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Tufan shaq o lu Axundov 
 

NUB  QAFQAZ METAL DÖVRÜNÜN ASTANASINDA 
 

XÜLAS  
 

qdim edil n m qal  C nub Qafqaz n metal dövrün  keçidinin zaman 
 formalar n t yin edilm sin  c hd edilib. Bu m  mövqeyimizin sas-

land rlamas ndan ötrü biz bu prosesl erin önund  c ry an ed nl  öz bax -
zla v  C nubi Qafqaz rinin dövrl sind  elmi bax lar n inki af na 

sa ekskurs edirik. 
qal nin sas m sin  nnail olmaqdan öt ri sas baza abid  kimi Al-

xant  ya ay  yerini götürürük. Bu abid  Qafqazda h  ki q dim metallurgi-
ya istehsal n az qala tam kompleksini ver n yegan  abid dir. Onun material-
lar  dig r abid rin ayr -ayr  tap nt lar  dax l etm kl , C nubi Qafqaz n me-
tal dövrün  keçid formalar  v  vaxt  t yin etm  imkan verdi. 

Alxant  Leylat si abid rind n biridir. O, Az rbaycan Res-
publikas n c nub- rqind , Mu an düzünd , C lilabad rayonunun Üçt  

ndind n 4 km imalda, N 39 ° 21' 607"; E 048 °27 ' 720" koordinatl , mütl q 
hündürlügü 41 m-d  yerl ir. Abid  praktiki olaraq horizontal düz ngah sah  
yerl ir. Yerüstü topoqrafik lam tl ri yoxdur. Sah si t xmin n 4 ha-d r. 

Mu an düzünün Alxant  ya ay  yerinin istifad  edildiyi dövrd  t bii-
iqlim raiti palinoloji t dqiqatlar sas nda ld  edilmi  materiallar sas nda t -
yin edilmi dir. Onlar müasir iqlim raitind n daha n m raiti xarakteriza edir. 
qlimin t bii quraql qla mas  n  çarp r. kinçiliyin iki yüks k m rh si 

olmu dur. 
Abid nin m ni t sinin maksimal qal nl  3 m-d r. O b zi sah r-

 x rda yar m qatlardan t kil edil n yeddi in aat qat ndan ibar tdir. Dig r t -
fd n ümumi m ni t  iki d st qatlardan t kil olunub ki, bunlar n ara-
nda bu razi tektonik t kana m ruz qal b. 

Burada dair vi v  düzbucaql  qazma v  yar mqazma qal qlar , k rpicl  hö-
rülmü  v  sad  torpaq divarl  yar mqazmalar, yerüstü k rpic v  c  tikilil r, 
müxt lif istehsal o cüml n metallurgiya v  m tb x ocaqlar  a kar edilmi dir.  
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Alxant nin t dqiqi zaman  13 q bir qal qlar  a kar edilmi dir. D fn edi-
nl rin ya  h ddi süd r körp rd n ya  insanlara q r olmu dur. D fn ad ti 
 f rqlidur. Körp rin d fni üçün ks r halda küpd n istifad  edilmi dir.  

Alxant  qaz nt lar ndan sayca böyük, saxs , da  v  metaldan ibar t kol-
leksiya ld  edilmi dir. 

Saxs  m mulat  müxt lif forma, texnologiya, funksiya v  olçü müxt lifli-
yi il  t msil olunub. Bir çoxu f rlanan cihaz istifad  etm kl  haz rlan b. 

Alxant  metal yalar n, h mçinin metal istehsal  qal qlar  – metal 
laklar, istehsal kür rinin v  metal istehsal  al tl rinin tap lmas  göst rir ki, 

Leylat sinin da lar  metal istehsal n bütün bilikl rin  malik ol-
mu lar. Leylat si abid rind n, o cüml n Alxant n ld  edil-
mi  metallurgiya v  metali nin ld  edilmi  ç xarlar n analizi göst rdi 
ki, onlar n mis sas n t rkibind , onlar  faktiki olaraq tunc ed n t bii v  süni 

karlar var. Y ni onlar tunc istehsal  bilikl rin  malik olmu lar v  onlar  lap 
son da olsa, eneolit/xalkolit dövrün  aid etm k olmaz. 

Leylat si da lar n Qafqaza g lm si il , burada ilk yerli 
Qafqaz metallurgiyas  yaran r. O, Qafqaz neolitinin, y ni C nubi Qafqaz neolit 

rinin d rinlikl rind  yaranmam r. Bu regiona miqrantlar, Uruk -
rinin da lar  t find n g tirilmi dir. 

Leylat sinin da lar  Qafqazda metal dövrün  ilk add m at-
lar, üst lik d  bir ba a tunc dövrün . 

 
Tufan Ishaq oqlu Akhundov 

  
SOUTHERN CAUCASUS ON THE BRINK OF METAL AGE 

 
SUMMARY 

The offered work attempts to identify the time and form of the Southern 
Caucasus’ transition to the Metal Age. To substantiate our views concerning 
this matter, we foreshadowed our assumptions by a brief excursus of our views 
of the forerunning processes and evolution of scientific views of the epochal 
periodization of Southern Caucasus’s traditions.  

The basic archeological site for fulfillment of the key task of this work is 
settlement Alkhantepe. Materials obtained in the course of examination of the 
site - still the only Caucasus’s settlement that provided nearly a full complex of 
ancient metallurgic production, as well as the use of separate findings from 
other sites - allowed identifying and to a possible degree substantiating the time 
and forms of the Southern Caucasus’ transition to the Metal Age. 

Alkhantepe is one of the architectural sites of the Leilatepe tradition. It is 
located on the Mugan plain in the southeast of the Azerbaijan Republic, 4 ki-
lometers north of village Uchtepe of the Jalilabad region, at absolute height of 
41 kilometers: coordinates: N 39 ° 21' 607"; E 048 °27 ' 720". The site is lo-
cated at a practically smooth, horizontal portion of a steppe. It has no ground 
topographical signs. Its area is equivalent to approximately 4 hectares. 

Natural-climatic conditions of the Mugan plain, in the period of existence 
of settlement Alkhantepe, have been identified on the basis of analysis of paly-
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nological spore-pollen spectrum obtained from the settlement’s section. These 
climatic conditions are more humid compared to present-day ones. There is 
traced natural dehydration of the climate. There have been identified two peri-
ods of agriculture prevalence.  

This is a single-layer settlement. Maximal thickness of its cultural sedi-
ments reached to 3 meters. The sediments consisted of seven construction hori-
zons, which at separate portions broke up into smaller horizons. In its turn, the 
whole cultural layer breaks up into two sets of sediments, between which the 
territory above was subjected to tectonic shifts. 

Here, there have been discovered the remains of dugouts and semi-dugouts, 
round and rectangular semi-dugouts, rectangular dugouts with brick walls and 
simple ground walls, as well as ground brick and wattle and daub constructions. 
There have been cleared the remains of various home hearths and production fur-
naces, including furnaces relating to metallurgy and metalworking. 

Noteworthy is that remains of 13 graves have been found during the ex-
amination of Alkhantepe. The age of those buried ranges from infants to adults. 
The burial (funeral) rites are also different. Ceramic vessels were most often 
used for the burial of infants.  

A collection of a large number of pottery, bone, stone and metal works 
was discovered at Alkhantepe. 

The pottery consists of specimens having a great variety of forms and 
sizes, different technological and functional designations. Many of them were 
formed using a rotating device. 

The discovery of metallic goods as well as metallic slag (the metallurgic 
production’s waste), production furnaces and metalworking implements dem-
onstrates that the Leilatepe tradition’s carriers acquired all metallurgy and met-
alworking habits.  

The analyses of metals and the waste of metallurgic production and met-
alworking obtained from Leilatepe tradition sites, including Alkhantepe, have 
revealed their copper-based rather substantial natural and artificial additives 
that, as a matter of fact, signifies that some of these discoveries are bronze 
ones. In other words, the tradition’s carriers also acquired bronze production 
habits so they can no way be referred even to the Upper Eneolithic/Halcolithic. 
The carriers of this tradition had already stepped to the Bronze Age. 

First local Caucasian metallurgy followed the appearance of the Leilatepe 
tradition’s carriers on the Caucasus. It was not established on the basis of or in 
entrails of the Caucasian Neolithic, i.e. Southern Caucasian traditions dating 
back to the Neolithic-Eneolithic but was brought to the region by migrants-
carriers of the Uruk tradition.  

Leilatepe tradition’s carriers made their first step in the Caucasus in the 
Metal Age, immediately in the Bronze Age. 
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