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CREATIVITY OF ARCHITECT
ANVAR GASIMZADE

Abstract. The article highlights the life and work of the famous architect
Anvar Qasimzade, whose 110" anniversary we celebrate. Anvar Gasimzade,
who devoted his 57 years of life to the development of science, education
and the art of architecture in Azerbaijan, was born in 1912 in the city of
Salyan. Anvar Gasimzadeh began his career early and worked in various
government positions. On the basis of his projects, dozens of residential
and public buildings were erected in Baku, Ganja, Dashkasan, Khankendi.
Among them, one can list houses on Azerbaijan Avenue (former Husu
Hajiyev Street), houses on Inshaatchilar Avenue, on the former Northern
Soviet Square, on Aga Nematulla Street, a Baku residential building on
the block 606-607 (1940-1950), the current administrative buildings of
the Customs Committee and the Ministry of Finance, the main buildings
of the Azerbaijan Medical University on Bakikhanov Street, Ulduz metro
station and others. Each building designed by him attracts attention with its
national features.

Anvar Gasimzade lined up his scientific work around 7 books and more
than 60 articles. He defended his Ph.D. thesis entitled “Problems of the
Development of Azer-baijani Soviet Architecture” in the capital of Georgia,
Thilisi. By defending his Ph.D. thesis, he received the degree of Doctor of
Architectural Sciences. In 1964 he became a doctor of architecture, in 1966
a professor, and in 1967 he was elected a corresponding member of the
Azerbaijan Academy of Sciences. The famous architect spared no effort for
the development of science and education in the country. In 1962—-1968 he
was the rector of the Azerbaijan Polytechnic Institute. He spared no effort to
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expand the institute, to open new faculties. During his rectorship, a branch
of the Azerbaijan Polytechnic Institute was opened in Ganja, the faculties of
automation, technology of synthetic materials, metallurgy and printing were
organized.

Key words: Anvar Gasimzade, science, education, project, national
architecture.

Introduction. The great architect Anvar Gasimzade, whose 110"
anniversary we celebrated on February 12, 2022, can rightly be called a
patriot of science and art. Anvar Gasimzade, who devoted 57 years of his life
to the development of science, education and architecture in Azerbaijan, was
born in 1912 in the family of Alibay Gasimov, a famous teacher from the city
of Salyan, Javad uyezd (district). Alibay Gasimov was engaged in teaching
Russian language and literature, and when Anvar Gasimzade was 2 years
old, Alibay was sent to the city of Port Petrov (present-day Makhachkala)
to the post of director of the newly opened Russian-Tatar school. Interested
in Russian classics, especially the work of Leo Tolstoy, Alibay Gasimov
corresponded with the famous writer and Leo Tolstoy invited him to Yasnaya
Polyana. Alibay lives there for one month and gives the writer an Arabic-
Russian version of the Koran, published in 1846 in Kazan. And the famous
writer in return gives him a recently published two-volume book “War and
Peace”.

After returning to Baku, during the period when Anvar Qasimzade’s
family lived on Istiglaliyyat Street, they were neighbors of Hussein Javid,
and in Icherisheher (Old City) — neighbors of Uzeyir Hajibeyov and Azim
Azimzade. While living in Old City, the architect became very interested in
the city and its ancient monuments, and expressed his attitude to this cultural
heritage in his future scientific activity. It is not at all accidental that later,
when he headed the Bakgiprogor Institute, various thoughts were expressed
about the fate of the historical heritage of the Old City and it was proposed to
demolish residential buildings and replace them with new tall, multi-storey
buildings. In response to these thoughts, Anvar Gasimzade, in his monograph
“Development of the Problem of the Development of Azerbaijani Soviet
Architecture”, as a result of his scientific research, puts forward the following
idea: “While preserving the housing stock of the Old City, it is necessary to
improve the living standards of the population, and turn the city into a park-
reserve.”
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The interpretation of the main material. Anvar Gasimzade began his
career early, worked in various government positions, but he never forgot that
he was an arc-hitect. Ever since his student days, since 1934, he worked in
the “Azerdovletlayihe” organization. At that time, he also taught at the Baku
Construction College. In 1941, he was appointed head of the Housing and
Communal Main Directorate under the People’s Commissariat of Municipal
Economy of the Azerbaijan SSR and, at the same time, director of the Baku
Construction College.

At the beginning of 1942, he entered the courses of volunteer officers and
from April he participated in the Second World War. He went a long way from
the recruiting station in the Qusar to the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin. He was
awarded the Orders of the Red Banner, the Red Star, the Order of the Great
Patriotic War I and II degrees, including “For the Capture of Berlin”, “For the
Liberation of Warsaw”, a total of seven orders and medals. Anvar Gasimzade
served in the 6™ Guards Division of the hero of Stalingrad, General Chuikov,
the general appreciated him so much that after the war he did not allow him
to be demobilized from the army and allowed him to bring his wife and
daughter from Baku. The architect’s family lived for one year, until 1946, in
the German city of Weimar.

In June 1946, based on the appeal of the Azerbaijani government, Anvar
Gasimzade was recalled from military service. From 1947 he worked as the
head of the Department of Architectural Affairs of the Cabinet of Ministers
of the Azerbaijan SSR, in 1951-1953 I was the Deputy Chairman of the
Executive Committee of the Baku City Council, in 1953—-1955 the Minister
of Construction, in 1955-1957 the Chairman of the State Committee for
Construction, 1957-1959 I Deputy Chairman of the State Planning Committee.

Anvar Gasimzade was repeatedly elected a deputy of the Baku City
Council and the Supreme Council of the Azerbaijan SSR, a member of the
Baku City Council of the Communist Party of Azerbaijan and the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Azerbaijan.

In 1959, A.Gasimzade headed the Union of Architects of Azerbaijan,
in 1960 he was awarded the honorary title of “Honored Builder”. Despite
the fact that Anvar Gasimzade worked in government positions all his life,
he was always engaged in creativity. On the basis of his projects, dozens
of residential and public buildings were erected in Baku, Ganja, Dashkasan,
Khankendi. Among them, one can list houses on Azerbaijan Avenue (former
Husu Hajiyev Street), houses on Inshaatchilar Avenue, on the former Northern
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Soviet Square, on Aga Nematulla Street, a Baku residential building on the
block 606—607 (1940-1950), the current administrative buildings of the
Customs Committee and the Ministry of Finance, the main buildings of the
Azerbaijan Medical University on Bakikhanov Street, Ulduz metro station
and others. Each building designed by him attracts attention with its national
features. The design of residential buildings on H. Hajiyev Street with
balconies with lancet arches, shop windows, pilasters and machicolations
gave them a national flavor. The great architect expressed his attitude to
national architecture in the following way: “national architecture must be
solved in unity with universal architecture.

Anvar Gasimzade lined up his scientific work around 7 books and
more than 60 articles. He defended his Ph.D. (Ph.D. in Architecture)
dissertation titled “Problems of the Development of Azerbaijani Soviet
Architecture” in Thbilisi, the capital of Georgia. After the defense, the
Scientific Council decides to accept the thesis as a doctoral thesis, and
for this purpose an appropriate application is made to the Moscow Higher
Attestation Commission. Soon a positive answer comes from Moscow,
and Moscow evaluates this as the first rare event of its kind on the scale
of the USSR and declares the correctness of Tbilisi’s decision. Thus,
A.Gasimzade, having defended his Ph.D. thesis, receives the degree of
Doctor of Science. In 1964, A.Gasimzade became a doctor of architecture,
in 1966 a professor, and in 1967 he was elected a corresponding member
of the Academy of Sciences of Azerbaijan. The prominent architect spared
no effort for the development of science and education in the country.
Along with scientific activities, this is also noticeable in his activities in
the education system. In 1962—1968 he was the rector of the Azerbaijan
Polytechnic Institute. And here he had great achievements. He spared no
effort to expand the Institute, opening new faculties. During his rectorship,
a branch of the Azerbaijan Polytechnic Institute was opened in Ganja,
faculties of automation, technology of synthetic materials, metallurgy and
printing were established.

Here are some of their books that attract attention and are dedicated to his
doctoral dissertation:

1. Problems of the development of Azerbaijani Soviet architecture (at the

present stage), Baku — 1967;

2. Masters of Soviet architecture — Sadig Dadashov and Mikayil Useinov

(together with Yuri Yaralov), Moscow — 1951;
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3. Azerbaijani architecture (together with Bretanitsky and Salamzade),

Moscow — 1959;

4. History of architecture of Azerbaijan (housing architecture), ANA, Baku

—1966.

Particularly noteworthy is the monograph “Problems of the development
of Azerbaijani Soviet architecture (at the present stage)”, dedicated to the
doctoral dissertation of Anvar Gasimzade.

The great architect, scientist proved all his life that he is a person devoted
to his homeland, nation, religion, language. According to Elbay Qasimzade,
his father always felt responsible in his position, he was in his office on time
in the mornings, and after work he never used a company car for his personal
needs. According to Elbay Muellim, “Even when my father was the rector
at the Polytechnic Institute, I always went to classes there by minibus.” The
architect knew Azerbaijani and Russian languages very well.

Anvar Qasimzade proved his interest and respect for the Islamic religion
by his knowledge of Arabic and Persian languages and reading the Koran in
the original. And respect for the Azerbaijani language, the leading architect
proved during the visit in the 60s of Turkish Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel
with the Turkish representation to Moscow, and then to Baku, during the visit
they are accompanied by one of the secretaries of the Communist Party of
Azerbaijan. During the meeting, the rector of the ASU and the rector of the
Polytechnic Institute A. Gasimzade are talking in Azerbaijani. But when the
Russian representative objects to this and offers to speak with an interpreter,
Anvar Gasimzade declares that we speak with the Turks in their and our
native language. You will ask an interpreter to translate for you.

Conclusion. The great research that he conducted in the fields of science
and art, responsibility for government work, difficult deeds did not pass
without a trace for the health of the great scientist. In 1956, at the age of 44,
the prominent architect suffered the first heart attack, and on March 12, 1969,
having suffered the 4th, he died at the age of 57 and was buried on the Alley
of Honor.

In order to perpetuate the memory of one of our leading architects, our state
named streets in Baku and Salyan after him. Highly appreciating the activities
of a patriot of science and education, acting on a par with leading architects
M.Useynov, S.Dadashov, A.V.Salamzade, Bretanitsky, the President of the
country ordered to celebrate the 110th anniversary of Anvar Gasimzade at the
state level.
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Rahiba Oliyeva (Azarbaycan)

MEMAR ONVOR QASIMZADO YARADICILIGI

Mogqalada110illiyinigeydetdiyimiztaninmigmemarOnvar Qasimzadanin
hoyat vo yaradiciligr isiglandirilir. 57 illik dmriinii Azorbaycanda elmin,
tohsilin vo memarliq sonatinin inkisafina sorf etmis Onvor Qasimzado
1912-ci ildo Salyan sohorinds anadan olmusdur. ©Onvor Qasimzads omaok
foaliyyatino tez baslamig, miixtalif dovlot vozifolorindo ¢aligmisdir. Onun
layiholori osasinda Bakida, Goncodo, Daskosondo, Xankondido onlarca
yasayls evi vo ictimai binalar ucaldilmisdir. Bunlardan Bakinin Azarbaycan
prospektindoki (kegmis Hiisii Haciyev kiigasi), Insaat¢ilar prospektindoki,
ke¢mis Simali Sovet meydanindaki, Aga Nemotulla kiigosindoki evlari,
Baki-yasayis evi, 606—607 mohollodo(1940-1950), hazirda GoOmriik
Komitasi vo Maliyye Nazirliyinin inzibati binalarini, Bakixanov kiigosindoki
Azaorbaycan Tibb Universitetinin asas korpuslarini, metronun “Ulduz”
stansiyasini vo basqalarin1 sadalamaq olar. Layiholondirdiyi her bir bina
0z milli xiisusiyyatlorino gora digqgoti calb edir. Onvor Qasimzads 6z elmi
foaliyyetini 7 kitab vo 60-dan artiq elmi moqalalori otrafinda qurmusdur.
“Azorbaycan Sovet memarliginin inkisaf problemlori” adli namizadlik
dissertasiyasini Giirciistanin paytaxti Tbilisi sohorindo miidafio etmisdir.
9.Qasimzads namizadlik miidafiasi etmoaklo memarliq elmlori doktoru adint
almisdir. ©Onvor Qasimzado 1964-cii ildo memarliq doktoru olmus, 1966-c1
ilda professor, 1967-ci ildo Azarbaycan Elmlor Akademiyasinin miixbir tizvii
se¢ilmigdir. Gorkomli memar 6lkodo elm va tohsilin inkisafina 6z soylorini
osirgomomisdir. 1962-1968-ci illordo Azorbaycan Politexnik Institutuna
rektor toyin olunmusdur. Institutun genislonmasi, yeni fakiiltolorin agilmasi
iclin saylorini asirgomomisdir. Onun rektorlugu dovriinde Azorbaycan
Politexnik Institutunun Ganca sohorinds filial1 agilmis, avtomatika, sintetik
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materiallarin texnologiyasi, metallurgiya vo poliqrafiya fakiiltolori toskil
edilmisdir.
Acar sozlar: Onvor Qasimzado, elm, tohsil, layiha, milli memarliq.

Paxuba Anueesa (Azepbaiidican)

TBOPYECTBO APXUTEKTOPA DOHBEPA 'ACBIM3AJIE

B crarbe pacckasbiBaeTcs 0 ®KU3HHU U TBOPUYECTBE U3BECTHOTO apXUTEKTOpa
Amngapa l'aceim3zane, 110-netue koroporo Mbl oTMedaeM. AuBap ["ackim3ane,
MOCBSITUBIIMKA 57 JIeT CBOEH JKM3HU Pa3BUTUIO HayKH, OOpa3oBaHUS H
apxXUTeKTypsl B AzepOaiikane, poawics B 1912 rony B Canbsinax. AHBap
["aceiM3aie paHo Havas CBOIO TPYAOBYIO IEATETLHOCTD U 3aHUMAJ Pa3IMYHbIE
rocyIapcTBEHHbIE JOKHOCTH. [10 ero mpoekTaM NoCTPOEHBI IECITKU I0OMOB
u obmecTBeHHbBIX 3nanuii B baky, ['stamke, lamkecane u Xankenau. Cpeau
HUX JIoMa 1o npocnekry AsepOaiimkana (ObiBmias yauna ['ycu I'ajpkuesa),
npocnekry Ctpouteneid, ObiBiieit CeBepHoit CoBETCKOW IUIOLIAU, YIHIIE
Ara Hewmarynna, xxwioii nom baky, kBapran 606-607 (1940-1950), HbiHe
aIMUHUCTpATUBHbIE 37aHUs TaMOXXEHHOrOo KOMHUTETa, U MUHUCTEPCTBO
®uHaHCOB, yhaula bakuxaHoBa. MOXHO TNEpPEYUCIUTH OCHOBHBIC 3IaHUS
AzeplaiixaHCKOro MeIUIIMHCKOTO YHUBEPCUTETA, CTAHITMIO METPO YIIIy3
u apyrue. Kaxnoe cnpoeKTUpOBaHHOE UM 3[aHUE MPUBJICKACT BHHUMAHUE
CBOWIMH HAIIMOHAJIBHBIMU OCOOCHHOCTSIMU. AHBap ['ackiM3aze OCHOBBIBAI
CBOIO HAy4HYIO JeATeIbHOCTh Ha 7 KHUTax U Oonee uem 60 HaydyHBIX
CTaThsX. 3aUTUI TUccepTanuio Ha TeMy «[Ipobrembr pa3BUTHSI COBETCKOM
apXUTeKTYpsl B A3sepOaiikane» B TOwnwcu. 3aluTHB KaHIUAATCKYIO
nuccepranuio, A. ['acekiM3azie momyuni 3BaHie JJOKTOPa apXUTEKTYPHBIX HayK,
AmnBap ['aceIM3ajie CTa JOKTOPOM apXUTEKTyphl B 1964 romy, mpodeccopom
B 1966 rony, uieHOM-KOppecrnoHAeHTOM AkajeMuu Hayk AsepOaiimxkaHa
B 1967 romy. Bwimarommiicsi apXuTEKTOp HE Kajel CHUJ JJs Pa3BUTHS
HayKu U oOpazoBaHusi B crpaHe. B 1962—-1968 rogax oH Obul Ha3HA4YEH
pekropoM AzepOaiimkanckoro [lomurexaudeckoro MHCTUTYTa. Pacmmpenue
WHCTUTYTa HE MIQJAWIO YCWIMK /s OTKPBITUS HOBBIX (paKylIbTeToB. B
MIEPHOJI €r0 PEKTOpCTBa, B [sTHIKe ObLT OTKPHIT puiinan A3epOaiiKaHCKOTO
MOJINTEXHUYECKOTO MHCTUTYTA, OPraHU30BaHbl (PaKyIbTEThl AaBTOMATHU3AIUH,
TEXHOJIOTUH CUHTETHYECKUX MaTepHasioB, METAILTYPIUH U IOTUTpaduu.

Knrouegvie cnosa: Duep l'ackim3ane, Hayka, oOpazoBaHHE, IPOEKT,
HallMOHAJIbHASL APXUTEKTYpa.
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