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Two factors are essential for achieving freedom and independence: historical conditions and a
strong leader. In the second half of the 1980s, the Soviet empire began to collapse. One of the main ro-
ads leading to independence — the historical conditions — had already matured. There was a need for a
strong leader for the people, who could assess events correctly and make logical decisions, and this
phenomenal figure was Heydar Alirza oglu Aliyev, the architect and founder of the modern Independent
Republic of Azerbaijan. Long in advance, Heydar Aliyev anticipated the collapse of the Soviet empire
and put the path to the restoration of the state independence of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Today, the independence of Azerbaijan is in very strong hands. Under the leadership of the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, and Hero of the 44-day
Patriotic War, llham Heydar oglu Aliyev, our republic is strengthening its state independence each day.
As the National Leader said: "State independence of Azerbaijan is permanent, eternal, and irreversible™.
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2023 was declared the "Year of Heydar
Aliyev" with the decree of the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev dated 29
September 2022.

Historical documents and the witnessed
events prove that two factors are essential for ac-
hieving freedom and independence: historical
conditions and a strong leader. The people of
Azerbaijan achieved state independence twice in
a century: at the beginning and the end of the 20"
century. Yet, they managed to sustain their inde-
pendence only in the latter case, mainly due to
these two factors.

The Azerbaijan People's Republic, estab-
lished in May 1918, did not last long and fell
consequent to the invasion by the Red Empire.
pn the night of 27-28 April 1920, the Parlia-
ment of Azerbaijan People's Republic handed
over power to the Provisional Revolutionary
Committee of Soviets. In fact, it was an occu-
pation of an independent country. The stubborn
resistance attempts of the state members of the
Azerbaijan People's Republic were in vain, sin-
ce the historical and political conditions that
arose after World War | did not allow it.
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Thus, the October Revolution of 1917 in
Russia followed by the occupation of Azerbai-
jan by the Soviets, which strengthened well
thanks to the Baku oil and other natural resour-
ces of our country, crossed out the independen-
ce ideas of the Azerbaijani people for the next
decades. Despite the 23-month lifespan of The
Azerbaijan People's Republic, it conferred the
first-ever women's suffrage in the East, imple-
mented several important reforms, and was no-
ted in the pages of history by giving our people
a taste of freedom.

In the second half of the 1980s, the Soviet
empire, named the "prison of the peoples”, the
pseudo-voluntary union of fifteen sovereign
and independent states, began to collapse. One
of the main roads leading to independence — the
historical conditions — had already matured.
There was a need for a strong leader for the pe-
ople, who could assess events correctly and ma-
ke logical decisions, and this phenomenal figu-
re was Heydar Alirza oglu Aliyev, the architect
and founder of the modern Independent Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan.

Long in advance, Heydar Aliyev anticipa-
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ted the collapse of the Soviet empire and put
the path to the restoration of the state indepen-
dence of the Republic of Azerbaijan. At a time
when the Soviet Union was still powerful, those
who talked or acted for independence were se-
verely punished or executed. Notwithstanding,
Heydar Aliyev drew the contours of the future
independent Azerbaijan deep within his heart,
and gradually strengthened the economy and
power of Azerbaijan.

Heydar Aliyev knew that the main way to
progress the Azerbaijani people was through
education, science, and culture [1]. Both in
1969-1982 and the period of independence
1990-2003, the Great Leader directed a large
part of his activities in this direction to realize
his goal. Both periods of Heydar Aliyev's lea-
dership of Azerbaijan were years of develop-
ment of science, education and culture, as in
many other fields. The National Leader said:
"Educating our youth in educational institutions
based on the moral values of our people, the is-
sue of educating morally healthy and pure pe-
ople should occupy an important place in edu-
cational institutions" [2, 76].

In 1970-1980, on the initiative of Heydar
Aliyev, more than 17,000 specialists were trai-
ned for Azerbaijan in more than 50 cities of the
USSR. He recalled that period in the years
when his genial personality founded the new,
independent Azerbaijan: "Today, it can be said
with full confidence that Azerbaijan's state so-
vereignty and economic independence, syste-
matically increasing foreign economic relati-
ons, and deeper integration into the world eco-
nomy is based on the potential of the national
economy, which was founded in 1970-1985"
[3, 6-9]. This proves once again that the foun-
dation of an important stage in the transformati-
on of the Azerbaijan SSR into the Independent
Republic of Azerbaijan was laid in those years
under the leadership of Heydar Aliyev.

As the future-based ideas of the Great
Leader that no one could foresee, come true, we
witness how essential was the development of
science, education and military.
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In 1971, a military-oriented "Specialized
Boarding School™ was established by the deci-
sion of the Bureau of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of Azerbaijan. On 24 No-
vember 1997, by the Decree of the President of
the Republic of Azerbaijan, the boarding school
was renamed to Military Lyceum named after
Jamshid Nakhchivansky. Heydar Aliyev made
a speech in this solemn ceremony. In 1971, the-
re were two military-oriented boarding schools
in the USSR, named after Nakhimov and Suvo-
rov, respectively. At that time, it required great
courage to open a military school in any of the
allied republics other than Russia. Only Heydar
Aliyev could do it. Some disagreed with this
action. They were based on training centres that
prepared alternative soldiers. However, the stu-
dents of this school, which was established 52
years ago with the determination and foresight
of Heydar Aliyev, are today the mainstay of the
military power of the Independent Republic of
Azerbaijan. Among the students of the Military
Lyceum, there were quite a few who have been
awarded the honorary title of National Hero of
the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Particular attention was given to the inc-
rease in the number of Azerbaijanis among sci-
entists. In 1972, the Nakhchivan and Ganja Sci-
ence Centers and Sheki Regional Science Base
were organized under the Academy of Scien-
ces. In addition to the increase in the number of
intellectuals, there was also a qualitative change
in its composition [4, 269]. The foundation of
the wide network of scientific and educational
institutions operating in our republic today was
laid under the leadership of Heydar Aliyev in
those years [5, 4-9].

At the people's will and insistence, Heydar
Aliyev tirelessly carried this responsible and he-
avy burden on his shoulders on the way to the
restoration of the State Independence of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan. The national leader's histo-
ric arrival from Moscow to Baku on 20 July
1990, and to Nakhchivan on 22 July will live in
people's hearts for centuries. This "journey™ writ-
ten in golden letters in the social and political life
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of our country and people, and the foundation of
our national statehood and independence that be-
gan with it, will always be remembered. After
this trip, events began to unfold in a completely
different direction. The national leader lived those
difficult days together with the people in the city
of Nakhchivan, where he was born.

On the day he arrived in Nakhchivan, the
Great Leader also held a meeting in Azadlig
Square of the city with the participation of mo-
re than 80,000. This was no ordinary speech.
Every sentence of Heydar Aliyev was a short,
perfect thesis of a very difficult but honourable
path leading Azerbaijan to independence.

On 30 September 1990, Heydar Aliyev was
elected People's Deputy of Azerbaijan SSR and
Nakhchivan ASSR. Decisions made at the first
session of the Supreme Council of the Nakhchivan
Autonomous Republic held under his chairmans-
hip on 17 November, became an event that created
a historical turning point in the social and political
life of not only Nakhchivan, an integral part of
Azerbaijan, but of Azerbaijan as a whole. At the
meeting, historical decisions "On changing the na-
me of the Nakhchivan ASSR", "On the supreme
state authority of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Re-
public”, "On the state symbols of the Nakhchivan
Autonomous Republic”, "On giving a political as-
sessment to the events of January 1990" were
adopted. The words "Soviet Socialist" were remo-
ved from the name of the Nakhchivan ASSR, and
the name of the Supreme Soviet was changed to
"The Supreme Assembly of the Nakhchivan Auto-
nomous Republic”. The three-coloured flag of the
Azerbaijan People's Republic was accepted as the
state flag of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Repub-
lic, and a legislative initiative was taken to adopt
this flag as the official state flag [6, 34-38]. All of
them demonstrate that the restoration of Azerbai-
jan's independence started from Nakhchivan under
the leadership of Heydar Aliyev.

After Heydar Aliyev was elected as the Cha-
irman of the Supreme Assembly of the Nakhchi-
van Autonomous Republic on 2 September 1991,
democratic changes, important decisions related to
national statehood and bigger measures began to
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be implemented. Under the leadership of Heydar
Aliyev, the Supreme Assembly of the Nakhchivan
Autonomous Republic adopted decisions "On the
status of the armed forces located in the territory of
the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic* and "On
the organization of the defence and protection of
the borders of the Nakhchivan Autonomous Re-
public”. The State National Defense Committee of
the Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic was estab-
lished by a decision dated 7 September 1991.
The withdrawal of Soviet troops from the territory
of Nakhchivan began, and the last Russian soldier
left the territory on 29 September 1992. On 28
May of the same year, the "Bridge of Hope™ built
on the Aras River between Nakhchivan and the
brotherly Republic of Turkey was opened. Heydar
Aliyev's visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran on
22-26 August and the documents signed there pla-
yed a major role in the development of future rela-
tions with the neighbouring country. On 3 Decem-
ber, the Shahtakhty-Poldasht floating bridge was
commissioned over the Aras River between the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and the Nakhchivan Auto-
nomous Republic [6, 38-59].

Heydar Aliyev gave a political and histo-
rical assessment of the "Border Movement" at
the session of the Supreme Assembly held on
December 16, 1991. On the same day, Decem-
ber 31 was declared the Day of Solidarity and
Unity of the World Azerbaijani people, and to
annually celebrate this day as a holiday in the
Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic.

On 21 November 1992, at the constituent
conference of NAP, held in Nakhchivan, a decisi-
on was made to establish the political party, and
Heydar Aliyev was unanimously elected as its
chairman.

With the return of Heydar Aliyev to politi-
cal power in June 1993, state independence was
strengthened in Azerbaijan and the foundation of
today's comprehensive development was laid.

Heydar Aliyev always paid paternal care
to the development of science, education and
culture during his leadership of the Independent
Republic of Azerbaijan. On 21 May 1998, du-
ring a meeting with the members of the Society
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of Specialists, who received higher education in
foreign countries, the National Leader recalled
the times he led the Azerbaijan SSR with the
words: "...the people | sent to study outside
Azerbaijan in the 1970s and 1980s are [like]
my own children. Perhaps you don't know how
much | suffered to organize this work... In those
years, each republic was allocated a certain pla-
ce for young people to study in different cities
of the USSR. I learned in 1970 that 50 places
were allocated to Azerbaijan for this purpose,
and no one was interested in this task. | obser-
ved that only 25 per cent of those young people
on the list were Azerbaijanis by nationality... In
1975, 1 increased the number of students to
600, and then each year, setting to 700, 800,
900..." [7, 18-19].

As Heydar Aliyev said on 31 August
1999, in a meeting with the education workers
and students of the republic: "Any state that
wants to ensure the development of its country
and bring its nation's science and culture up to
world standards, should pay more attention to
education, strive for the development of educa-
tion, create all education opportunities” [8].

Alongside the other fields of science, Hey-
dar Aliyev also cared about the ancient history,
archaeology, and ethnography of Azerbaijan, al-
ways promoted this field of science, education
and culture, and was proud of the centuries-old
history and statehood traditions of his homeland.
In particular, the training of national archaeologi-
cal personnel was one of the important issues.

As can be seen, the restoration of state in-
dependence, which was founded in Nakhchivan
in 1990 as a result of Heydar Aliyev's tireless

MBRUZOLOR —<«p—

REPORTS

activities, ended with the adoption of the Cons-
titutional Act "On the restoration of state inde-
pendence of the Republic of Azerbaijan” on 18
October 1991, after discussions in the Supreme
Council of Azerbaijan.

Today, the independence of Azerbaijan is
in very strong hands. Under the leadership of
the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, and
Hero of the 44-day Patriotic War, Ilham Heydar
oglu Aliyev, our republic is strengthening its
state independence each day. As the National
Leader said: "State independence of Azerbaijan
is permanent, eternal, and irreversible".
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AZORBAYCAN XALQININ UNUDULMAZ LiDERI
A.Q. Seyidov

Azadliga, miistaqilliya qovusmag iiciin iki sort asasdir:-tarixi saraitin yetismasi vo giiclii, xalq1 arxasinca apar-
mag: bacaran liderin olmasz. XX asrin 80-ci illarinin ikinci yarisinda sovetlar birliyi ¢cokmoaya bagsladr. Artig miistoqilli-
yo aparan asas yollardan biri—tarixi sorait yetigmigdi. Sadaca, xalg: arxasinca apara bilan, mantiqi gararlar vermayi
bacaran giiclii lidera ehtiyac duyulurdu — bu nahang sima Miistaqil Azarbaycan Respublikasinin memar: va qurucusu,
Umummilli Lider Heydar Olirza oglu Oliyev idi. Heydar Oliyev SSRI adlanan imperiyann tezlikla dagilacagini ¢cox-cox
awvaldan hiss etmakla yanasi, Azarbaycan Respublikasinin dovlat miistoqilliyinin barpasina gedan yolunun mahz bu il-
lordon baslandigini goriirdii.

Bu giin Azarbaycan Respublikasmin Prezidenti, Zati-alilari, Silahli Qiiwalarin Ali Bas Komandani, 44 giinliik
Vaton miiharibasinin Qahraman: flham Heydar oglu Oliyevin rahboarliyi alzinda respublikamiz giinii-giindon 6z dovlat
miistaqilliyini méhkomlandirir. Umummilli Liderin soyladiyi Kimi: “Azarbaycanin dovlat miistoqilliyi daimidir, abadidir,
donmazdir”.

Acar sozlar: Heydor Oliyev, ITham Oliyev, tarixi sorait, Miistoqil Azarbaycan Respublikasz, elm, tahsil

HE3ABBEHHBIN JIUJIEP A3EPEAI7II[)KAHCKOFO HAPOJA
A.I'. CengoB

Iea ¢paxmopa neobxooumvl 05t docmudicenust 600006l U HE3ABUCUMOCIU. UCTOPUYECKUE VCI06UsL U CUNbHBLI
audep. Bo esmopotui nonosune 1980-x 20006 cosemckas umnepusi hauana pazeanusamscs. OOHA U3 21A6HLIX 00PO2, e-
OyWuUx K He3a8UCUMOCHU,—UCmopUudecKue Yciogus—yxce cospend. s Hapooa OblLL HYdCeH CUTbHBIL TUOep, YMerouull
NPABUILHO OYEHUBAMb COOLIMUS U NPUHUMAMb TOSUYHbIE DelleHUs, U Mol pernomeHanvrou gueypoi cman I etdap
Anupza oenvl Anues, apxumexmop u ocHogamens cospemennol Hezasucumou Pecnybauxu Azepoaiioxcan. Ietidap Anu-
es 3apaHee npeodguoes Kpax CO8emMcKol UMNEPUU U NPOLONCUT NYIb K 80CCMAHOBLEHUIO 20CYOAPCMBEHHOU He3A8UCU-
mocmu Azepbaiiodcanckoul Pecnyonuxu.

Ceeoousn nesagucumocmov Azepoaiiodcana Haxooumcs 8 ouens kpenkux pykax. Iloo pyxosoocmeom Ilpe3udenma
Asepbaiiocanckou Pecnyoauxu, I nagnoxomanoyowezo Boopyocennvimu Cunamu, I'epos 44-onesnoti OmeuecmeenHou
souinvl Unvxama Ietidap oenvl Anueéa Hauia pecnyonuka ¢ Kaxcovim OHeM YKPenisem c8oi0 20Cy0apCmeeHHyI0 He3a6uU-
cumocmo. Kax cxazan obwenayuonanvusiil audep: «locyoapcmeennasn nezagucumocms Azepbaiiodcana nocmosuuda,
6€UHA U HeOOpamMuMay.

Knroueswte cnosa: I'etioap Anues, Unvxam Anues, Hezasucumas Azepbatioxcanckas Pecnybnuka, nayka, obpa-
308anue
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