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LANGUAGE - AN ELEMENT OF NATIONAL IDENTITY

Abstract. Language is one of the most important elements of national
culture. Each member of the existing nation uses his native language
extensively. Language is also understood as a code, a sign that attracts people
to communicate with each other and distinguishes them from strangers.
Like other information, ethnocultural information is transmitted in various
forms: through material and spiritual culture, gestures, etc. But, speech — oral
information has a special place among these forms of transmission. Language
is also one of the factors that determine the national identity of culture. People
reinforce the products of their thinking, the success of their cognitive activities
by recording them in words and sentences through language. Culture cannot
exist without language and this means that it cannot be a means of social
progress. Language, which is an important element and means of culture, is
a historical event. It was created and progressed together with the formation
and development of society. Today, it is known that there are about 3,000
languages in the world. At the same time, most of the world’s population
uses 13 of these languages actively. However, it is known that the widespread
“big languages” are broadcast in 65 countries [1]. Therefore, to talk about
language, its form of development as one of the elements of culture means to
talk about the national language.

Key words: national language, symbols, identity, language unity,
information.

Introduction. Language is a means of communication between people.
It also plays an important role in the process of training and education in
the transmission of accumulated knowledge, practical experience and skills
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from generation to generation. The role of language in the storage of this or
that information, in the expression of emotions and in general, in the process
of perception is irreplaceable. In the broadest sense of the word, language
is a sign-information system that performs the functions of creating, storing
and transmitting information, as well as acts as a means of communication
between people.

Problems with language are studied by a science called semiotics (general
theory of sign systems). Semiotics approaches language in three ways:

1. Syntax, which studies the structure of language, i.e. the rules of formation
and change of relations between language signs.

2. Interpretation of language, i.e. semantics that studies the relationship
between language signs and the objects they express.

3. Pragmatics, which studies the practical aspects (emotional-psychological,
aesthetic, material, etc.) in the attitude of people who is a carrier of the
language, to the language itself.

Languages are divided into two types: Natural languages and Artificial
languages.

A natural or national language is a historically established information
sign system between people. But artificial languages are a creative sign system
used in one or another field of science. They aim to convey information more
economically and easily. Each artificial language is created using a certain
natural language or other artificial language. The language used to express
another language is called metalanguage and but language itself is called
object-language.

First of all, it should be noted that language is based on sign. A sign is
a material object that expresses another object, property or relationship and
carries certain information. Signs are divided into language signs and non-
language signs (copy signs, indication signs, signal signs, etc.).

The interpretation of the main material. Language is a social
phenomenon that cannot be mastered without contact and communication
with other people. Due to this peculiarity, language acts as a means of
transmission and translation of culture. Just as our bodies have the genes
of our ancestors, so our culture contains countless symbols of people who
lived before us. Language plays an important role in the acquisition and
organization of people’s life experiences. As a means of communication with
people and at the same time a form of cultural development, the national
language includes a rich dialogue with the local or territorial dialects of the
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existing people, as well as a literary language. National language is a language
with its own rhythm, expressiveness, vocabulary, grammatical structure and
other peculiarities. The underestimation of the role of national languages in
the development of culture results in inconsistencies. So, it can lead to the
violation of mutual understanding between the people of the existing nation
and it may create difficulties in the use of national cultural resources in the
interests of human progress. Language is a more universal form of cultural
development, however, it plays a special leading role in the development
of not only the field of literature developed on the basis of direct language
material, but also areas such as music and fine arts that are not directly related
to language. So, the forming elements of culture consist of a set of features
that characterize people as a historical community (although some of them
are universal!) [3].

As mentioned above, language, as well as the national language,
is considered a more universal element of the national form of culture
because it is related to all areas of human life. However, the role of
language in determining the national identity of culture and its national
form cannot be absolute. Its role in this area can be understood by its
unity and connection with other features, such as the historical unity of
people. The national form of culture does not mean its apparent existence
in terms of its content. As a form, nationalism consists of a concrete way
of existence and the development of world culture over a long historical
period. In general, the basis of the national identity of art and culture
is the reproduction of peoples in the creative process, which is rich in
diversity. But in this process, language is considered an important tool
for reproduction. However, it is important to consider that it would be
wrong to limit the national form of culture to the national language. This
can be proved by the fact of cultural development of different nations
and peoples speaking the same language. For example, the cultures of
the USA, Germany and Ireland develop in the same language. But, this
does not harm their existence as national cultures in their own right. If the
national identity of culture and art was determined first of all by language,
then translations into the languages of other peoples would mean the loss
of originality. But in fact this is not so [2].

In the process of interaction, national cultures become free not only of
negative and outdated cultural tendencies and elements of culture, but also of
social progress and instead, cultures that interact are enriched with new aspects
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and traditions, which ensure the formation of human factors. However, it should
be noted that this does not mean the elimination of national cultures or their
melting into monotonous, standardized cultures. It is important to emphasize
once again that the humanity of a culture does not mean its non-nationality. It
is clear that the rapprochement of national cultures, their internationalization
is not the cosmopolitan elimination of national-specification and national
identity from the spiritual life of the nation, but the enrichment of human
factors by its nature.

In general, it would be wrong to imagine that national-specification,
national identity and even social life are immutable in the cultures of
different nations and peoples. Because national-specification, national
identity change in the development course of history, develops and enriches
both in life and in culture. At the same time, peoples and national cultures
with modern means of communication, information technologies, which
are directly connected to each other by indestructible wires, synthesize
with other nations the experience of cultural development of all mankind
as a whole. The difference of effectiveness in the degree and capacity of
cultural relations between different peoples and nations means that the
degree of influence of one national culture on another and the interaction
are different. But, there is no “pure” culture isolated from the influence of
other national cultures.

Ethnographers prefer words and language among all the components of
culture. Language is also an important component of ethnic organizations in
the scientific literature. Many researchers approach the function of language
as an expressive element of national identity. Language distinguishes this
or that ethnos from other ethnoses and language is perceived as a sign that
ensures the internal ethnic unity of people. Based on this thesis, it can be
said that the majority of those who investigate ethnicity consider language
unity as a necessary element of the formation of an ethnos in the form
of a people and a nation. The ethnic function of the language is vividly
reflected in its national specifics. Thus, since specific languages are created
by specific nations, the last has more right over that language. Therefore,
phonetics, grammar, vocabulary, syntax — all this has national character.
Language classifies people more accurately according to their ethnicity.
Today, census programs are based on language belonging in many countries
(Austria, Belgium, Greece, Finland, Switzerland, Turkey, Pakistan, India,
Canada, etc.). The human factors of culture are not a spontaneous process.
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For this, the interaction of national cultures, mutual enrichment and
rapprochement are necessary events. The interaction of national cultures
takes place in different areas. This influence happens mainly due to socio-
political bases, artistic and aesthetic aspects. It is possible that one nation
influences on another more socially, economically and politically, but other
nation influences on another more artistically and aesthetically. Therefore,
the influence of one culture on another is different and is characterized by
a number of peculiarities. The influence of national cultures on each other
varies depending on the character of the social and economic structure, the
tendency of culture to reflect the social needs, the degree of influence on the
masses, etc.

Conclusion. The approach to the life of the nation from the point of view
of the result of its existence in the form of autonomy, which is isolated from
the national-specification and national identity, means the exaggeration and
falsification of the laws of development of the essence of national culture.
Prominent Russian democrat N.G. Chernyshevsky’s views on this issue draw
attention to the fact that the nation, as it manifests its originality, becomes
more and more enlightened and assumes the achievements of other nations.
“...All barbarians are similar: each nation with a higher education differs
from the others in the sharpness of its individuality. Therefore, by taking
care of the development of universal beginnings, we also contribute to the
development of all special qualities. The history of all nations proves this.
The French character emerged after the development of general education
in this country under the ancient classical, Italian and Spanish influence:
Rable, Cornell, and Moliere are French; however, French troubadours and
trouveurs did not differ significantly from medieval singers in other parts of
Western Europe. The same can be said of the English and the Germans...”
[5, p. 292-293].

Like other creatures, we perceive the world around us through
our senses besides language. This is what distinguishes us from other
creatures. The American anthropologist L.A. White describes culture as
a set of symbols. According to his arguments, the difference between
the human mind and the mental abilities of animals is due to the fact
that people understand the symbols and create them. Symbols are also
content that belongs to the same culture and is accepted by the people
of that culture. This content is also reflected in the national identity.
For example, the state flag, emblem, anthem, architectural monuments,
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ancestral graves, etc. belong to them. Such symbols act as social values
of special importance in national culture.
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Giil¢in Kazimi (Azarbaycan)

DIL - MIiLLI OZUNOMOXSUSLUQ ELEMENTI KiMi

Dil — milli madaniyyatin on miihiim elementlorindon biridir. Mdvcud xal-
qin niimayandalarinin har biri dogma ana dilindan genis sokilda istifads edirlor.
Dil insanlar1 biri-biri il linsiyyeta calb edon va onlar1 yadlardan farqlondiran
kod, sifro kimi do basa diisiiliir.Digor informasiyalar kimi etnomoadoni infor-
masiyalar da miixtolif formalarda: maddi vo monavi madaniyyat, jestlorin vo
s. vasitasilo otiiriiliir. Lakin bu 6tiliriilmoe formalarinin i¢inds nitg-sifahi infor-
masiya xiisusi yer tutur. Dil, hom do modoniyyastin milli 6ziinomaxsuslugunu
miioyyon edan faktorlardan biridir. Insanlardil vasitasila tofakkiirlorinin moh-
sullarini, idaraki foaliyystlorinin ugurlarini sdzlords, climlslords geydo almag-
la méhkomlondirirlor. Dil olmadan modoniyyst do mévcud ola bilmaz vo bu
o demokdir ki, o, hom do ictimai toraqqi vasitasi do ola bilmoz. Modoniyyatin
mithiim elementi vo vasitosi olan dil-tarixi hadisadir. O, comiyyatin togokkiilii
vo inkisafi ilo birgo yaranmis vo toraqqi etmisdir. Hazirda yer kiirasindo 3
mina yaxin dilin olmast malumdur. Bunlarla yanasi, yer kiirasi shalisinin
coxu bu dillerin 13-dan faal suratds istifads edir. Bununla bels, genis yayil-
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mis “boyiik dillor”in 65 6lkads yayimlanmasi da malumdur (1). Ona gora
do, dildon onun inkisaf formasindan moadoniyyatin elementlorindon biri kimi
bohs etmok milli dil hagqinda danismaq demokdir.

Acar sozlor: milli dil, simvollar, 6ziinomoxsusluq, dil birliyi, informasiya.

T'tonvuun Kazvimu (Azepoaitoncan)

SA3BIK KAK DJIEMEHT HAIITMOHAJIBHOM

NAEHTUDOUKAIIUN

SI3BIK — OZIMH U3 BaKHEHIINX JIEMEHTOB HAIMOHAJIBHOM KyJIbTypbl. Kaxk-
JbIi 4JIEH CYLIECTBYIOLIEH HAllMM LIMPOKO MCIOJBL3YET CBOM POJHOU A3BIK.
[Tox s3pIKOM MOHUMAETCS TAKkKe KOJI, 3HAK, KOTOPBIM MPUBJIEKAET JIOAECH K
OOIIEHUIO JPYT ¢ JPYrOM M OTIMYAET UX OT YYXKHMX. DTHOKYJIBTYpHAs MH-
dbopmanus, Kak U Jaro0as apyras. IepenaeTcs B pa3inuHbIX (Gopmax: uepes
MaTepuabHYIO U JYXOBHYIO KYJIBTYpY, XKecTbl U T. 1. Ho ycTHO-peueBasinu-
(dbopmarus 3aHuMaeT ocoboe MecTo cpeau 3TUx (GopM nepenadu. SA3bIK Tak-
e SIBJISIETCS] OJHUM U3 (PaKTOPOB, ONPEAEIISIOMINX HATMOHAIBHYIO CaMOOBIT-
HOCTb KyJbTYpbI. JIFOOM NOAKPEIIIAIOT MPOLYKTHl CBOET0 MBIIIIEHHMS, YCIEX
CBOEH ITO3HABATEIBHOM IESATEIIBHOCTH, 3alMChIBASI UX CJIOBAMU U IPEJIOKE-
HUSAMH 4epes A3bIK. KylbTypa He MOXKET CyIiecTBOBaTh 0e3 s3bIKa, a 9TO 3Ha-
YHT, YTO OHA HE MOXKET OBITh CPEICTBOM COLIMATILHOTO Mporpecca. S3bIK Kak
BaYKHBIN 3JIEMEHT U CPE/ICTBO KYJIBTYpPBI - UCTOpHUEcKoe coObITHe. OH co3aa-
BaJICs U MPOTPECCUPOBAJI BMECTE CO CTAHOBJIEHUEM M pa3BUTHEM OOIIECTBA.
N3BecTHO, 4TO ceronHs B Mupe HacuuThiBaeTcst okojio 3000 si3bikoB. B TO
’&Ke BpeMsi O0JIbIIIas YacTh HACEJIEHUS] MUpa aKTUBHO UCIONB3YyeT 13 u3 3THX
A3bIKOB. OTHAKO U3BECTHO, YTO IIMPOKO PACIPOCTPAHEHHBIE «OONbIINE SI3bI-
KW» TPAHCIUPYIOTCs B 65 crpaHax. [1oaToMy roBOpHUTH O sS3BIKE, €T0 opme
Pa3BUTHUS KaK OJHOTO U3 3JIEMEHTOB KYJIBTYpPbl — 3HAUUT FTOBOPUTH O HALIMO-
HaJbHOM SI3bIKE.

Kniouesvie cnoga: HallMOHANBHBIN A3bIK, CUMBOJIbL, UIEHTUYHOCTD, SI3bI-
KOBO€ €IMHCTBO, UH(OpMALIKSL.
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