halen at least because there is not enough evidence.
Because, as it is clear from the above-mentioned sentences of Van Galen, it
is not clear exactly in which building and which paintings the Italian painted.
Maybe there really was such a person, he painted in one of the buildings in the
way mentioned by Van Galen. But, of course, that building is not the current
Sheki khan’s palace. The fact that the 142 miniatures depicted in the Sheki
Khan’s palace were painted in a different style than others does not prove that
they were painted by a foreigner, but how talented, innovative and creative
Azerbaijani artists and painters were. Sultan Muhammad’s paintings were
also different. He also painted in a different style than other artists, and he
was also Azerbaijani. So the difference is not that the author is a foreigner,
but that he has a different worldview, a different approach, a different way
of thinking. From this point of view, the identity of the author of the small
miniatures mentioned in the article should be sought not in Europe, but in
Azerbaijan.
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Zamina Rasulova (Azarbaycan)

XUAN VAN QALEN SOKI XAN SARAYI HAQQINDA NO YAZIB?

KiCIK OLCULU MINIATURLORIN HANSISA BiR ITALYAN

TOROFINDON COKILDIYINOD INANA BILORIKMI?

Diinya ohomiyyatli tarix-memarliq abidosi olan Soki xan saray12019-cu ildo
UNESCO nun “Diinya Madani Irsi” siyahisina daxil edilib.Insas1 XVIII asra
tosadiif edon Soki xan saraymin hom fasad hissesi,hom do interyeri miixtolif
formali,siijetli,hondosi,nobati,miniatiir vo alleqorik rosmlorlo  bozadilib.
Sarayin ikinci mortobasindo tosvir olunmus miniatiir ov vo ddyiis sohnolori
istor Olglisii,istor yerlogsmosi,istorso do mdvzusuna goéro daha ¢ox diggeti
calb etdiyindon miixtolif yerli vo xarici alimlor,sonatsiinaslar vo todqiqatcilar
torofindon arasdirilib,miixtolif moqals,kitab vo elmi islorin movzusuna g¢evrilib.
Ancaq saraym birinci mortobasinin morkozi zalinda-divanxana otaginda
olan 142 odod miniatiir ham Olgiistiniin ¢ox kigik olmasi,hom do tavanla
divarlarin kosisdiyi hissolordoki stalaktitlorin igorisindo tosvir olunmasi
sobabi ilo diggotdon konarda galib.Oslindo iso Azorbaycan tosviri incosonati
ticlin bu rosmlorin arasdirilmasi ¢ox vacib masalalordon biridir. Toassiif ki,bu
zamana qadar geyd edilon rosmlor elmi-cohatdon todqiq olunmadigindan bazi
miitoxassislor hesab edirlor ki,bu rosmlorin miisllifi digor tosvirlori ¢okon soxs
deyil,tamamilo basqa,yad bir adam,bir s6zls avropalidir.Bu gonasto galmalaring
sobab iso Xuan Van Qalenin 6z xatiralorinde yazdig1 bir ciimladir.
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Bu mogalods Xuan Van Qalenin(Juan Van Halen) Soki xan saray1 ilo bagh
xatirolorinin tohlili aparilacaq.Sarayda tosvir olunmus ag-goy rongli rosmlorin
va ya kigik 6l¢iilii miniatiirlorin misllifinin avropali olmasi ils bagli iddialarin
na doracads diizgiin oldugu arasdirilir.

Agar sozlar: Soki xan sarayi, Xuan Van Qalen, miniatiirlor, italyan, Cin
qaydalari ilo rosm.

3amuna Pacynoesa (Azepoaiioican)

YTO XYAH BAH I'AJIEH HAITUCAJI O IBOPIE LIEKUHCKHUX

XAHOB? MOKEM JIX MbI IIOBEPUTDH B TO, UTO

MAJIEHBKHME MUHHUATIOPbBI BbIJIN HAITUCAHBbI

UTAJIBAHIEM?

JBopeny IlIekMHCKMX XaHOB, BCEMHPHO H3BECTHBI HCTOPUKO-APXUTEK-
TYPHBII MaMATHUK, BKIIOYEH B CIHMCOK BCEMHPHOTO KYJIBTYPHOIO HaClEAus
KOHECKO B 2019 rony. U ¢acan, u untepsep asopua IlIekMHCKUX XaHOB,
CTpOuTENbCTBO KoToporo otHocuTcs kK XVIII Beky, ykpareHsl pazHooOpas-
HBIMH (pOpPMaMHU, CIOXKETHBIMH, T€OMETPUUECKUMH, PACTUTEIHHBIMHU, MHHHA-
TIOPHBIMH U QJUIETOPUUYECKUMHU POCIHUCAMU. MUHHUATIOPHBIE CLEHBI OXOTHI U
CpaXKeHUH, U300pakeHHbIE HA BTOPOM 3TaXX€ JBOPLIA, KOTOPbIE IPUBJIEKAIOT
OoJbIlle BHUMaHUSI CBOUMHU Pa3MepaMHU, PAaCcIOIoKEHHUEM U TeMaTHUKON n3ydva-
JMCh PA3UYHBIMU MECTHBIMH U 3apyO€KHBIMH yU€HBIMH, UCKYCCTBOBEIAMU
U UCCIIEI0BATENSAMH U CTAJIN IPEAMETOM PA3IMUHBIX CTATeH, KHUI U HAYYHbIX
pabot. OHako 142 MUHHATIOPHI B IICHTPAIBHOM 3aJi€ TIEPBOTO dTa)ka IBOPIIA,
JIMBAaHHOM, HE OBLIM 3aMEYEHBI U3-32 MX HEOOIBILIOTO pa3Mepa U N300pakeHHs
CTAJIAKTUTOB HA IIEPECEYCHNN TOTOJIKA U cTeH. Ha camom fiee usydenue atux
KapTUH SIBIISIETCSl OTHUM M3 BaXXHEWIIMX BOIIPOCOB JUIs azepOaiiyKaHCKOro
n300pa3uTeIbHOrO UCKyccTBa. K cokaneHuto, MOCKOJIBKY 3TH KapTHUHBI MOKa
HAy4YHO HE M3YYEHbI, HEKOTOPBIE CICIMAIMCTBI CYUTAIOT, YTO aBTOPOM 3THUX
KapTHH SIBJISICTCS HE YEJIOBEK, PHCYIOUIMHA JApyrue M300paKeHUs, a COBCEM
JpYyTOM, THOCTPAHHBIN YENOBEK, Kopoue, eBponeell. OCHOBAaHMEM Ul TAKOTO
BbIBOJIa sIBJIsieTCs hpas3a, HanucaHHas XyaHoM Ban ["anenom B ero memyapax.

B 37011 cTatbe ObUIM IPOaHATM3UPOBAHbI BOCIOMUHAHUA XyaHa Ban Xa-
neHa o aeopue lllexknHckux xaHOB. Byzner mpoaHnain3upoBaHa CTENEHb CIIpa-
BEJIUBOCTU YTBEP)KJICHUNA O TOM, YTO aBTOPOM HM300pa’k€HHBIX BO JBOPIIE
0€710-CUHUX KapTHUH WX MajJorabapUTHBIX MUHHUATIOP SIBJSETCS €BPOIIEell.

Knrwoueswie cnosa: J1sopen lllekunckux xanos, Xyan Ban ['anen, munua-
TIOPBI, UTAJIbSIHELL, PUCYHOK 110 KUTACKUM ITPaBUIIAM.
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