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The plots and themes of Nizami Ganjavi, who is considered to have the deep-
est knowledge of his time, were studied by world-renowned thinkers and used
to make the essence of their works more meaningful. For example, the genius
Leo Tolstoy, who read Nizami’s works from the original Persian, benefited from
Nizami’s treasury in his War and Peace. It is clear that Mirza Kazim bey, who
spoke to L. Tolstoy about Nizami’s greatness, also taught him Persian. It was
in this language that Leo Tolstoy realized that Nizami was a genius and that
the Azerbaijani people had scientific and cultural values Nizami wrote in "Seven
beauties":

Diinyada no godor kitab var belo
Caligib ollogib gotirdim olo
Orobco, dorice yeri diigorken,
Buxari, Tobori ssorlorindon...,[1]

The poet emphasizes that he strives for deep knowledge and also learns
Dari. Dari language (dari s ,» is the language of Tajiks, Hazaras, provinces and
other ethnic groups living in Afghanistan and is one of the languages of Iran. The
Constitution of Afghanistan also stipulates that one of the two official languages
of Afghanistan is Pashto.

It is clear that Persian cannot be the poet’s mother tongue in this way. On the
other hand, the idea that Ganja was a city of Iran in the 12th century is wrong.
How could Ganja be an Iranian city where Iran itself was part of the Seljuk Em-
pire during Nizami’s time? Ganja was also the capital of the Azerbaijani Atabeys,
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who were Turks. Hence, the stubbornness of the Persian chauvinists is also inap-
propriate.
Then, in "Seven Beauties", the poet is ready to write his thoughts:

Izladim yolunu soyyaralorin,

No ki, elmlor var, gizli vo dorin,
Oxudum xobordar oldum da vardim,
Varliglar sirrini yer-yer axtardim.
Olime yetigon hor bir varaqdan
Niisxolor bagladim mon zaman-zaman.
Onda ki, fikrimi saldim sahmana,
Dedim ki, qoy onu diiztim dastana.

Nizami shows that he wrote his works after studying the works of Bukhari
Samarkandi and Abu Jafar Tabari, after mastering the secrets of science by ob-
serving the movements of stars and planets in the sky. In "Leyli and Majnun",
he notes that he tries to get a detailed description of the world around him and
information about the world, and is concerned about the lack of knowledge in this
area:

GOyiin sirr pordosi ki, borqorardir,
Gozlo gortinmoyen bir sirri vardir.
No godor oraya at capsam da mon,
Bir xobor dyronmok golmir olimdon.
Goytn l6vhoesinds yanar rogomlor,
O saf ulduzlar1 mon biror-biror
No godor oxuyub 6yrondim, heyhat
Yeno do golbimi gérmodim rahat.(L.M.)

The celestial sphere is an arbitrarily large-radius sphere with an observer at
its center. Celestial bodies are projected onto the inner surface of this sphere,
including the Sun, Moon, and planets. The center of the celestial sphere is an
arbitrary point. Each observer has his own sphere. The angular measurements
on the surface of the sphere do not depend on its radius(Figure ). Z - the zenith
point is at the top of the observer’s head,

7’ - Nadir is on a straight line passing through the zenith and the observer,
and is a point on the opposite side of Z. N - North and S - South.

When the poet speaks of a curtain, he imagines the celestial sphere as a hemi-
sphere of equal radius, and shows that even if I ride a horse towards the dome
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(or rather, the line connecting the hemisphere to the Earth), I cannot get any
information. It remains a mystery. I am also worried about this.

In The Treasure of Mysteries, Nizami makes it clear that God created the
entire material world "out of a drop of His grace." It is known that no one in the
Soviet era would agree with Nizami’s opinion. The origin of matter from nothing
was unacceptable from the point of view of Soviet science. However, one of the
founders of Soviet science, the world-famous scientist YB Zeldovich, said in an
interview with the Izvestia newspaper in 1986, shortly before his death:

"Although it may seem paradoxical, my considerations and calculations have
led me to the conclusion that the matter of the universe came into being out of
nothing."

Nizami, who does not believe in superstition, looks at the issue of doomsday
from a scientific point of view and thinks that one day the celestial bodies will
end, their current order will collapse, and the current stability between the Sun,
Moon, Earth and other planets will be disrupted. That is, the existing stability is
relative, there is no absolute stability. Modern science calls such an event quasi-
stable. It is necessary to talk about a fact that confirms Nizami’s opinion. The
moon creates a 50 cm amplitude on the Earth’s surface.

The Earth’s own axis of rotation is 30 times the speed of the Moon’s rotation
around the Earth. Thus, the Moon reduces the speed of the Earth. Such a delay
in the lunar-Earth system leads to an increase in the period of the Earth’s rotation
(lengthening of the day) and the Moon’s distance from the Earth.

Calculations show that a billion years ago, the Earth’s rotation period was 20
hours (20 hours a day). The distance to the Moon is measured by laser beams
for about half a century. It has been determined that the Moon moves 3 c¢m
away from the Earth every year, and in 5 billion years the period of the Earth’s
rotation will increase 41 times to about 1,000 hours. In fact, there will be nine
nights and nine daylights a year on Earth. Today’s views on the association and
evolution of celestial bodies in modern astrophysics are consistent with Nizami’s.
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The analysis of such views is interesting [3]. N. Ganjavi is interested in the for-
mation and development of the universe and its current state, as well as the issue
of its catastrophic collapse. He also wonders if there are Earth-like objects in the
universe. That is, he understood the unity of the world.

Nizami’s works contain a lot of information about the ancient way of life and
customs of the peoples of Iran, the Middle East and Azerbaijan. He can be consid-
ered an ethnographer, a geographer, in the modern sense of the word. Describing
Mahin Banu’s way of life in "Khosrov and Shirin", the poet says that what has
not changed, in modern scientific terms, must evolve:

Foloklorin siirotlo sigrayigla horlonmosindon,
Neco, bola golocok Yerin bagina, biloson.
Goydo yanan, partlayan, batib gedon hor no var,
Yer ii¢iin bir niimuno, bir timsald1 apagkar.

The study of the works of such a genius thinker, who sees the distant future
in his thoughts and understands the process of evolution, needs to be filtered by
experienced, natural scientists who have mastered modern science.

In the modern conditions of rapid development of science, to add the results
of 400-500 years later in the works of Nizami Ganjavi should not be considered
as respect for our great poet. For example, the idea that the planet Saturn has
a ring is also wrong to attribute to the great poet. This was not enough, while
the other described Saturn, saying that it did indeed hang from his waist, that is,
that it had the "belt" now known. One small mistake in the translation created
two misconceptions. Maybe such confusion was released during the translation
from ancient Persian? Here it is necessary to know the opinion of experts. But
the question arises: could Nizami Ganjavi see the rings of Saturn? In 1607, it was
able to magnify glass in the form of the intersection of two circles. Such glasses
are called "lens" in German and "merci" in Azerbaijani.

In 1609, Galileo built the first telescope with a magnification of thirty times,
and said that the Moon consisted of the mountains, the phases of Venus, the four
large satellites of Jupiter, spots on the disk of the Sun, and the Milky Way star
clusters at the equator of our galaxy.

When Galileo called his mother and showed him Jupiter’s satellites with a
telescope, he replied, "I’ve seen them since I was a girl, and you see them with
your glasses." But Galileo could not see Saturn’s rings with a telescope 30 times
magnified. He thought that because Saturn was spinning so fast, there was a
slight protrusion in the equator. This means that no one could see Saturn’s rings
with a telescope with a magnification of 30 times. In 1656, with the help of a
50-magnitude refractor (lens) telescope designed by the famous musicologist H.
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Huygens, he announced to the scientific community that there was a ring around
Saturn with remarkable beauty. Galileo could not see the rings of Saturn (He
died in 1642).

So Nizami could not distinguish Saturn from the star. Although many noted
the inaccuracy of Ptolemy’s teaching, Biruni explained the first step in detail.
Omar Khayyam linked the centralization of the Earth as the biggest flaw in
Ptolemy’s teaching.

Omar Khayyam considered Biruni’s opinion to be the biggest step in this
direction.

For example, [3,4], Nizami writes in a note about himself: "In a short time I
learned all the sciences between Saturn’s circle and the center of the Earth and be-
came aware of all the sciences." (How can this sentence be understood?) they give.
However, Nizami uses an interesting expression in the same note, not "Earth",
but "Earth’s center". This confirms that the Earth is spherical. Of course, in
this example, since space is a cosmic space, logically, the concept of "center" is
not plane (as in ancient simple notions), it must be spherical. This expression
also shows Nizami’s interest in geology, geophysics and natural sciences. Such an
approach to Nizami’s work is unacceptable. Misunderstanding of a simple truth
has led to big mistakes.

It is clear that in Nizami’s time, the last planet was Saturn, and the phrase
"T have knowledge up to Saturn’s circumference" is taken from the center of the

27



Adalat ATAI

AJAz: 2021,Special Issue, 23-29

Earth, and it is correct to have knowledge within Saturn’s circumference. What

is not pleasant is that young graduate students and doctoral students also use
these writings of well-known researchers and spread such mistakes without think-
ing. Therefore, when writing an article about Nizami Ganjavi, it is necessary
to correctly translate his works from the original, and when commenting on his
views, it would be useful to know the opinion of natural scientists. It would be
meaningful to complete N. Ganjavi’s article with optimistic thoughts on the way

to study the universe:

Anlayib, diigiinok hor seyi gorok,
Hor sirri agmaqla hiinor gostorok.
Yerlori, goylori Oyronok bir-bir,
Qalmasin bizimgin agilmamig sirr.
Gorok, kim yaratmig bu tobisti,
O kimdir, iginin nadir hikmeti?
Bu varaq iistiindos ¢okilon hor xott
Sonotkar oliylo yaranmig, olbot.
Qurgusu diiz olan bu seylor bir-bir
Mabhir bir ustada canli sahiddir.
Soni, 6z adiyla diiz yol gostoron
O boyiik allaha and verirom meon,
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Holo agilmamig elm ilo goylor,
Lakin hor elm do giiliir bir sohor.
Bir qara pul olsun, bir arpa ogor,
Onda dord gévhorden tapilar osor.
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