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THE UNIQUE GARDENS OF TABRIZ DURING GAJAR DYNASTY
(Ethnographic research)
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(Presented by Academician of ANAS T.A.Bunyadov)

Parks and gardens were always the significant element of urban culture and moreover, they
were public centres, as well. From this point, the historical parks and gardens of Tabriz are very
unique. Actually, parks and gardens were established from ancient times and they had always na-
tional features. A garden was a place where people had spiritual contact with nature and an indica-

tor of people’s philosophical outlook.

As Tabriz was located on the Silk Road and was cultural and trade centre there were estab-
lished various gardens during middle ages. While Gajar dynasty was on the throne the historical
parks of Tabriz were restored and furthermore, the new ones were established. Actually, during
Abbas Mirza’s reform period this process was more actively undertaken.
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Sources: Local historians and foreign tra-
vellers paid a great attention to the unique parks
and gardens of Tabriz. According to the infor-
mation given in these sources it can be clarified
the appearance, function, number of the parks
and their role in society.

Historian Katib Chelebi by explaining the
geographical location of Tabriz stated: “In the
plains close to Sahand Mountain there is a very
famous city surrounded by gardens like in a pa-
radise”. The author also described the ornamen-
ted houses, picturesque gardens of Tabriz
where various exquisite and colourful flowers
grow and there were lots of pools in it and the
water was pure [3, 380-381].

As he showed in his other books there were
established a plenty of gardens in Tabriz during
Middle Ages. He mentioned gardens such as
Bagh-i kolahduzan (hat makers garden), Bagh-1
Pir Mahammad Sarraj (garden of saddle maker
Pir Mahammad), Bagh-i Asvaran (Huge garden),
Doctor Sadaddin’s, SheykhKhojand’s (probably
famous poet Kamaladdin Khojand’s garden),
Ahmadabad, Khaja Mutahhar, Damashgiyya,
Shah Huseyn, Bayim, Gaziabad, Mahmudabad,
Turk Mahammad, Leylava, Novkhiz, Kolkhiz,
Burj, Sheykh Tajeddin’s, Khaje Yusif’s, Shamsa-
bad, Khalafan garden and so on [12, 76].
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In his book “Tarikh-1 alam-arayi Abbasi”
Iskender Munshi described Shah Tahmasib’s
son- Ismayil Mirza’s wedding which took place
in 1554 at splendid Northern garden of Tabriz
that he called “Bagh-i Shimalabad: “There was
organized such a big wedding at Shimalabad gar-
den, even today the Qizilbash ("Red Heads") talk
about this wedding. All of the guests brought dif-
ferent gifts. The musicians and singers performed
in this wedding earned so much money that they
could meet all their need” [7, 256].

E.Chelebi stated that there were approxi-
mately 47 thousand gardens and places for pic-
nic in Tabriz. He paid a great attention to the
inscription on the roof of palace in Kalantar
garden - “This is a significant and lovely place
[4, 292].

On the map of Tabriz made in 1880 there
were indicated 301 gardens and parks. They
were mainly decorative parks and orchards.
According to the sources there were several
streets in Tabriz surrounded totally by gardens
or forests at that time.

These paradise gardens were described in
our folk tales and legends, on the works of po-
ets and play writers of the medieval ages, as
well as in miniatures. Actually, the decorations
on the carpets show the plan of ancient parks.
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During Shah Tahmasib’s reign it was weaved
“Bagh-i behisht” (paradais garden) carpet in
Tabriz where an imaginary garden with water-
falls, plants and flowers, cypress trees, descrip-
tion of animals (bird, line, tiger, gazelle, mon-
key) was described. This carpet designed by the
sketches of Kamaladdin Behzad, Sultan Ma-
hammad Tabrizi, Agha Mirak and others was
seized by Europeans during Safavid-Ottoman
war. At present time part of this carpet is kept
in Krakow (Poland) at Vavel museum and the
other part in Paris at Art Museum.

The establishment: Due to the negative
impact of harsh hot climate to people’s lifestyle
the first decorative gardens and parks appeared
in Middle East, Asia Minor, Central and South
Asia and also in Azerbaijan [9, §]. From one
hand, it was related with the protection of peo-
ple from sunlight, making beautiful nature, on
the other hand, due to intense trade relations
and social-economic development of the city.

At first, trees and shrubs were planted in-
dividually in the yards and along the fences. As
the time passed they transformed into public
parks planned by government. Generally, or-
chards had more economic features and decora-
tive gardens as an embodiment of pleasure were
for entertainment. These decorative gardens
later become known as “parks”.

Function: The parks and gardens were
the place where people rest and met one an-
other in hot sunny days, discus ongoing prob-
lems in society and in addition to this they were
also place for public censure. Gardens were an
important place in achieving nurture and disci-
pline in society by the influence of council of
elders. Actually, most of them were established
by ruling dynasty and later became public places.
Furthermore, the gardens that commonly used
were considered the social and cultural centre
of Islamic cities.

The structure: The gardens and parks es-
tablished by shah or crown prince had a lot of
common features in terms of architecture.
These gardens surrounding the royal palaces
were mostly in geometrical shape. Gardens of
Tabriz being as a part of Iran gardens that date
back to early middle ages and exist in different
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countries till today (Israel, Spain, India, Tur-
key, Crimea and so on) attracted everybody’s
attention by their sumptuous view. During
early Middle Ages they were established on
rectangular plan and were separated by roads
and channels to four equal parts that reflected
the four basic element of matter (water, air, fire
and earth). After islamization process of this
region the paradise gardens shown in Quran a
holy book of Muslims began implementing to
the gardens. Along with this the elements of
fire worshiping were partially kept, as well.

It is stated in Holy Quran that the devout
believers obeying God and the Messenger will
be admitted into Jannah (“Garden of Eden”)
forever. Jannah the main element of heaven
was mentioned in Quran by different word
combinations such as — “Gardens with rivers
flowing underneath”, “Jannat al-Na‘im” (the
gardens of delight), “Jannat al-‘adn” (gardens
of everlasting bliss), “Jannat al Firdaws” (the
highest gardens of the paradise), “Jannat al-
Khuld” (the Eternal Gardens), “Jannat al-
Ma’'wa” (Garden of Abode), “Jannat al-Aliya”
(the highest gardens) [8,72-73]. According to
Quran and hadiths Jannah is described as sur-
rounded by eight principal levels, had various
springs and fountains in it. Tuba tree is only tree
which grow in all the levels of Jannah and any
fruit you see in the world will be on that tree.
Apple, pear, pomegranate and fig are also con-
sidered paradise fruits. Moreover, in Quran God
swears to olive and fig. During the middle ages
kings and princes by establishing gardens tried
to create Jannah in earth and that gave religious
meaning to the establishment of gardens.

Though gardens of Tabriz were estab-
lished in different times most of them were in
rectangular shape like in ancient times and sur-
rounded by fence. There were mansions with
balconies and terraces inside the gardens. As it
was mainly intended to use these gardens in
summer and spring they were decorated by fruit
and decorative trees, flowers. Even plants in
ceramic pots were put along the pool in these
gardens. A garden decorated with roses, daffo-
dils, lilacs, tulips and other flowers was called
“gulustan” that means flower garden. Among
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the decorative trees mostly elm, oak, fir, plane
trees were planted in these parks. The flowers
and grass on the ground look like a colourful
carpet.

There were made pools and fountains in
the centre of the parks and open water channels
along the road and thus gave a fabulous view.
This water was used for irrigation and had also
an esthetical effect. For instance, the pool sur-
rounded the palace reflected it like a mirror.
The channels across the gardens were supplied
by the waters of wells. The water first flow
along the channels through the parks and later
was used for irrigation. There were some stairs
in the stone-paved interior roads.

Historical gardens: One of the main
tourist attractions, the famous EIl-Goli (Shah-
Goli) garden was founded during AkKoyunlu
state, and was repaired over and again during
Safavid and Gajar dynasty. At first, it was used
both for watering the surrounding gardens and
for drinking. According to sources this lake was
so big that the water that needed to operate two
mills filled it for 6 months. The water source of
the pool was spring located in high above the
hill. The pool was supplied with water by five
channels coming from this spring.

El-Goli located on the south-east of the
city was reconstructed in 1785 during the
crown prince Abbas Mirza’s reign by the order
of his 8th son Gahraman Mirza [11, /67]. He
wanted to use the garden and the palace in it as
his summer house. In the centre of square pool
there was erected a two - storey palace (man-
sion) in octagon shape. The walls of palace
were covered with marble and the wide balco-
nies had green-glazed windows from all sides.
Generally, at first the only palace built in the
centre of gardens was called pavilion, but later
by the European influence it began to call “ku-
lahfirangi” (mansion) and it meant European hat
(kulah - hat and firang — European). The reason
why it called like this was its appearance resem-
bling the shape of the hat that Europeans wear.

As it stated above, El-Goli was recon-
structed during the Gajar dynasty. First the palace
located on the isle in the middle of pool, but
later from the east side of palace there was built
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a 4 metre width road connecting the palace and
the pavement. Waterfalls were created along-
side this road. There was a bridge that can be
moved, but it was destroyed afterwards [13,
149]. This mansion resembling European cas-
tles was a resting place of Gajar princes.

Not far from EI-Goli there was another
garden called Fathabad. It was founded near the
village Fathabad, on the way to Bisminj. On the
documents of Rabi-Rashidi charity foundation
Fathabad garden was listed as a charity foun-
dation (vagf). These charity foundations were
first introduced during the Ilkhanate kingdom
and this fact shows that the founders of Fathabad
garden lived during the Ilkhanate reign.

In his book “Persian Gardens and Garden
Pavilions” Donald Wilber described Fathabad
garden like this: “The centre of the garden is full
of fruit trees. The water channel connects every
corner of the garden. Only the new pavilion that
erected instead of old one breaks the symmetry
of the garden. Geraniums planted along the wa-
ter ditches like green stripes are fabulous. In the
highest part of the garden there is a large and
deep pool enclosed by stone fence. Long-lived
trees were planted around the pool [5, 74].

The water of this garden was supplied
from the well called Fathabad. According to the
documents of Fathabad garden the reconstruc-
tion works was maintained by Saidulmulk who
was one of the honourable men of the city. The
area of the garden was enlarged during its new
owner Gulamrza Adlin’s period [2, 102].

The Northern garden (Shimalabad gar-
den) or Shah Yagub garden was established
during the reign of AkKoyunlu Sultan Yagub
Mirza (1478-1490) and later was repaired during
Safavid and Gajar dynasty. The scholars have
different thoughts about the etymology of its
name. Some think that while Sultan Yagub was
resting in the garden the northern winds blow
over and he gave the name “garden of winds”
(bage-samal).The others think that he ordered
to establish the imitation of “Shimalabad” gar-
den located in Herat and called the new garden
with the same name [1, /57]. The garden with
the same name was also established at Samar-
kand during Tamerlane’s reign.
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During Gajar dynasty Northern garden
was a state property. On the eve of signing Gu-
lustan treaty Abbas Mirza hosted his European
guests in the pavilion of this garden. The east
part of the garden was known as “Gum garden”
(garden of sand) and English officers conducted
trainings for soldiers and officers here [2, 71].

There was a luxury palace and a huge
pool in Northern garden. During the middle
ages most of the princes’ weddings were held
in this garden. The garden was totally ruined
during Safavid - Ottoman war and just got back
its fame only during Gajar dynasty. The crown
prince Abbas Mirza erected some highest and
most beautiful buildings of Tabriz at that time
in this garden. On the walls of the buildings
were painted pictures of famous and mighty
kings by his order. There was even a zoo on the
meadow located between the two buildings.
There were kept strange animals. In this garden
there was even a place for cultivating seeds.
Inside this garden there were different gardens
like Big garden (apple, pear trees were planted),
Almond garden, Gulustan garden, Farhad and
Shirin garden (also called Farhad or Bagherez
(grape garden). After it was reconstructed and
opened for public by the order Abbas Mirza, the
name of the garden was changed by the people
and it was called Prince’s garden. The garden
couldn’t survive till present day, just its name.

Sahibabad garden was founded during the
reign of Ilkhanate. Crown prince of Ilkhanate
kingdom was established a garden in the Sahil-
bulamr square located on the north bank of Meh-
ranrud River and spent most of his time in this
garden. The sultan of AkKoyunlu kingdom Uzun
Hasan lived in this garden and watched military
parade marching through Sahibulamr square. The
historian Fazlullah Ruzbihan Khunji who lived in
XVI century stated that Sultan Yagub erected
Hasht-behsht palace in the centre of this garden
and made a camp in Sahibabad garden. He also
mentioned that Sultan Yagub organized fascinat-
ing wedding for young prince Sufi Khalil in Tabriz
[6, 55, 66]. According to information got from
other medieval sources the weddings of princes
were mostly held in the gardens. As Sahibabad
garden had a national importance during Ak-
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Koyunlu kingdom it is possible that Sufi Khalil’s
wedding was held in this garden as well.

Shah Tahmasib erected his realm mosque
at the east of Sahibabad square. This mosque
complex was totally destroyed during Ottoman
invasion and internal struggle and only its name
is remembered by local people. During Persian
Constitutional Revolution (1905-1911) the
government supporters gathered in this garden.
That’s why one of the revolution leader Bag-
hirkhan ordered to attack the garden from all
sides and the palace situated in the garden was
razed to the ground. Later the place of Sardara-
bad garden became a trading centre.

Safa garden was established in the north
part of the city at Saylab Street located on the
foot of Surkhab Mountain. E.Chelebi confessed
that it was very hard to describe the beauty of
this garden [4, 284]. At the beginning of XIX
century this garden was Abbas Mirza’s property.
The crown prince erected a palace in this gar-
den. Scholars think that name of the garden can
be taken from the Safa garden located at Medina
(Saudi Arabia). In this garden there were abun-
dant of plane trees.

The establishment of Ark garden dates
back to the erection of Ark castle (Alishah
mosque) built during Ilkhanate kingdom. There
was constructed water channel system through-
out the garden and fruit trees and lilac bushes
were planted along the channels. As travellers
notified the symbol of Muslim culture — Alishir
mosque complex and beautiful view around it
fascinated its visitors. According to local people
this garden was called “Bala garden” (small).
There was functioning a big theatre in the gar-
den in the middle of XX century. Later at the
place of theatre it was built a praying room.

Amr garden also was established by Abbas
Mirza. By the ordinance of Crown Prince “Shah
Chalabi underground water-supply” located 15
km away from Tabriz that become dry was re-
stored. The water of this well was so abundant
that several water mills were constructed here.
This garden doesn’t survive till today, either.

Sumuklu (bone) garden was situated on the
south-west of Blue Mosque. Near the garden there
was a cloister where dervishes and Sufis wor-
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shiped. There was a water well inside the garden.
The people who died at the result of earthquake
happened in 1777 were buried in this garden. So
people called it “Sumuklu (bone) garden”.

Baba garden was located in the north-
west of Tabriz and the founder was Baba. Nas-
raddin shah rested in this garden while he was a
Crown Prince and the gardener Baba served
him. When Nasraddin Mirza became a king he
gave this garden to him as a present. After the
death of gardener the garden became neglected.
At the 1920’s Baba garden become the property
of Ministry of Health and the hospital was built
there /10, 158].

Tapali (hilly) garden was situated in the
centre of Khiyabani Street. One of the richest
people of the city built a pool here to irrigate
his garden. For this purpose they dug the
ground. At the result the sand and mud created
a hill here. That’s why it began called Tapali
(hilly garden). Most of the gardens at that time
were called by their founder’s name.

Gulustan garden is situated on the east of
the city, in the place of Gajil graveyard. This
garden was established by the order of city
mayor Mahammadali Tarbiyat approximately at
1920’s. There are dense trees and large oval
pool in this park. Inhabitants of Tabriz came
here for rest and amusement.

Along with these above mentioned gar-
dens there were different gardens in Tabriz like
Baghmesha, Gulleh, Biylankuh, Jahanshabh,
Jamshidabad, Lala, Maralan, Diraj, Hokma-
bad, Mehpeykar, Najafgulu khan, Vazir, Tubai-
va, Gaimmagam, Eynaldovia, Ujan and others.
These historical gardens were places where
people went for walk.

At present time citizens of Tabriz daily or
as a tradition during ceremonies go for a walk
to parks and gardens. On the 13th day of
Nowruz which is considered unlucky day peo-
ple don’t stay at home. They go to the parks
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and drop samanies grown for Nowruz holiday
to running water. Maidens make a wish and tie
the grass of samanie to each other and every-
body makes general praying for the prosperous
future in these days. People gather at squares,
dance, sing and amuse in this day.

During XIX and early XX century parks
and gardens that built in Middle Ages and had a
beautiful architecture were restored and new
ones were built. The existence of a number of
gardens and parks in Tabriz proves that it had a
developed urban culture at that time.
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QACARLAR DOVRUNDO TOBRiZ SOHORININ BAGLARI
(tarixi-etnoqrafik todqiqat)

i.G.Mommodova

Tabrizds hals orta asrlorde hokmdarlar terafindon baglar salinirdi. Onlar dordkiinc planda, stiiagiq su kanal-
larinin ayirdig1 dord hissaden ibarat olub, materiyanin dord tnsiiriine (su, od, hava, torpaq) isaro sayilirdi. Qurani-
Korimds connatmokan kimi gostorilon meyve vo dekorativ agaclar okilir, kosk vo kiilohfirongilar tikilirdi. E/ goli,
Simalabad, Sahibabad, Safa, Ork, Omir, Baba, Stimiiklii, Giiliistan, Das qapili vo digor tarixi baglarin bazisi Elxanilor,
Agqoyunlular, Sofoviler dovriinds, bir coxlar1 Qacarlar saltonati zamani salinmisdir. Bu baglar, avvallar hakim siilalenin
miilkii olmus, sonralar isa xalqm istifadesine verilmisdir.

Acar sozlar: Azarbaycan, Tobriz, bag, Qacarlar siilalasi, Abbas Mirzo

CAJBI TOPOJA TEBPU3A B TIEPUO/J INTPABJIEHUSA JTUHACTHUU KAI’KAPOB
(ncTopuKO-ITHOrpaduyeckoe uccjaeA0BaHNE)

HN.I'.'MamenoBa

Caznpl B TeOpuze ObUIH 3aJ0)KEHBI NMPABUTENSIMH €Ie B cpeaHue Beka. KBaapaTHOro miana caipl ObUTH pas-
JIeJIeHb! BOIHBIMY KaHaJIaM{ Ha YeThIPE YacTH, COTJIACHO YETHIPEM IPHPOIHBIM CTUXHUSIM (BOJA, BO3IYX, 3€MJIS, OTOHB).
B Casmennom Kopane can Ha3BaH paiickuMm yroikoM. B camax TeOpuza BOIOH KATpHU30B OpOIIAINCH pa3iIndHbIC
(pYKTOBBIE M JIEKOpPAaTHBHBIC JIePEBbs, MMEINCh OecelKn M HaBechl (Kromadupenrn). HekoTopble M3 HCTOPHYECKUX
canoB Tebpusa, Takue kak IOn eeny, [lumanabao, Caxubabad, Caga, Ipk, Omup, baba, Cromoxmo, [tonucman, Jlaw
2anvlibl W JIp. OBIIHM 3aJI0KEHBI BO BpeMeHa Minbpxanunos, Arroronny, CedeBruaoB, a MHOTHE U3 CalloB — B IMEPHOJ
npaBieHuss quHactUM KaypkapoB. V3HayasbHO 3TH cajpl NpUHAICKAIN IHPaBUTENSAM, IO3IHEE OBUTM OTIAHBI B
TI0JI30BaHUE HAPOAY.

Knroueswte cnosa: Asepoanioocan, Tebpus, cad, ounacmuu Kaosxcapos, A6bac Mupsa
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