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YEAR OF EXISTENCE

Xiilasa

Bu moqalo biologiya tarixino  hasr olunmus ilk rus akademik  jurnalinin,
«Biologiya tarixino dair todqiqatlar»in monsoyi vo inkisaf trayektoriyasini arasdirir. Mislliflor qeyd
edirlor ki, Rusiyada belo ixtisaslagdirilmis nosro ehtiyac ¢oxdan yaranmisdi, c¢ilinki 20-ci osrin
ortalarindan biologiya tarix¢ilorinin foal elmi icmasinin mévcudluguna baxmayaraq, onlarn 2009-cu
ilo gadar tadqiqatlarint yaymagq tigiin xiisusi elmi kanali1 yox idi. Jurnaldan avvalki yol 1955-ci ilda
baslanmis biologiya elmlori tarixino dair toplularin nosrindon baslayaraq otrafli sokildo arasdirilir.
Yeni jurnalin tarixinds asas marhalalor, o ciimladon onun 2009-cu ilds rosmi geydiyyati, ilk jurnalin
togdimat1 vurgulanir. buraxilmasi, beynolxalqg ISSN nomrosinin alinmasi vo onun Rusiya Ali
Attestasiya Komissiyasmin resenziyali nosrlori siyahisina daxil edilmosi. Ik bas redaktor E.I.
Kolginski, 2020-ci ilds 6liimiina gadar, S.V. Salimov redaktor vazifalorini 6z lizarine gotiirdii. Magalo
jurnalin osas konseptual prinsiplorini oks etdirir: biologiya vo olagoli fonlorin tarixini ohato etmok,
arxiv materiallarinin nagri vo ikidilli ingilis-rus nosr formati. Beynolxalq redaksiya heyotinin torkibi
timumilogdirilmis, son illordo nasr olunan masalolorin say1 vo modvzular1 ilo bagh nosrlorin
statistikas1 toqdim edilmisdir. Miiolliflor jurnalin Rusiya elmi dovri nosrlorinin reytinglori arasinda
sanballi mévqgeyini vurgulayirlar. Sonda jurnalin biologiya tarixindo togatid platformasi kimi davamli
inkisafi tiglin yeni miiolliflorin vo oxucularm calb edilmasinin vacibliyi vurgulanar.

Acar sozlar: Biologiya tarixi, elmi jurnal, tarixsiinasliq, nosr tarixi, akademik diskurs, elmi
linsiyyat

Peztome

B crathe paccMaTpuUBarOTCA HUCTOKU U TPACKTOPHS Pa3BUTHUS IIEPBOIO POCCUMCKOTO HAyYHOTO
KypHaia 1o ucropuu O6mosnorun «MccinenoBaHus IO UCTOPUU OMOJIOTHKM». ABTOPBI OTMEYAIOT, YTO
HEOO0X0/MMOCTh B TAaKOM CHELMAIM3UPOBAHHOM M31aHUM B Poccum Haspena JaBHO, MOCKOJIBKY,
HECMOTpsI Ha CYILECTBOBAHHWE aKTUBHOIO HAYYHOI'O0 COOOIIECTBA MCTOPUKOB OMOJIOTHUHU C CEPEIUHbI
XX B., 10 2009 r. y HUX He OBUIO BBLAEICHHOTO HAyYHOTO KaHaja Ul paclpOCTPAHEHUs CBOUX
uccnenoBanuil. [lonpo6GHO paccMOTpeH MyTh, MPEALIECTBOBABIIMI KypHally, HauMHas C BbIXOJa B
CBET COOPHMKOB IO UCTOPUU OMOJIOTUYECKUX HAyK, HayaTtoro B 1955 r. OcBelleHbl KIIIOYEBbIE BEXU
UCTOPHM HOBOI'O KypHaia, B TOM 4ucie ero oduuuanbHas perucrpauus B 2009 r., mpe3zeHTanus
IIEPBOrO BBINYCK, IOJIY4YeHHE MexXaAyHapoaHoro Homepa ISSN wu BKIIOYEHHME €ro B CIHCOK
penensupyemelx n3nanuii BAK Poccun. Ilepssiit rnaBubiil penakrop E.M. KomunHckuil pyxoBoann
KYpHAJIOM B TE€UYEHHUE IEPBOTO ACCATUIIETHS €TO0 CTAaHOBJIEHHUA 1O cBoed cmeptu B 2020 roxy, xoraa
C.B. HlanmumoB B3s1 Ha ce0s peJakIMOHHbIE OO0SI3aHHOCTH. B cTaTbe W3J10KEHBI OCHOBHBIE
KOHIIENTyalbHbIE TNPUHLMIIBI JKypHana: OXBaT HCTOPUU OWOJOTHMM W CMEXHBIX TUCLMIUIMH,
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MyOJIMKAIUs apXUBHBIX MAaTEPUAIOB M IBYSA3BIYHBIM aHIJI0-PYCCKUU (opMmaT myonukanuii. O0001meH
COCTaB MEXIYHAPOJHOW pENAaKIMOHHON KOJUICTMH, MPEACTAaBICHA CTATHCTUKA MYOJIMKAIMA IO
KOJIMYECTBY HOMEPOB M HMX TEMAaTUKE 3a IOCICJHHE TOJbL. ABTOpBI IMOJYEPKUBAIOT IOYETHOE
IIOJIOKEHUE JKypHajga Cpead pEeWTHHIOB POCCHUMCKOM HAydyHOM NEpUOJMKH. B  3akimroueHue
MOTYCPKUBACTCS BAKHOCTh HPHUBJICYCHHS HOBBIX aBTOPOB M YMTATEJCH JIIs JaJbHEHILEro Pa3BUTHSI
)KypHaJia KaK IiaThOpMBbI JUIsl HAyYHBIX HCCIICAOBAHUI B 00JIACTH UCTOPHH OMOJIOTHH.

Kniwouesvie cnoea: Vicropuss OHOJNOTMH, HAy4HBIH S>KypHaJ, HUCTOpUOTpadus, HCTOPHS
nyOJIMKalUi, akaJeMHUUSCKUI TUCKYPC, HaydHass KOMMYHHUKAIIHSL.

In 2023, the first Russian scientific journal on the history of biology - the journal "Hcropuko-
ounonornueckue uccnenaoBanus = Studies in the History of Biology" - celebrated a modest anniversary,
with the number of issues published exceeding fifty.In June 2023, the 55th issue of this journal went
out of print. This is a good occasion to talk about this publication, its background and what has been
done during the 15 years of its existence.

Although there has been an active community of professional historians of biology in Russia
for almost 100 years, until 2009 they did not have their own journal, although it was vital. The
absence of such a journal in Russia looked strange against the background of numerous specialized
periodicals all over the world ("Biology and Philosophy", "British Society for the History of Science”,
"Endeavour Gessnerus", "Histjricalijrical Journal of the History of Biology", "History of Philosophie
of the Life Sciences", "Verhandlungen zur Geschochte und Theorie der Biologie" and others).

The idea of publishing a historical-biological journal was nurtured for decades bythe leading
members of the Institute for the History of Natural History and Technology. Among them were the
founders of the St. Petersburg school of biology historians, B.E. Raikov (1880-1966) and K.M.
Zavadsky (1910-1977), as well as the director of the Moscow Institute, corresponding member of the
USSR Academy of Sciences, S.R. Mikulinsky (1919-1991), the heads of the History of Biology S.A.
Sobol (1893-1960), L.Y. Blyakher (1900-1987), and many others.

In the 1970s, on the initiative of Kirill Mikhailovich Zavadsky [9], a well-known evolutionist
professor and head of the History and Theory of Evolutionary Teaching Sector of the Leningrad
Branch of the Institute of Evolutionary Sciences of the USSR Academy of Sciences, periodical
collections "History and Theory of Evolutionary Teaching" were published for some time [5]. The
structure of these collections shows that they are built on the "journal principle”, which certainly
testifies to K.M. Zavadsky's unrealized desire to publish his ownjournal, a desire that was realized
only 32 years after Kirill Mikhailovich's death.

However, even before Zavadsky, the idea, one could say, was in the air. From the very
beginning of the existence of the Institute and its Leningrad branch, there was an urgent need for its
own journals. For example, although the main Russian journal on the history of science "Voprosy
istorii nauchnoznaniya i tekhniki" has been published in Moscow only since 1980. But before that a
quarter of a century (since 1956), non- periodical collections of the same name were published. Our
journal has traveled a similar path.

The series of collections "History of Biological Sciences" was started in 1955 and was
published as part of the "Proceedings of the Institute of the History of Natural History and Technology
of the USSR Academy of Sciences" along with the series "History of Physical and Mathematical
Sciences", "History of Chemical Sciences"”, "History of Geological and Geographical Sciences" and
others. Issues 1 through 4 had acomposite title on the title page. Large letters read "Proceedings of the
Institute of the History of Natural History and Technology”, and just below in smaller letters "History
of Biological Sciences" with the number of the issue. Beginning with the 5th issue, the only title left
was "History of Biological Sciences", and the reference to "Proceedings of the Institute of the History
of Natural History and Technology" was moved to the head of the title page.

Some of the collections were made in Moscow (under the editorship of S.L. Sobol and L.Y.
Blyakher), and some in Leningrad (under the editorship of P.P. Perfiliev and B.E. Raikov). A total of
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10 such collections were published during seven years, so that the periodicity was about one and a
half collections per year. In 1961, the tenth collection was published (under a slightly modified
title "From the History of Biological Sciences"), and in 1962, the ninth collection was delayed due
to technical problems. After that the publication was discontinued.

In 1966, it became possible to resume publication of the collections at theLeningrad Branch of
the Institute. The first issue was published under the same title (From the History of Biological
Sciences = Memorabilia historialae naturalis) and under the editorship of the famous historian of
biology Boris Evgenyevich Raikov (Paiikos, 2011). He signed a signal copy of this collection into
print when he was already terminally ill; it was the last book he signed for printing. Later the edition
was renamed, and the center of collection formation moved to Moscow. From the second to the 5th
collections were called "From the History of Biology", and from the 6th to the 11th - "Historical and
Biological Studies". Starting with the second collection, they were published in paperback and looked
like a journal, but could not be considered a journal due to the rarity of their publication [5].

The fate of the collections was such that their publication was again interrupted after the tenth
issue, published in 1989. Only eight years later, the 11th collection was published (in 1997), and again
the vicissitudes of the economic state of the country interrupted this work.

It was as a sign of continuity that the journal, which began publication 12 years later, was
named Historical and Biological Research. Starting the publication, we had high hopes that the journal
would not stop at the 10th issue. Fortunately, this did not happen; the journal was destined for a more
worthy fate.

Eduard Israelievich Kolchinsky, former student of K.M. Zavadsky and Director of the
St.Petersburg Branch of S.I. Vavilov Institute for the History of Science and Technology of the RAS,
who became the Editor-in-Chief of the new journal, believed that in this way he was fulfilling his duty
to his teachers. The initiative group for the creation of the new journal together with him included
L.Y. Borkin (who became Deputy Editor-in-Chief), M.B. Konashev (who also became Deputy Editor-
in-Chief), and A.l. Ermolaev (who became Executive Secretary of the journal). In addition to the St.
Petersburg Institute of Biology of the Russian Academy of Sciences (which, represented by the
historians of biology working there, assumed the scientific leadership of the journal), it is necessary
to name two other organizations that were directly involved in the creation of the journal and initially
became its co-founders. These are the St. Petersburg Union of Scientists (the chairman of the board of
the SPBSU was the aforementioned L.Y. Borkin) and the St. Petersburg publishing house "Nestor-
History" (which took on the responsibilities of the publisher and the work of distributing the journal).
Later, in 2019, the journal was re-registered and the IIET was recorded as the founder.

The concept of the journal was developed in the spring of 2008, but a whole year passed before
the journal was officially registered as a mass media outlet by the Federal Service for Supervision in
the Sphere of Mass Communications, Communications and Protection of Cultural Heritage, which
happened on May 7, 2009. It was published in September 2009 and was dedicated to the 200th
anniversary of Charles Darwin's birth and the 150th anniversary of the publication of The Origin of
Species.

The presentation of the journal took place on September 23, 2009 in the large conference hall
of the St. Petersburg Scientific Center of the Russian Academy of Sciences. Presenting the new
edition, E.l. Kolchinsky promised that it would reflect thehistory not only of biology, but also of all
natural sciences directly related to it (medicine, biogeography, veterinary medicine and agrobiology,
ecology and nature management), i.e. include everything that is called "life sciences™ in the Western
countries. After the Editor-in-Chief, the presentation was followed by his deputies L. Y.Borkin and M.
B. Konashev, as well as some of the members of the editorial board: K. Cohen (Paris, France), S. G.
Inge-Vechtomov (St. Petersburg), E. B. Muzrukova (Moscow), B. I. Barabantschikov (Kazan), A. G.
Yusufov (Makhachkala), and others.

The concept of the journal outlined during this event has remained unchanged all these years.
The editorial board has set the following goals and tasks.
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First, to study in historical aspect both biology and the closely related complex of medical,
agricultural and geographical sciences, including veterinary and agrobiology, historical ecology and
nature management, biogeography and so on. In fact, we are talking about a set of sciences, called in
the West "Sciences of Life" (Sciences of Life). The category of studied problems also includes
philosophy and sociology of biology, socio-cultural aspects of its development, including interaction
with government and society, history of ideas and institutions, problems of institutionalization of
biological research.

Secondly, the editorial board traditionally pays great attention to the publication of archival
materials, documents, memoirs of scientists and interviews with them. The introduction of previously
unknown information into the scientific turnover allows a better understanding of many events in the
complicated history of biological sciences. In this respect, narrative history is especially important,
allowing us to preserve not only facts and events, but to learn personal attitudes to them from the
mouths of direct participants.

Thirdly, it was immediately decided that the journal should be accessible to all those
interested, including those in other countries. Therefore, the journal is publishedin two languages -
Russian and English. The adopted bilingualism of the journal is ambivalent: Russian articles are
summarized in English, and English articles are summarized in Russian. Only the title and content of
the journal are fully bilingual. Thus, being a domestic journal, the journal at the same time becomes
an open international publication, realizing some already accepted general cultural principles of
interaction, including the principle of "global through local, local through global™ (“global through
local, local through global™).

For the same reason, the editorial board is composed of scientists from many countries.
Already in the very first issue, among the members of the editorial board, along with Russian
scientists from Moscow, St. Petersburg, Kazan, and Makhachkala, there were such well-known and
respected historians of biology as J. Brown (Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA), D. Weiner (Tucson,
Arizona, USA), J. Guyon (Paris, France), D. Kane (London, UK), C. Cohen (Paris, France), O.Y.
Pilipchuk (Kiev, Ukraine), and U. Hossfeld (Jena, Germany). In the future, their composition only
expanded. Unfortunately, some of the first editorial board of the journal are no longer alive, such as
Jean Guyon, who passed away in 2018 [11].

Since the beginning of 2010, the journal has been on a regular schedule, with 4 issues
published annually (quarterly) since then. On November 19, 2009, the journal received an
international ISSN number (2076-8176). Since the second half of 2010 the journal became a
subscription journal (its index is 70681 in the catalog "Press of Russia™). In 2011 the journal was
included in the RINC system, and in 2015 - in the VAK List. Currently, the journal "Historical and
Biological Studies™" is included in the list of peer-reviewed scientific publications of the Higher
Attestation Commission in the specialties: 5.6.6 - History of Science and Technology (Biological
Sciences), 5.6.6 - History of Science and Technology (Historical Sciences). Since 2018, each article
has received a DOI code.

The year 2019 marks the 10th anniversary of the first issue of the journal. Unfortunately, the
beginning of the second decade was overshadowed by a heavy loss - on January 24, 2020, Eduard 1.
Kolchinsky, who led the journal for the first 10 years, died [6]. The new Editor-in-Chief was Sergey
V. Shalimov of the St. Petersburg Institute of Physics and Technology.

During its existence, the Journal has gained popularity in the scientific world and won the
respect of colleagues. Since the beginning of the publication till the end of 2022, 53 issues have been
published, 25 of them were thematic. The list of thematic issues for the first 10 years has been
published [9], here we can give the list for the last 5 years as an example.

Thematic issues of Studies in the History of Biology for 2018-2022:

e Studies in the History of Biology. 2018. T. 10, Ne 1. The theme of the issue: "Cooperation
between Russian and American historians of biology". Editor-in- Chief: M.B. Konashev. 112

p.
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e Studies in the History of Biology. 2018. T. 10, Ne 2. Theme of the issue:"Women in Biology".
Editor-in-Chief: R.A. Fando. 153 p.

e Studies in the History of Biology. 2019. T. 11, Ne 2. The theme of the issue: "Dedicated to the
memory of J.A. Medvedev (1925-2018)". Editors: M.B. Konashev, B. Martin. 142 p.

e Studies in the History of Biology. 2019. T. 11, Ne 4. Theme of the issue:"Dedicated to the 25th
anniversary of the death of Y.A. Polyansky". Editors: S.l. Fokin, A.V. Samokish. 147 p.

e Studies in the History of Biology. 2020. T. 12, Ne 3. Theme of the issue: "To the 125th
anniversary of VIR (All-Union Institute of Plant Industry)". Editors: N.P. Goncharov, S.V.
Shalimov. 134 p.

e Studies in the History of Biology. 2020. T. 12, Ne 4. Theme of the issue: "To the 150th
anniversary of Vladimir Leontievich Komarov". Editors: D.V. Geltman,
A.V. Samokish. 180 p.

e Studies in the History of Biology. 2021. T. 13, Ne 2. Theme of the issue: "Natural Science
Societies in the History of Science”. Editors: R.A. Fando, E.F. Sinelnikova. 162 p.

e Studies in the History of Biology. 2022. T. 14, Ne 1. Theme of the issue: "To the 125th
anniversary of Vladimir Ivanovich Zhadin". Editor-in-Chief: A.L. Rizhinashvili. 168 p.

e Studies in the History of Biology. 2022. T. 14, Ne 4. Theme of the issue: "From the History of

Epidemics™ (the section occupies not the whole issue, but half of it). Editors: A.l. Ermolaev,

A.A. Fedorova. 202 p.

The articles of the journal cover the whole complex of medical [12] and agricultural sciences

[8] closely related to biology, including veterinary and agrobiology, ecology and nature

management, biogeography and so on. Articles on the history of the axolotl as a laboratory

animal [10] are juxtaposed with articles on the history of biological education [19]. The

geographical scope of research is wide, from China [2] and Mongolia to Cuba [14].

There is virtually no chronological framework. The research covers both knowledge about
fungi in ancient China (Di, 2011) and botanical aspects of the Bible [20], and XVIII-XIX centuries [1,
6, 18, 21] and reaches up to the present day, studying the problems of Evo-Devo theory [2] and
detailing the population-genetic experiments of L.Z. Kaidanov [8]. And since neo-Lysenkoism is now
rearing its head in Russia, it is relevant to study both the problems of the history of Lysenkoism in
Russia (Kouprianov, 2011; XXeb6pak u Connnena, 2012; XXebpak u Connnesa, 2013; KomuuHckuid,
20156; Ichikawa, 2017; I'pam, 2018) and around the world [7; 9; 15] and the current problems of
revival of these anti-scientific views [1; 3; 8].

The journal has regularly addressed the personalities of great biologists of the past: C. Darwin,
P.S. Pallas [6], H. Ponder [7] and others, and does not ignore biologists of the present time [12; 16].

Today our scientific journal occupies worthy positions in the ratings of Russian scientific
publications. In the general rating of Science Index for 2021, it is on 1046th place out of more than
5000 journals. On the subject of "Biology" the journal occupies 94th line of the rating, and on the
subject of "History™" - 65th place. Articles from "Historical and Biological Research” have been cited
in other scientific journals more than 1500 times. This indicates the demand for published materials
in the scientific community.

Among the journals that most often cite "Historical and Biological Studies” are such
publications as "Voprosy voprosy istorii nauchnoznaniya i tekhniki”, "Journal of the History of
Biology", "Sociology of Science and Technology”. This is explained by the commonality of the
subjects of the articles. Materials on the history of biology are cited by specialized journals in this
field. In addition, citations come from scientific journals in biology, ecology, genetics, which
indicates the applied importance of historical research for modern science.

The editorial board of the journal invites all domestic and foreign researchers engaged in the
history of biology, and will be glad to all responses, including critical, wishes, comments and

constructive suggestions. The journal can exist and develop onlywith the active interest and assistance
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of our esteemed readers and authors.
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