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A research paper investigates young adult migration factor in the formation of the sex-age
composition of the ethnic minority groups populating in the Shaki-Zagatala economic region on
the basis of the statistical and survey materials. It is a known fact that a role of historical and
socio-economic factors in the direction, intensity and diversity of ethnic composition of
migration processes in the economic region has been great. The study found that there was a
significant increase in the number of young people migrating to neighboring countries during
the migration process due to demographic, socio-economic and historical settlement factors.
According to local residents, in recent years there has been a significant increase in the number
of women migrants. In addition, the intensification of migration among the population aged 19-
34 has resulted in a decrease in the number of young people in the population. Undoubtedly,
this process leads to a decrease in the number of marriages and natural increase. This, in turn,
may result in a decrease in the number of minority ethnic groups and, as a result, their
complete disappearance as an ethnos. In this respect, the study of the migration factor in the
change of the gender-age composition of the Avars, Tsakhurs and Udis who settle compactly
only in the Shaki-Zagatala economic region of the country is of special scientific and practical
importance.
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INTRODUCTION

The Shaki-Zagatala economic region, which covers the northwestern region of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, has historically been one of the regions distinguished by its national -
ethnic composition and the intensity of migration processes. The existence of Udi people and
Inghilois who are descendants of 26 tribes that make up the ancient Azerbaijani state of
Albania, the migration of Avars, Tsakhurs and Lezgins to the northern and northwestern lands
of the Republic of Azerbaijan after the XV-XVII centuries, the resettlement of Russians and
other peoples in the following years has culminated in a mixed national-ethnic composition [7,
p. 209, 246, 296]. The location of the economic region on the border with Russia and Georgia
has resulted in intensive migration of Caucasian (Dagestan) peoples living in Azerbaijan to
Russia due to easy international travel. Particularly, after the disintegration of the USSR, this
process began to manifest itself more vigorously. The deteriorating socio-economic situation in
the newly independent country, the outbreak of the Karabakh conflict led to the closure of
numerous work places and an increase in unemployment among the population. Unequal socio-
economic development among the regions of the country has accelerated the process of
interregional and external migration. It is an irrefultable fact that the majority of migrants were
working-age population, especially the number of the working-age men was relatively higher.
However, since the early 2000s, the number of women migrants has exceeded the number of
men. In the process of permanent migration of the population, the large number of able-bodied
people, especially women, has led to some violations in the sex and age structure of the
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population. The intensification of migration processes among the population, especially among
the younger generation, was also reflected in the Shaki-Zagatala economic region, which is
characterized by a diverse ethnic composition.

The essential purpose of the research is to study the role of intensified migration processes
among young people and predict future trends in changing the sex and age composition of the 3
minority ethnic groups - Avars, Tsakhurs and Udi people, living compactly only in the northwestern
part of the country.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

An excursion to the research area was organized for the research work, a survey was
conducted among 200 Avars, 150 Tsakhurs and 100 Udi people living the research area, and the
collected materials were grouped and analysed. The survey materials included 12 different
questions related to the study of migration processes. In addition to this, G.J.Javadov (1999,
2000), Sh.M.Muradov (2013, 2021), Z.N.Eminov (2005) and other researchers’ research works
who conducted research on the study of the population, including minority ethnic groups in the
country, as well as, the materials of the State Statistics Committee of the Republic of
Azerbaijan were used in the research work. As the 2019 statistics are not available, the official
data cover the 2009 census.

In order to implement the research works, the mathematical-statistical, comparative-
analytical, survey and other methods were used.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The total area of Shaki-Zagatala economic region covering the northwestern region of the
Republic of Azerbaijan is 8,84 thousand km?, and the population is 630,4 thousand people [8]. The
region is represented by 6 administrative districts, including 336 rural settlements. Representatives
of more than 10 ethnic groups have settled in the region, which is quite diverse from the national-
ethnic point of view. Generally speaking, almost all Avars, Tsakhurs and Udi people living in the
country fall into this economic region [4, p. 275].

More than 900000 Avars whose numbers are more than 1 million in the world settle in
Russia, including more than 850000 in the Republic of Dagestan and 49800 in Azerbaijan [3, p. 11].
According to the 2009 census, 49,5 thousand or 99,4% of the Avars are concentrated in the
northwestern region of Azerbaijan, namely in the Shaki-Zagatala economic region. In particular,
they populate in the Balakan and Zagatala districts of the region [1, p. 79].

The Tsakhurs, estimated to number 50000 in the world, populate primarily in Azerbaijan
and Dagestan. Their number is about the same in Azerbaijan and Russia (12.3 thousand people)
[3, p. 11]. In 2009, 12200 people or 99,2% of the Tsakhurs living in Azerbaijan fell to the
Shaki-Zagatala economic region. The Tsakhurs settle primarily in the Gakh and Zagatala regions of
the region.

The number of Udi people in the world is relatively lower than other ethnic minorities, at
about 10000. Most of them, namely 3800 people populate in Azerbaijan and 4200 in Russia [3,
p.11]. About 200 Udi people settle in Armenia and Georgia, each. Almost all Udi people living in
Azerbaijan live in the Shaki-Zagatala economic region, especially in the Nij town of Gabala district
[6, p.88]. The number of Udi people living outside the economic region is less than 50, and a
majority of them falls to the Baku city (41 people) (2009). In th region, they settle mainly in the
Gabala district and partly in the Oghuz district.

Generally, in 2009, the number of population in the region was 566,0 thousand people, and
18,6% of them were accounted for by the minority ethnic groups and national minorities, including
8,7% Avars, 2,2% Tsakhurs and 1,0% Udi people [5, p. 72].
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Provided that we look at the dynamics of the number of minority ethnic groups in the
study region, it can be seen that the number of all three ethnic groups decreased. The largest
decrease was recorded in the number of Tsakhurs (-22,1) (Figure 1). The primary reasons
behind this situation were assimilation, registering themselves as Azerbaijanis, and other
factors. Along with such factors, migration, especially a young adult migration, has played a
major role in this process.
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Source: The indicators were calculated based on the census materials of the Republic of
Azerbaijan in the years of 1999 and 2009.

Fig.1. Changes in the number of Avars, Tsakhurs and Udi people in the region

It is an irrefutable fact that migration affects the country's socio-economic and all
demographic indicators, including ethno-demographic indicators and vice versa. As in other
countries, the migration factor had a significant impact on the formation of the population in
Azerbaijan. Although the migration balance in Azerbaijan is currently positive, there are still
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significant differences between the country’s different regions. This is due to the disproportions
between the regions in the socio-economic and demographic situation. Provided that we look at the
table, it can be seen that almost by all years, the migration balance took a negative figure.
Undoubtedly, this process has caused by the young adult migration and in turn, has induced the
emergence of serious problems in other demographic indicators, and the disruption of sex-age
structure among these indicators. The region covering the northwestern part of Azerbaijan, is
particularly different in terms of the intensity of migration. According to statistics, the migration
balance was negative between 1999 and 2009 (Table 1).

Table 1
Trends in the balance of migration in the region by total population

Years Natural increase Total increase Migration balance

1999 54 5,2 -0,2

2000 4,9 4,1 -0,8

2001 4,6 4,4 -0,2

2002 4,3 3,9 -0,4

2003 3,9 3,9 0,0

2004 4,8 4,7 -0,1

2005 4,9 4,4 -0,5

2006 53 4,9 -0,4

2007 54 4,8 -0,6

2008 4,8 6,7 1,9

2009 5,2 5,0 -0,2
1999-2009 53,5 52,0 -1,5

Source: The indicators were calculated based on the statistical materials of “Population of
Azerbaijan” in the years of 1999 and 2009.

There are several reasons for the negative balance of migration in the region. These include
migration of the able-bodied population to neighboring countries, including Russia and Georgia, in
order to find a lucrative job, migration to Baku, where has more employment opportunities,
migration to settle with close relatives living in neighboring countries, educational migration and
other reasons (Figure 2).

According to the survey materials, about 75% of migrants in the region are young adults aged
19-39. As age groups increase, the intensity of migration decreases significantly. It is interesting to
note that a minority of migrants return when they reach retirement age.

There are 3 primary causes of the young adult migration. First of all, lack of the convenient
business opportunities in the research area the dwellers are obliged to desert the region. It is a fact
that the investigation area is located in the mountainous area, and most of the population work in
the agricultural sector, especially growing of nut products. However, inadequacy of the companies
producing the agricultural products and extensive development of agricultural sector have paved the
way for the acceleration of the migration. Secondly, working in the agricultural sector is not
lucrative to earn livelihood. And, thirdly, historically, a group of Avars and Tsakhurs migrated to
this region from Dagestan and today, some of them migrate to the Republic of Dagestan which is
the part of Russian Federation to settle with their relatives and create a family business.
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Fig.2. Major migration destinations of minority ethnic groups migrating from the region

Provided that we look at the direction of the external migration, essential destination of the
migrants is the Russian Federation, because there are several lucrative business opportunities in
Russia as opposed to Azerbaijan. Speaking quite candidly, Avars, Lezgins, Tsakhurs and Udi
people prefer to migrate to Russia owing to language ability.
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Fig.3. Sex-age structure of Udi people
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Fig.4. Sex-age structure of Tsakhurs

Providing that we look at the comparative age-sex pyramid of the Udi people, in 1999-2009
there was a decrease of 5,3% among men in the 0-19 age group and 4,8% among women, on the
contrary, in the 20-39 age group this figure was 0,8% for men, and 1,3% for women [2; 3]. Among
women, their marital status also plays an important role in increasing the percentage in this age
group. Due to the return of migrants in the age group of 40-59, there was an increase in the share of
both men and women in this age group (Figure 3).

Turning to the comparative age-sex pyramid for Tsakhurs, similarly, in 1999-2009, the share
of men in the 0-19 age group was much lower than that of women, however, the opposite trend was
observed in the 20-39 age group [2; 3]. In the 40-59 age group, the share of men and women in this
group increased as a result of the return of some of those who left to their previous place of
residence (Figure 4).
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Fig.5. Sex-age structure of Avars

Regarding comparative age-sex pyramid of the Avars, it can be concluded that the similar
situation was valid for them as well (Figure 5).

CONCLUSION

The following conclusions were drawn from a study on the role of young adult migration in
changing the sex and age composition of minority ethnic groups living in the Shaki-Zagatala
economic region:

1. In 1999-2009, both the number of Avars, Tsakhurs and Udins decreased, and the largest
decrease was recorded in the share of the Tsakhurs (-22.1%). This was due to the intensive
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migration processes in the region. Generally, the migration balance in the region in 1999-2009 was
negative.

2. According to the results of the survey, the majority of migrants was constituted by the 20-
39 age group. Thus, the share of both men and women in the 20-39 age group in the total population
of all three minority ethnic groups decreased, and after the age of 40, the share of both sexes
increased. This was due to the decrease in the number of young people among the general
population due to migration, and the return of some of those who left. Interestingly, the share of
men aged 0-19 in all three ethnic groups decreased, while the share of women in the age group 20-
39 decreased. This was due to changes in the marital status of women in the 20-39 age group, their
ability to make independent decisions, and other factors.

3. As for the primary migration destinations, the essential destination for the minority ethnic
groups from all three groups is Russia, which has more lucrative employment opportunities. Some
of these young people are migrating to Baku. However, the continuation of such a situation could
result in the assimilation of these minority peoples in the world and the loss of the region's ethnic
diversity.
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SOKI-ZAQATALA iQTiSADI RAYONUNDA MOSKUNLASAN AZSAYLI
ETNIK QRUPLARIN CINS-YAS TORKIBININ FORMALASMASINDA
GONCLORIN MiQRASIYASI AMILI

B.9. Hiiseynova

Mogalodo statistik vo sorgu materiallar1 osasinda Soki-Zagatala iqgtisadi rayonunda
moskunlagan azsayli etnik qruplarin cins-yas torkibinin doyismasinds gonclorin migrasiyanin rolu
tohlil edilmisdir. Malumdur ki, igtisadi regionda migrasiya proseslorinin gedisindo, intensivliyinds
vo etnik torkibinin rangarangliyindo tarixi vo sosial-igtisadi amillorin rolu bdyiikk olmusdur.
Todgigat noticesindo molum olmusdur ki, demografik, sosial-igtisadi vo tarixi moskunlagsma
amillarinin tasiri ilo migrasiya proseslarinds qonsu 6lkalara migrasiya edon gonclorin sayinda ciddi
arttm olmusdur. Yerli sakinlorin molumatlarina goéra son illords, migrasiya edon arasinda gqadinlarin
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sayinda ciddi artim geydo alinmisdir. Bundan olave, 19-34 yas qrupunda olan ohali arasinda
miqrasiyanin intensiv xarakter almasi ohali arasinda gonclorin saymmmm da azalmasi ilo
naticolonmigdir. Heg silibhasiz ki, bu proses nikahlarin saymin vo tobii artimin azalmasina sobab
olur. Bu da 6z ndvbasinds azsayli etnik qruplarin sayinin azalmasi vo noaticada bir etnos kimi
tamamilo itmasi ilo noaticalons bilor. Bu baximdan, 6lkads yalniz Soki-Zagatala iqtisadi rayonu
orazisinds yasayan avar, saxur va udinlorin cins-yas torkibinin doyismoasinds miqrasiya amilinin
Oyranilmasi xiisusi elmi-praktiki shamiyyato malikdir.
Acar sozlar: iqtisadi rayon, azsayli etnik gruplar, gonclor, miqrasiya, cins-yas tarkibi

D®AKTOP MUT'PALIMU B3POCJIBIX MOJIOJEXHU B POPMHUPOBAHUU
IHOJIOBO3PACTHOI'O COCTABA OTHUYECKUX MEHBIINHCTB, HACEJIAIOIIUX
B IIAKH-3ATATAJIBCKOM 3KOHOMHYECKOM PAMOHE

b. A. I'yceiinoBa

B craree Ha OCHOBE CTAaTUCTHYECKMX M OO30pHBIX MAaTEPUAIIOB aAHAIU3UPYETCS POJIb
MOJIOACKHON MUTpAIlMK B U3MEHEHUH TOJIOBO3PACTHOIO COCTaBa MAJIOYMCIICHHBIX 3THHYECKUX TPYIIIL,
npokuBaronux B [1lexku-3arataibckomM 3KOHOMHUYECKOM paiioHe. MI3BECTHO, YTO POJIb HCTOPUUECKUX U
COIIMATIBHO-9KOHOMUYECKHUX (DaKTOPOB B MPOTEKAHWH, MHTEHCUBHOCTH U Pa3HOOOPA3UM ITHUYECKUX
IPOLIECCOB B 3KOHOMMUYECKOM pailoHe Obuta Benuka. B xoie uccienoBaHusl YCTaHOBJIEHO, YTO B
MPOIIECCe MUTPAIMOHHOTO TMPOIIecca B CBSI3H C JIeMOrpaMuecKiMH, COIIMAaTbHO-I)KOHOMUYECKUMH H
UCTOPUYECKUMH (haKTOpaMH paccesieHHUs] HaOII0IaeTCsl 3HAUMTENLHBIA POCT YKCIa MOJIOJIBIX JTHO/IEH,
MUTPUPYIOIIUX B coceHUE cTpaHbl. [1o cmoBaM MECTHBIX KHTeNel, B MOCIeHUEe TOIbl HaOI0AaeTCs
3HAYUTEIIBHBIN POCT YHCIA KEHIIUH-MUTPAaHTOB. Kpome TOro, akTMBH3aAIUsl MUTPAIMM HACEJICHUS B
Bo3pacte 19-34 ner mpuBena K YMEHBIICHHWIO YHCIEHHOCTM MOJIOJIEKH B COCTaBE HACEJICHUS.
HecomuenHo, 3TOT miporiecc MPUBOAUT K YMEHBIICHUIO YKCia OpaKoB M €CTECTBEHHOMY MPUPOCTY.
OT0, B CBOIO OY€PE/Ib, MOXKET MIPUBECTH K YMEHBIICHUIO YHCIEHHOCTH MAJIOYHUCIIEHHBIX 3THOCOB U, KaK
CIIEICTBHE, K HUX IIOJIHOMY MCYE3HOBEHHIO Kak 3THOca. B cBs3M ¢ 3TUM o0coboe HaydyHOe H
MpPaKTHYECKOe 3HAUYEHHE MMEeT M3y4eHHE MUTPAIMOHHOTO (hakTopa B M3MEHEHHH MOJIOBO3PACTHOTO
cocTaBa aBaplieB, IAXypoB M YAWH, KOMIIAKTHO MpOXHUBAOIMUX Tonbko B Illexu-3araraibckom
SKOHOMHYECKOM pailOHE CTPAHBI.

KitoueBble cji0Ba: 2KOHOMUYECKUl PpALiOH, DIMHUYECKUE MEHbUUHCMEBA, MOJI00ediCh,
Muepayus, NO10803PACMHOU COCMA8
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